Minutes of NCCC-31 Meeting
June 17, 2009

Grand Rapids, MI

Present:

 Wesley Everman, Michigan State University

Jenifer MacAdam, Utah State University

Dave Barker, The Ohio State University

Richard Leep, Michigan State University

Fernanda Ferraro, The Ohio State University

Kenala Nove, The Ohio State University

Anowar Islam, University of Wyoming

Paul Peterson, University of Minnesota

Tim Dietz, Michigan State University

Zuejun Dong, North Dakota State University

Ben Tracy, Virginia Tech

Joseph Moyer, Kansas State

Elysia Berry, Michigan State University

Jim Kells, Michigan State University

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Paul Peterson

Doug Buhler reviewed the process of renewal and noted we were on a one year extension this year.  A letter of intent to renew was due September 15, 2009.  

Accomplishments:

Work in Wisconsin showing Total nitrate-N leached under the living mulch with no added N was reduced 70% relative to the control, and the total nitrate-N leaching under the living mulch with 90 kg ha-1 added N was reduced 35% relative to the control.   Kura clover living mulch offers valuable environmental benefits, but also increases the risk of water stress on the corn.

In Virginia, Initial results from evaluating plant diversity effects in native, warm-season forage mixtures suggest that managing for higher plant diversity in these warm-season native mixtures can have positive effects in the year of establishment.
Work in Ohio showed that Integration of forage cover crops into no-till corn silage production in Ohio can provide supplemental forage for animal feed without detrimental effects on subsequent corn silage productivity, with the added benefit of increasing labile soil C.  In Wyoming, A New variety developed in Wyoming for Brown Root Rot (BRR) resistance, the only U.S. bred BRR resistant cultivar, which has fall dormancy 3, flower color - purple (89%) with variegated (11%) cream, white, and yellow. In addition to BRR, resistance to VW and SN, moderate resistance to AN-R1, PRR, NRKN, PA, and SAA.  Certified seed is available summer 2008. This variety is recommended for winterhardy intermountain and north central regions.  Lander is in the process of getting certification (NA VRB), and is being marketed by Allied Seed. In North Dakota, there was a significant reduction in rhizomes was found under heavy grazing, as compared with moderate grazing. Although rhizomes only account for a small fraction of total below-ground plant biomass, our study suggests that the high rhizome density found in the moderately grazed pastures might be partly responsible for the greater potential of plant regrowth in the moderately grazed pastures than in the heavily grazed pastures on this mixed-grass prairie.  
In Utah, a birdsfoot trefoil study with a dairy cooperator was initiated to collect data from mixtures of moderate- and high-tannin birdsfoot trefoil with orchardgrass or festulolium to determine forage productivity and forage nutritive value. Whole-herd samples for milk fatty acid and DHIA analysis were collected every two days while cattle grazed birdsfoot trefoil.  Results of this study will determine if tannin content of birdsfoot trefoil is important in influencing fatty acid profile of dairy milk. 
Business Meeting:

A writing committee was selected to include Chuck West, Paul Peterson, Jeff Volenec, and Mark Sulc.  Ken Albrecht and Howard Skinner were selected to be the site selection committee for the 2010 meeting.  Ben Tracy and Mark Sulc were selected to be the nominations committee for new officers.  

Committee Reports:  Xuejun Dong was elected to be chair elect and secretary for 2010. The location committee suggested Virginia to be the next meeting.  This was unanimously approved.

There was a discussion of how we could collaborate in a multi-state research effort dealing with assessing the optimal legume content of legume/grass swords.  Ben Tracy was to take responsibility for developing protocol for this project.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM.

Minutes prepared by Richard Leep, Michigan State University
