Dr. Vicki McCracken
Adminigtrative Advisor WERA 1001
Agricultural Research Center

403 Hulbert Hall

Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-6240

Dear Dr. McCracken

| run therecreational economicsdatacollection program for the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). We conduct regiona and national surveysexploring the economicimportanceof recreationa
fishing to the United States. Thisdataisalso used in the analysisof policis directed at both the recreationa
angler and for hirerecreationa fishing service providers. Wedesign surveysfor multiple modesincluding
in-person, mail, and telephone modes using multiple sampling framesincluding license frames, random
digit dial telephonesurveys, and site based intercept surveys. My participation in WERA 1001 has proven
invaluablein thedesign of qudity surveysand sampling plansfor my agency.

| am writingto indicatethat | am very interested in continued participationin theactivitiesof WERA 1001,
Rurd and Agricultural Surveyswhen it isrenewed. Since NMFSisinvolvedin designing, conducting, and
improving survey methodol ogies, my agency receivesadirect benefit from collaboratingwith other WERA
1001 participants.

| seethevaluefor mysdf and NMFS in collaborating with othersin designing, interpreting, and
disseminating results of researchto improvethe conduct of sample surveysand hopethat WERA 1001 is
renewed.

Sincerdly,

Brad Gentner
Economist
National Marine FisheriesService



