Related, Current and Previous Work
Accomplishments of the coordinating committee WCC204 during its 2000-2006 period are relevant to continuation of its work under a regional project designation.  Specific accomplishments included creation of a draft professional code of ethics for the American Society of Animal Science (plans are to work with other association such as Poultry Science to develop similar codes), as well as a comprehensive list of potential areas of collaboration in teaching, research and extension.  The WCC 204 group has also been instrumental in organizing, sponsoring, and presenting at a number of national symposia on important bioethical topics.   A symposium on Bioethics in Animal Science was held in 2001 at the joint meeting of ADSA/ASAS/PSA in Indianapolis, July 24-28, 2001.  In 2002, two symposia were presented at the ASAS/CSAS joint conference in Quebec City on Contemporary and Emerging Issues: Critical Perspective of Animal Agriculture and Contemporary and Emerging Issues: Homeland Security and Animal Agriculture.  An animal bioethics symposium was held at the PSA annual meeting in 2003 in Madison, WI.  Further, two bioethics symposia were held at the joint meeting of the American Society of Animal Science, American Dairy Science Association and the Poultry Science Association in July 2004 to address topics of Bioethics and Ethics and the Cost of Food: What is the impact of lessening food prices on citizens, producers, animals and the environment? A well received symposium also was held at the Agriculture, Food and Human Values annual conference in Portland, OR in 2005 on Incorporating Ethics into the Animal Sciences curriculum.  Additionally, the current USDA CSREES liaison has coordinates the Future Trends in Animal Agriculture symposium reinstated since 2001.   All of these symposia have been exceptionally well attended, with those occurring at the Animal Sciences joint meetings being filled to capacity.  Many participants expressed interest in having similar activities become an ongoing part of these annual meetings.
The committee has been active in the development of one or more Bioethics symposia at the American Society of Animal Science and American Dairy Science Association Joint Annual Meetings, as well as the Combined Annual Meeting with the Poultry Science Association in 2007.  The 2007 Joint meeting symposia (“The Ethics of Food Animal Production, Processing and Control”; “The Ethics of Food”) was held July 9 in San Antonio, Texas, and each had over 250 people in attendance.  The committee also coordinated the Bioethics Session at this meeting.  In January, 2007, the committee organized a very successful Bioethics Symposium:  “Proactive Approaches to Controversial Welfare and Ethical Concerns in Poultry Science”, held at the World Congress Center, Atlanta Georgia as part of the US Poultry and Egg Association’s education programs.

In addition to symposia, participants of the WCC 204 group have published over 30 papers in agricultural bioethics in this time frame.  WCC 204 participants have also been very productive in the development and delivery of bioethics education within the animal sciences.  At least 10 members of WCC 204 have developed and are teaching courses in animal welfare and/or ethics.  Many of these have also created or taught international courses pertaining to science, ethics and food production.  A number of our members are also teaching contemporary issues classes at universities across the U.S.  Further, several members have delivered extension presentations on animal bioethics topics to the general public, producer and other animal industry groups, and serve as advisory committee members  on bioethics topics such as animal welfare, animal biotechnology, and sustainable agriculture.

An area for future work includes a grant proposal to develop modules and case studies for use in teaching animal bioethics; a group within the committee has been organized to develop these activities.  Based on its consistent track record of high productivity in bioethics teaching and extension, this group is now uniquely positioned to work with collaborating members from the social sciences to create and standardize courses and teaching materials used for ethics education within the animal sciences. 

