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Monday 9 June 2008 
Greg Lewis, host of the meeting, welcomed the group to the USDA Sheep Experiment Station.  He proceeded by introducing Bret Taylor and Michelle Mousel (other researchers at the station). Greg briefly outlined a tentative schedule for touring the facilities during the forthcoming days. 
Joan Burke called the meeting to order and allowed the participants to introduce themselves. Joan then announced that Justin Luther and Dan Waldron would serve on the resolutions committee and that Dan Morrical, Stephan Wildeus, and Jim Miller would serve on the nominations committee.  Joan then outlined the schedule for station reports and breaks for the next two days. These minutes describe the order of the reports for the NCERA-190 committee. 

Mike Thonney chaired station reports for Objective 1 (Develop and evaluate methods to improve ewe reproductive efficiency) by Virginia State University (Stephan Wildeus), Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Dave Notter), USDA Meat Animal Research Center (Kreg Leymaster), Oklahoma State University (Raluca Mateescu), North Dakota State University (Justin Luther), and Cornell University (Mike Thonney).   

Joan Burke chaired the station reports for Objective 2 (Develop genetic and environmental strategies to improve efficiency and consumer acceptability of lean tissue accretion in lamb) with began with a collaborative presentation by Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Dave Notter) and USDA Sheep Experiment Station (Greg Lewis and Michelle Mousel), USDA U.S. Meat Animal Research Center (Kreg Leymaster), University of the Virgin Islands Agricultural Experiment Station (Bob Godfrey), and Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Dave Notter).
Henry Zerby chaired the afternoon presentation of station reports for Objective 4 (Evaluate and further develop hair sheep genetic resources in easy-care production systems) by Louisiana State University (Jim Miller who also took the opportunity to provide information on “Lagniappe – something extra”), Texas AgriLife Research Texas A & M System (Dan Waldron), University of Kentucky (Debra Aaron), Dale Bumbers Small farm Research Center, USDA, Arkansas (Joan Burke), and USDA U.S. Meat Animal Research Center (Kreg Leymaster).  The last station report for objective for was tabled until the following day.  

Jim Miller announced that they will be conducting a train-the-trainer program for FAMANCHA training and shared some materials that will be utilized in the program.

Tuesday 11 June 2007 

The meeting reconvened and the last station report for Objective 4 was presented by Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Dave Notter).  Then Dave Thomas of the University of Wisconsin provided the only station report for Objective 3 (Evaluate genetic resources, nutrient requirements, and production systems for milk production). 

Following reports by stations Paul Rodgers from the American Sheep Industry Association introduced other board members who were present (Lyndon Irwin, Guy Flora, Margaret Hinson, and Burton Pfliger).  Paul expressed his appreciation on behalf of ASI and commented that the research and collaborations from the NCERA 190 group have helped move forward the objectives set by the Lamb Meat Adjustment Plan that were put in place. Paul then provided a brief summary of legislative and other issues being addressed by ASI. Jim Morgan, President of the National Sheep Improvement Program, summarized new and ongoing activities of NSIP. Then Lowell Slyter, editor of the Sheep & Goat Research journal provided n update on the active status of the journal.
Our administrative advisor, Dr. Dan Schaefer of the University of Wisconsin gave a brief report. 
He indicated that our annual report is needed in the next 60 days and should include attendance, minutes, accomplishments, etc.  He also stated that the year four of NCERA-190 Committee will expire on September 30, 2009; thus, he recommended that a writing committee be organized to draft a new proposal.  Dan stated “the committee is functioning well and vibrantly, collaboration and research has been very good.”  Dan also explained that due to changes in his current professional responsibilities he will continue to work with the committee through the submission of the new project, but then will resign from his administrative responsibilities to the committee.  Dan noted that he was very pleased with continued evolution of the committee over recent years and its inclusion of scientist from other research areas, which has resulted in a very balanced committee with integrated members further facilitating collaborative research efforts.  

Greg Lewis agreed with Dan’s closing remarks and mentioned that the research conducted by the NCERA committee has contributed greatly to several FASS publications.

Kreg Leymaster thanked Dan Schaefer for his service to the committee and recognized that Dan’s administrative duties and capacity in this area have been the best he has ever seen.

Dave Thomas then recognized two members that were retiring from the committee.  

Howard Meyer (Oregon State University – first experience with the committee was in 1970; it was note that Howard was wearing long pants)

Yves Berger (University of Wisconsin)

Business meeting 

1. The business meeting was called to order by Chair Joan Burke. 
2. Dan Morrical moved and James Miller seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the 2007 meeting. The motion was approved unanimously. 

3. On behalf of the nominations committee, Dan Morrical presented the following proposed 

slate of officers for 2008-2009: 

Chair: Mike Thonney (New York)


Vice-chair: Henry Zerby (Ohio) 

Secretary: Justin Luther (North Dakota State University)

Kreg Leymaster moved to accept the proposed slate of officers.  The motion was seconded by Dan Morrical and passed unanimously. 
4. On behalf of the resolutions committee (Justin Luther and Dan Waldron), Justin Luther 

presented the following resolutions:
Resolution 1:  Be it resolved, the members of the NCERA-190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production express thanks to Greg Lewis, Michele Mousel, other staff members and the 'Mess Club' of the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station for their gracious hospitality and organization of a successful annual meeting of the NCERA-190 sheep research and extension committee. (To be sent to Greg Lewis, U.S. Sheep Experiment Station, Dubois, ID and Dr. Andrew Hammond.)  
Mike Thonney moved and Dave Thomas seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 2:  Be it resolved, the members of the NCERA-190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production wish to express appreciation to the following:

a) American Sheep Industry Association for the presence of Paul Rodgers, Margaret Soulen-Hinson, Guy Flora, Lyndon Irwin, Burton Pfliger and Lowell Slyter. (To be sent to Peter Orwick, Executive Director of ASI and Burdell Johnson, President of ASI)

b) The National Sheep Improvement Program for the presence of Jim Morgan. (To be sent to Jim Morgan, Chairman of NSIP)

Dave Thomas moved and Dave Notter seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 3:  Whereas the NCERA-190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production is composed of sheep scientists from 15 U.S. agricultural universities and three USDA Agricultural Research Service stations, who conduct a large portion of the public sheep research in the U.S., and whereas the committee members review each other’s research and cooperate on joint research projects for the benefit of the U.S. Sheep Industry, be it resolved, the members of the NCERA-190 committee urge the American Lamb Board to direct a portion of their producer check-off funds to the support of sheep production research to improve the competitiveness of U.S. sheep producers. (To be sent to Megan Wortman, Program Director and the ALB President)

Dan Morical moved and Don Ely seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 4:  Be it resolved, the members of NCERA-190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production commend the American Sheep and Goat Center on allocating funds and requesting proposals for sheep and goat research.

(To be sent to Paul Lewis, Chairman of the Board, American Sheep and Goat Center)

Dave Notter moved and Dan Morrical seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 5: Be it resolved, the members of the NCERA-190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production, composed of scientists from 15 agricultural universities and three USDA, Agricultural Research Service stations who conduct a large portion of the public funded sheep research in the U.S., would like to petition the National Organic Program to accept copper oxide wire particles (COWP) as a control aid for the gastrointestinal parasite, Haemonchus contortus. This nematode causes anemia and is one of the limiting factors of organic sheep production in warm, humid climates. Several scientific publications document the efficacy of COWP to control Haemonchus contortus. There are currently no acceptable measures of acute control in lambs that would retain their marketability for organic production. COWP can be packaged into organic capsules and administered to lambs at 0.5 to 1.0 grams per dose. 

(To be included in the official minutes of the 2008 Annual NCERA-190 meeting and available to the submitter of the petition to National Organic Program, James Miller)

Mike Thonney moved and Dan Waldron seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 6:  Be it resolved that the NCERA 190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production recognize the excellent contributions of Dr. Howard Meyer, Oregon State University.  Congratulations and enjoy a retirement of fulfilling activities.  

Dan Morrical moved and Mike Thonney seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 7:  Be it resolved that the NCERA 190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production acknowledges the past involvement and strong contributions made by Yves Berger, University of Wisconsin.  Congratulations and enjoy a retirement of fulfilling activities.  

Dan Waldron moved and Dan Morrical seconded and motion was approved. 
Resolution 8:  Be it resolved that the NCERA 190 committee on Increased Efficiency of Sheep Production recognizes the life long contributions of Dr. Eric Bradford and expresses heartfelt sympathy to his family. (To be sent to Mrs. Eric Bradford).

Dan Morrical moved and Dave Notter seconded and motion was approved. 
5. A committee was appointed to draft a new project proposal.


Joan Burke - Committee Chair 


Mike Thonney


Dan Waldron
Discussion ensued on changing from a NCERA committee to a NC type committee. It was ultimately decided that the strength of the present committee (the multiple discipline areas, which contribute to the holistic systems approach, and facilitates the collaborative arrangements and research among the committee members) is a better fit for the NCR format.

Preliminary discussion for the proposal surrounded potential modifications to Objective 4 and to invite university personnel with an extension component to enhance the outreach and technology transfer from the committee.
6. Jim Miller (Louisiana State University) proposed to host the meeting for the following year.  Greg Lewis moved to accept the invitation, Bob Godfrey seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

7. Dan Morrical announced that Iowa State was developing a software to assist with balancing rations for small ruminants and that it would be available in the near future.
8. It was moved and seconded that the business meeting be adjourned and the motion passed unanimously. 

(End of business meeting minutes) 

After lunch, Henry Zerby (Ohio State University) presented a seminar on lamb carcass traits and meat quality.  Then Kreg Leymaster (USDA U.S. Meat Animal Research Center) presented a seminar on genetics and their influence on sheep and lamb production. 

The attendees then had the opportunity to tour the USDA Sheep Experiment Station and received an update on some rangeland image analysis research being conducted at the station, to visit a nearby potato processing plant, an alfalfa hay distribution center, and a complex that utilized barley for beer processing. 
After the tours the participants dispersed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Henry N. Zerby, 

Secretary 

26 June 2008

Appendix 1, list of 2008 attendees, follows on page 6.

Appendix 1. List of 2008 attendees. 

	Last name
	First name
	Location

	Burke 
	Joan
	USDA, Arkansas

	Miller
	Jim
	Louisiana State

	Wildeus
	Stephan
	Virginia State

	Zerby
	Henry
	Ohio State

	Godfrey
	Bob
	Virgin Islands

	Leymaster
	Kreg
	USDA, MARC

	Notter
	David
	Virginia Tech

	Luther
	Justin
	North Dakota

	Hansen
	Ben
	USDA, MARC

	Morgan
	James
	NSIP

	Waldron
	Dan
	Texas AgriLife 

	Meyer
	Howard
	Oregon State

	Ely 
	Don
	Kentucky

	Slyter
	Lowell
	S & G Res J

	Aaron
	Debra
	Kentucky

	Morrical
	Dan
	Iowa State

	Flora 
	Guy
	ASI

	Irwin
	Lyndon
	ASI

	Pfliger
	Burton
	ASI

	Rodgers
	Paul
	ASI

	Hinson
	Margaret
	ASI

	Thonney
	Mike
	New York

	Mateescu
	Raluca
	Oklahoma State

	Bunch
	Tom
	Utah State

	Schaefer
	Dan
	Wisconsin

	Siddoway
	Cindy
	ASI

	Thomas
	Dave
	Wisconsin

	Lewis
	Greg
	USDA, Dubois

	Mousel
	Michelle
	USDA, Dubois


