Projected Participation (objectives listed in parentheses):

E. Helen Berry (1,2,3) is Professor of Sociology at Utah State University. She received the Ph.D. from The Ohio State University and served a National Institute of Child Health and Human Development post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Michigan.  Dr. Berry has established a career teaching and researching the topic of population change and rural sociology, with particular emphasis on the impact of change on rural communities.  The most recent work focuses on differences in types and destinations of migrations that are made by African Americans, Hispanic Americans and non-Hispanic white Americans.  Dr. Berry has received the Rural Sociological Society's Excellence in Instruction Award and in 2006 was named Women and Gender Research Institute Distinguished Professor.
Kathryn Brasier (3) is an Assistant Professor of Rural Sociology in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology at The Pennsylvania State University.  Her research and extension programs focus on collective action and networking around agricultural and environment issues. Specific interests include network effects on learning and innovation, particularly among farmers using conservation and sustainable practices; the development and activities of grass-roots community environmental organizations; civic engagement in local land use planning; value-added and sustainable agricultural production systems; the effects of space and scale on farm management and environmental decision-making; and spatial data analysis techniques and their uses in the social sciences. Her publications include scholarly articles, book chapters, and extension publications related to agricultural restructuring during the Farm Crisis, spatial data analysis, networks in rural development, environmental activism, and development of social capital through grass-roots community planning. Dr. Brasier received her PhD in Sociology from the University of Wisconsin – Madison in 2002. 

David Brown (1,2,3) is professor of Development Sociology and co-director of the Community & Rural Development Institute at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. Prior to joining the Cornell faculty in 1987, Professor Brown conducted policy research and was a research administrator with the USDA’s Economic Research Service. Professor Brown’s research focuses on migration and population redistribution with a particular focus on how migration affects, and is affected by, local community organization.  His work also focuses on the production and reproduction of social and economic inequalities between regions and rural vs. urban areas. He has written and edited six books on American rural society and demography.  His most recent books include: Challenges for Rural America in the 21st Century (2003) and Population Change and Rural Society (2006). He and Nina Glasgow will publish Retirement Migration and the Road to Rural America in 2007. Professor Brown received his PhD in social demography from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is past president of the Rural Sociological Society.

Seong-Hoon Cho (3) is Assistant Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics at The University of Tennessee. Dr. Cho joined the Department of Agricultural Economics on July, 2004. He received a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics from Oregon State University. His research interest is in the area of natural resource and environmental economics focusing on application of spatial econometrics and land economics. He has published 23 refereed journal articles and has given 44 presentations to professional and lay audiences on these and related topics. Before joining the UT, he had been working as a Post-Doctoral Associate for Coweeta Long Term Ecological Research in the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources at The University of Georgia, where he met his wife. They have 22 month and 6 month old sons.  

John Cromartie (1,2,3) is a geographer with the Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and a visiting lecturer at George Washington University. He oversees a program of research on rural migration, population distribution, and the effects of demographic change on rural well-being. He serves as a consultant to the Office of Management and Budget on metropolitan area definitions and the American Community Survey.  John received a Ph.D. in geography from the University of North Carolina in 1989 and has been at the Economic Research Service since 1990.

Matt Foulkes (1,2,3) is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Missouri, Columbia.  He completed his PhD at the University of Illinois in 2002 and has previously taught at the University of Massachusetts Boston.  His scholarly and teaching interests span population geography, demography, rural and urban development, and poverty.  His research focuses on the geographic mobility of the poor in the rural US.  Ongoing research projects include: the impact of the migration of the poor on geographic concentrations of poverty, residential instability and mobility

decision-making amongst poor households, and residential instability within rural mobile home parks.

Glenn V. Fuguitt (1,2) is Professor Emeritus of Rural Sociology and Sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and is affiliated with the UW-Madison Center for Demography and Ecology.  He has devoted most of his career to the study of rural-urban relations, particularly metropolitan-nonmetropolitan population redistribution and migration. With others he has also examined residential preferences of the population, and nonmetropolitan commuting trends. Through a series of cooperative agreements with Calvin L. Beale of the U.S. Department of Agriculture beginning in 1970, Fuguitt and Beale have considered a number of aspects of these topics, most recently having completed a bulletin on the migration of blacks into and out of the nonmetropolitan South. He has also collaborated recently with Paul Voss, Roger Hammer and Ken Johnson on the production of 1990-2000 net migration rates by age and sex

for U.S. counties.

Nina Glasgow (1,2,3) is a senior research associate in the Department of Development Sociology at Cornell University.   She received funding (with David Brown, Co-PI) from USDA’s National Research Initiative Grants Program to conduct a panel study of retirement migration and the process through which older newcomers become socially integrated.  The research is also investigating the effects of newcomers’ social integration on their health and their retention in nonmetropolitan destination communities. Glasgow and Brown have conducted case studies in a select number of older in-migration rural destinations.  Findings from this research and the panel study will be published in 2007 by Springer in Retirement Migration and the Road to Rural America.  Dr. Glasgow has published research on work and retirement among older rural residents, rural elderly poverty, the demography of rural aging, and how the changing age composition of rural communities affects service needs and service delivery.  She received her Ph.D. in 1982 from the University of Illinois.     
Roger B. Hammer (3) is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Oregon State University. He received his Ph.D. in 2001 from the University of Wisconsin and as was Assistant Professor of Rural Sociology at UW until 2006.  Previously he served as the Associate Director, Acting Director, and Associate Consultant at the UW Applied Population Laboratory.  Dr. Hammer’s research  has examined the effect of migration and population dynamics on rural communities and natural resources at various geographic scales and extents.  Along with Volker Radeloff, a landscape ecologist, Dr. Hammer has examined the past and future expansion of the “wildland-urban interface” across the U.S. and the implications for forest fire management and conservation biology.

Kenneth M. Johnson (1,2,3) is a Professor of Sociology at Loyola University-Chicago. He is a Ph.D. demographer and sociologist specializing in U.S. demographic trends. Dr. Johnson completed his graduate training at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and received his undergraduate training at the University of Michigan. Dr. Johnson was named a Loyola Faculty Scholar in 2002 and Faculty Member of the Year in 2006 for his sustained record of excellence in research and teaching. Dr. Johnson has done extensive research on population redistribution and demographic trends in the United States. His research has been funded by grants from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service and U.S. Forest Service. He has authored a book and more than one hundred and fifty articles, reports and papers on U.S. demographic trends
William Kandel (2) conducts demographic research on immigration, race, and ethnicity in rural America for the Economic Research Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  His current research analyzes new geographic destinations of rural immigrants, immigrant integration, public policy impacts of rural Hispanic population growth, farm labor, and the role of industrial restructuring in demographic change.  Prior to moving to Washington DC, he conducted postdoctoral research in international demography and income inequality at Penn State’s Population Research Institute. William earned his Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Chicago and his M.S. in City and Regional Planning from Cornell University.  His recent book, Population Change and Rural Society, co-edited with David Brown of Cornell University, was published by Springer Publishers in 2006.

Annabel R. Kirschner (1,2,3) is a Professor and Extension Specialist at Washington State University.  Her work focuses on the interaction between demographic processes and community change and development in rural areas, particularly in the Pacific Northwest.  In addition to presenting her work in scholarly venues, she gives frequent presentations at the local level to community leaders, social service practitioners and others.  She has received the Friend of Rural Health Award from the Washington Rural Health Association, the Excellence in Extension Award from the College of Agriculture, Human and Natural Resource Sciences at WSU and the Excellence in Extension and Public Outreach Award from Rural Sociological Society.  She received her Ph. D. from Washington State University and has served as Chair of Community and Rural Sociology and Interim Chair of Apparel, Merchandising, Design and Textiles.

Laszlo Kulcsar (1,2,3) is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and Director of the Kansas Population Center. His field of expertise is social demography and regional development, with a particular emphasis on migration and spatial inequalities. He does research on population dynamics and social change in rural areas, including the impact of

natural resource extraction on rural demography. Dr. Kulcsar participates in the NSF EPSCOR eco-forecasting research program which ties population projections to system-level ecological and land use change and the transforming rural landscape in the Great Plains. He also studies the social and demographic transformation of Eastern

Europe from a historical perspective. Dr. Kulcsar teaches courses on social and spatial inequalities, population dynamics, immigration and sociological methodology.
Dayton Lambert (3) is an Assistant Professor at the University of Tennessee in the Department of Agricultural Economics and joined the faculty in September 2006. Dr. Lambert has a 70% research Appointment, and a 30% teaching appointment. His current areas of interest include rural economic development, spatial econometrics, health, migration, and biofuels. In addition to his applied research, he teaches an undergraduate class in rural economic development. Dr. Lambert has worked on issues relating to the Conservation Reserve Program, the adoption of conservation and precision agriculture technologies, and the relationship between entrepreneurial activity and community growth. Dr. Lambert received his doctorate in agricultural economics from Purdue University in 2006. He earned a B.A. degree in Anthropology at Miami University, Ohio and an M.S. degree in Fisheries and Allied Aquacultures from Auburn University. Dr. Wilcox served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Burundi and Gabon from 1993 – 1995.

Marlene Lee (2), Ph.D., is a senior policy analyst in Domestic Programs at the Population Reference Bureau (PRB). Dr. Lee's work at PRB includes analysis of the workforce, with emphasis on the effects of population aging and the science and engineering workforce. At PRB, she also manages projects that analyze the economic and physical well-being of

children across the U.S. and that disseminate recent findings in aging research. Throughout her research career, she has investigated the relationship between work and poverty, including the implications of these dynamics for race and ethnic subpopulations. Her publications include scholarly articles, book chapters, and reports on self-employment, the transition from welfare to work, microcredit as an earnings strategy, and elderly immigrants in the United States. She holds degrees in comparative literature, public policy analysis, and sociology with concentrations in family demography and community development. She is a graduate of Yale University and the University of

North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and has a Ph.D. from Cornell University. She has previously been on the faculty of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Louisiana State University, and has served as an associate director in the U.S. Peace Corps.

Peter B. Nelson (1,2) is an Associate Professor of Geography at Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vermont.  He joined the faculty at Middlebury in 1999 after receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Washington.  He also holds a B.A. in geography and environmental studies from Dartmouth College.  Dr. Nelson’s work focuses on migration and economic restructuring in the United States.  Most recently, his work has focused on the aging baby boomers and their impact on rural migration streams.  He has also examined the ways in which migration brings new sources of income into nonmetropolitan destinations.  He has been awarded grants from the National Science Foundation, the National Research Initiative, and the Sandel Center for Retirement Research.  In 2006, Peter was awarded the Vermont Campus Compact statewide award for Excellence in Teaching for his work with students on local service learning projects.   
Richard Rathge (1) is Director of the State Data Center at North Dakota State University and a professor in the departments of Sociology and Agribusiness and Applied Economics.  He received his Ph.D. from Michigan State University. A major focus of Dr. Rathge’s research is in documenting shifting population movement in the Great Plains. His most recent efforts have centered on a) examining the current and future demand for housing and b) exploring labor force issues such as the downward shift in the entry labor pool and the emerging elderly labor market.  Dr. Rathge received the university’s Faculty Lectureship award in 2004 and the college’s Outstanding Research and Creative Activity award in 2000.  

Stefan Rayer (1,2,3) (PhD Cornell 2001, MS Cornell 1997, BA Saskatchewan 1994) is a Research Demographer in the Population Program of the Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the University of Florida. His current work at BEBR focuses on the creation of population projections for Florida counties. Stefan also represents Florida in the Census Bureau's Federal State Cooperative Programs for Population Estimates and Projections (FSCPE/P). In 2005 he chaired the Steering Committee of the FSCPP. Before coming to UF, Stefan worked as a Demographic Statistician for the Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, producing population estimates and projections for the cities and towns of Massachusetts as well as projections for the State of Vermont. His research interests include population estimates and projections, internal migration and population redistribution, population geography, and population-environment interactions. Stefan has been an active member of the Population Association of America since 1996 and of the Southern Demographic Association since 2003.

Gundars Rudzitis (2), PhD, University of Chicago is a Professor of Geography at the University of Idaho. He has also taught at the University of Texas at Austin and been a Visiting Professor at Boston University, Clark University and the University of New Mexico. He does research in the area of migration and regional development, quality-of-life and development theory, environmental and resource policy with a focus on wilderness and public lands in the American West. He is the author of several books including his forthcoming in 2008 The Ongoing Transformation of the American West for the University of Chicago Press, as well as invited book chapters on where the rural rich live, and why it matters; conflicts on Indian reservations in the American Northwest; and ongoing demographic and social changes in the Northwest.

Joachim Singelmann (2) is the David J. Kriskovich Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Louisiana State University where he is also the director of the Louisiana Population Data Center. Singelmann’s research has focused on sociological and demographic studies of inequalities among populations, including race, sex, and rural-urban differentials. His projects include a study of the emergence of service societies; class structure and mobility in advanced industrial societies; the transformation from central planning to markets in eastern Germany; a panel study of the consequences of welfare reform in Louisiana; and a study of poverty in the Lower Mississippi Delta and the Texas Borderland. Singelmann is the author of From Agriculture to Services:  The Trans¬form¬ation of Industrial Employment and co-author of Ende der Klassengesellschaft? Eine empirische Studie zu Sozial¬struktur und Bewußtsein in der Bundesrepublik. He also co-edited Inequalities in Labor Market Areas. Singelmann’s publications have appeared in the major sociological and demographic journals in the United States and Germany, including American Journal of Sociology, Social Forces, Demography, Rural Sociology, European Sociological Review, Zeitschrift fuer Soziologie, Koelner Zeitschrift fuer Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie, Politische Vierteljahresschriften, and Acta Sociologica. Singelmann’s participation in the project will focus on race and ethnic differentials regarding poverty in metro and nonmetro counties, using spatial analyses as well as hierarchical linear modeling.

Tim Slack (2) is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology at Louisiana State University.  His research interests are in the areas of poverty and inequality, rural sociology, social demography, and work and labor markets.  His work has appeared in both peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes, and has been supported by grants from the USDA, U.S. Department of the Interior, and other sources.  Recent and ongoing projects include studies of working poverty and other forms of underemployment; household livelihood strategies, including participation in the informal economy (i.e., unrecorded work for cash, barter, and/or self-provisioning); persistent poverty in the Texas Borderland and the Mississippi Delta; and labor market restructuring and place-based social vulnerability in the Gulf Coast region following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Tim received his Ph.D. in rural sociology from Penn State in 2004 and has been at LSU since that time.

Michael B. Toney (2,3), Professor of Sociology, has a long history of research on the relationship between poverty and migration.  His most recent work has examined differences between education and occupation and the impact that a mismatch between those two socioeconomic factors can have on migration.  He also focuses on health and migration and is well versed in the use of the National Longitudinal Studies, run by the U.S. Department of Labor.

Alexander Vias (1,2,3) is an Associate Professor of Geography at the University of Connecticut. He received his BA at the University of Colorado, and MA and PhD at the University of Arizona. He has completed national and regional (Rocky Mountain West and the Great Plains) studies on employment and population interactions, rural population redistribution, migration, and the nature of micropolitan areas. Dr. Vias’ current research interests include the analysis of spatial health disparities in rural areas of New England. The research relies on a large range of analytical tools including econometric models, classification techniques, multivariate and spatial statistics, and geographic information systems (GIS). His research has been funded through USDA NRI and NSF grants. 

Christiane von Reichert (1,2,3) is Associate Professor of Geography at The University of Montana. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Idaho. Her research deals with differences in migration destinations of human-capital rich and human-capital poor in the Northwest, with effects of amenities on migration to rural areas, with depopulation of the Northern Great Plains, and with return migration to rural communities of Montana. In recent years, she increasingly incorporated qualitative methodologies in her research and—in cooperation with John Cromartie and Robert Gibbs—she will explore the role that return migration plays for geographically disadvantaged rural communities.

Michael Wilcox (3) is an Assistant Professor at the University of Tennessee in the Department of Agricultural Economics and joined the faculty in March 2006. Dr. Wilcox has a 100% Extension appointment. His areas of interest include rural development, agribusiness organization, and trade. Dr. Wilcox received his doctorate in agricultural economics from Purdue University in 2006. He earned a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences at Cornell University and an M.S. degree in Fisheries and Allied Aquacultures from Auburn University. Dr. Wilcox served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Cameroon from 1993 – 1995.

