Internal and external linkages 

SAES linkages.   All four regions--Northeast, North Central, Southern and Western--, and a range of horticultural and agronomic crops, were represented on the initial eight-person SAES drafting team that prepared the first draft proposal in early 2005 to obtain the S_temp number for the Plant Breeding Coordinating Committee.  This subsequent draft reflects the input of many more SAES researchers as well as federal and private sector researchers.  Appendix E lists the state reps formally nominated by their experiment station directors to date.   Every SAES has been invited to name an official representative.  Response may depend on how much a state invests in, or perceives benefits from, plant breeding.   

Inter-sector participation.   To gain the perspective required to achieve the goals of this committee, participation from all sectors will be essential.  Bona fide plant breeders and multidisciplinary colleagues from all sectors are invited.  The email list of persons who have asked to receive information about this committee as it develops includes about 140 names as of February 2006 (a number equivalent to about 7% of the plant breeders in the U.S) and is still growing.  The composition is roughly 65% SAES (all regions), 1% ARD/1890 universities, 15% federal, and 15% private sector participation.  Private sector representation is diverse, including small and large seed companies serving both conventional and organic farmers, and commodity groups.  About 25% of current participation represents horticultural crops, 0.8% forestry and 7% multidisciplinary participation.  The remainder, the largest group, represent agronomic crops.  A small team that is organizing the national workshop includes agronomy and horticulture plant breeders from the SAES, federal, and private sectors.    

Multi-disciplinary participation.  Multi-disciplinary participation will vary depending on specific work plan items as decided by the membership.   Agricultural economics and plant pathology have been represented since the early organizing sessions.   Additional disciplines that may be invited to participate include but are not limited to plant physiology, animal science, human nutrition and diet, rural development, marketing and trade, ecology, and others.  

