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Action Items

Living on Small Acreage -- continue developing and complete (Jones)

MWPS 1:1-4 continue develop and complete (MWPS Staff)

MWPS 7 develop chapters – supplements (Holmes)

Private Water – complete

Cow-Calf Handbook (Jones and others at Purdue)

Minutes to Gerald Miller within 60 days of meeting

State reports submitted to Joe Harner

Write a mid term report (Holmes, Jones, Harmon)

Refine the mission statement – Harner forward to Holmes

Development of Rules of Operation – Stowell, Miller, Zulovich, Koenig

2007 meeting – ½ day in service located in Kansas City

June 1st notification of termination of MWPS Staff within 90 days

1 MWPS staff person to handle small fact sheets and maintain web pages, convert existing 


AED’s to paperless publications. 

Draft of new MWPS model ~ $5,000 to 6,000/state for transition to paperless regional 
publications. Base level funding necessary to bridge transition between grant funded 
projects (Committee – Jones & Murphy)

Contact ASABE to see if they will support and distribute existing handbooks.

Jay Harmon presented an overview of the status of MWPS. Based on recent increasing deficits, administration at Iowa State University has recommended ceasing the current operation of MWPS. Appendix B contains the information presented by Jay Harmon on the current status of MWPS and a review of current expenditures and expenses

MWPS 

Appendix C contains information presented by MWPS staff on projects completed during the past year and on going projects.  Currently, there are 3.83 FTE’s supporting MWPS efforts.  NCCC-9 agreed to continue to develop and publish the following handbooks:


Farming on Small Acreages    

MWPS-1 – Books 1 and 4


MWPS-7  revise several chapters and distribute as supplements


Cow-Calf Production Handbook for Corn Growing Region


Private Water Systems 

All of these projects are targeted for completion within the next 6 months. 

Intellectual Property Rights

Discussion on transferring intellectual property rights back to original authors. Since MWPS was transferred back to Iowa State University, ISU currently maintains the copy right of the material.   Committee desired to maintain the copy rights at Iowa State with the ability for members to have access to the material and figures for future needs and material development. 

Recommendation was to print 1,000 copies of Farming on Small Acreages handbook to cover printing and some developmental cost.  Four chapters have been completed and laid out by MWPS staff. 

MWPS- 1 (see Appendix C for an outline of MWPS – 1). Staff is in the process of completing the first of four books in this series. Book 1 is titled Planning, Design, Construction and Utilities.  This book should be completed by September, 2006.

Private Water Treatment is 50 to 60 percent completed. A portion of this material has been forwarded to MWPS staff. Three chapters need refinement of the original material and further review. Targeted completion for review is November 2006.  This material would revert back to author committee in the event MWPS ceases operation.  

Don Jones distributed an outline for a proposed handbook entitled Cow and Calf Production in the Corn Belt (Appendix D). Members provided input on the distributed outline and potential resources of additional information.

Tentative NCCC-9 Mission

The committee participated in a lengthy discussion of the NCCC-9 mission.  The basic mission of NCCC-9 is to promote multi-state cooperative efforts for the development and dissemination of peer reviewed educational programs of relevant engineering knowledge for the rural community.  The mission statement will be further defined by Chair Holmes. 

There was a general discussion about seeking additional support to maintain the MWPS activities, however, no clear direction was established. Potential funding sources included ASABE, NC directors, USDA, EPA, DOE, private donors and foundations.  Various committee members agreed to pursue different sources of funding based on their personal contacts. 

Administrative Report

Dr. Gerald Miller, Iowa State University, contacted the North Central Region Extension Program Leaders in the fall, 2005, for the purpose of updating the group about the status of MWPS. He and his staff completed the NCCC-9 impact report in November, 2005 which is currently posted at the North Central Regional Association web site http://www.wisc.edu/ncra/impactstatements.htm.  Dr. Tom Jordan, Purdue University, is the liaison between NCCC-9 and the NC ANR Program Leaders.  Dr. Jordan distributes monthly the electronic newsletter to all of the NC ANR Program Leaders.  NCCC-9 was approved to commence on October 1, 2004 with the five term ending on September 30, 2009.  A two year mid-term review will be due in December 2006 for approval by the directors at their March 2007 meeting.  Dr. Miller presented an update on federal budget and its potential impact on state programming efforts.  

State Reports – See Appendix A for the state reports. 

Business Meeting 

Ballots distributed for election of a secretary in accordance with NCCC-9 governance guidelines.  Joe Zulovich moved from the vice chair office to chair position.

Officer elections fiscal year 07


Chair 

Joe Zulovich 


Vice Chair 
Joe Harner



Secretary
Richard Stowell


Past Chair 
Brian Holmes



Officers assume new positions on October 1st, 2006. 

Don Jones moved to change title on the distributed ballots from vice chair to secretary. Motion was seconded and past by the committee.

Motion made and seconded to hold the 2007 meeting in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Consensus was to hold the 2007 meeting May 15-16, 2007.

Mid term report committee will be chaired by Brian Holmes.  Don Jones and Jay Harmon volunteered to serve on the committee and help prepare the report.   Dr Miller will forward the template to the committee for report preparation. 

Chairman Holmes recommended the committee develop a set of rules of operation for governance of the committee. A recommendation was made to utilize the old MWPS by laws as the bases for the development of the NCCC-9 of the rules of operation.  Richard Stowell and Joe Zulovich agreed to work with Dr. Miller on the development of the rules of operation.  Rules of operation from other NCCC committees will be reviewed during the development of the NCCC-9 committee rule of operation. 

A brief discussion was held about committee membership. No consensus was reached on how to expand the committee or recruitment of new members. 

Discussion was held on serving as a host committee for development of a north central regional engineering extension meeting.  Potential emerging topics and educational outreach methods were outlined by committee members.   There was a consensus the committee needs to explore some educational programming utilizing video streaming or other technologies. Joe Harner volunteered to develop an afternoon program for the 2007 meeting with an energy focus.  

Report from Tuesday Evening Work Group Sessions

Energy group – informal discussions during the meeting with no action taken

Four State Ventilation Group – develop a series of four fact sheets in place of revising MWPS 32.  The group will try to develop a web site for the ventilation material.

Water Systems group – discussion focused on the pipe sizing and changes in piping material. The group developed a time frame for completion of draft copy by fall 2006. 

Future of MWPS 

Discussion was held on looking beyond the current financial crisis with MWPS and developing a new MWPS model based on electronic publishing.  This format would result in individual states developing AED’s. These publications would be peer reviewed similar to the current MWPS review process and once completed placed on a general web site (current MWPS). Once hard copies of the current handbooks were depleted, then the handbooks would be sub divided into AED’s.   A committee composed of  – Kathy Walker, Pat Murphy, Bill Casady, Ken Hellevang, and Jay Harmon was established to develop a template for regional publications, the peer reviewed process and placement on web sites.  This would ensure some uniformity in the procedures, layout, and editing.   Bill Casady agreed to chair this committee and develop a statement.  

Additional Items

Jay Harmon agreed to provide electronic mailing updates on MWPS status. 


Joe Zulovich provided a brief update of some ASABE publishing activities and potential cooperation between the ASABE and MWPS organizations. Iowa State will contact Donna Hull at ASABE. 

NCCC-9 committee members agreed to meet at the 2006 ASABE meeting in Portland, OR to continue discussions and receive an update on MWPS.

Ken Hellevang, on behalf of NCCC-9 committee, concluded by expressing their heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the MWPS staff for their many years of faithful service. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday May 24, 2006.

Submitted by:
Joseph Harner

NCCC-9 Secretary, 2006
Approved:

Signed Brian Holmes
Brian Holmes
NCCC-9 Chair, 2006
Signed Gerald A. Miller
Gerald A. Miller
NCCC-9 Administrative Advisor 2006
Appendix A

State Reports

Illinois
Illinois -- University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Reporting scientists: Ted Funk, Yuanhui Zhang, Marvin Paulsen

MWPS materials for training and regulatory compliance

1. LPES curriculum for state Certified Livestock Manager Training.  As of 2006 we have used the LPES manual for four years as instructional material in our state mandated producer training.  Every producer going through the training must have a copy of the manual, as the workshop and the state exam are taken from those materials.  We estimate a total audience (three year certification cycle) of about 3,000 producers.  Besides the CLM training, we also have used the LPES manual materials in college and community college classroom instruction.  We have developed an on-line quiz program for producers to utilize in becoming certified as part of their state-mandated training in waste management handling.  Quiz questions are taken from the LPES curriculum.  

2. Our state references MWPS-36, Concrete Manure Storages Handbook and updates, in the regulation for new manure storage construction.  Many producers and contractors refer to that publication during construction planning.  

3. Illinois Manure Management Plan workbook.  The Workbook,  published under contract by MWPS, continues to be used in our state for producers and consultants writing manure management plans for NRCS, state, and IEPA requirements.  Users and agencies have been very pleased with the material and its features.  We are building on the content of the Workbook to produce an interactive web site that will offer extended facility management and recordkeeping features to individual users.

Market development

4. Horse Handbook revision.  To satisfy the growing audience of horse owners in the state, and especially the Chicago collar counties, University of Illinois Extension is increasing programming for horse facilities and horse manure management.  We estimate a potential sales market for several hundred copies per year of the revised MWPS-15 Horse Handbook, and are routinely promoting the Handbook as a primary reference.

5. House Planning Handbook MWPS-16 revision.  The new handbook will be the required text for the undergraduate course, TSM-371 Residential Housing, taught each spring semester in the UIUC Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering. 

6. Species targeted catalog sheets at meetings.  We put together and continue to use a series of species-targeted catalog sheets for commodity meetings and CLM training workshops, to assist with selection of recommended MWPS materials.

7. Multi-State Commercial Manure Haulers Program.  We have worked with several states (WI, MI, OH, IN, MN) to create a three level voluntary certification program that builds on several of the lessons and PowerPoint presentations from the LPES curriculum.  Completion of the different levels of certification by the haulers can result in reduced liability and environmental insurance rates.  Better trained employees can also minimize or prevent accidents, spills and human mistakes.  The LPES curriculum provides training materials that cut across state lines, preventing us from having to re-write materials for each state.

Indiana
Indiana -- Purdue University (2006)
ABE Staff Changes: No new staff members in last 12 months however Dennis Buckmaster from PSU will be joining Purdue ABE in August to teach in the ASM curriculum. The only change was the retirement of Harry Gibson. 

Significant departmental efforts related to mission of NCR-9

· Indiana has a new Dept. of Agriculture which is interested in modifying the National Certification Curriculum for large livestock operations, currently listed on the website of the National Center for Manure and Animal Waste Management.

           http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/natlcenter/modelcertification.htm
Several Purdue staff members are working with them to see if this can be modified to work in the state. If this goes forward, it likely would apply to the 500 or so CAFOs in Indiana and will result in a significant investment by Purdue in outreach education in this area.

· The national Air Quality monitoring project supported by EPA begins this year, and involves a number of universities but is led by Al Heber at Purdue.  This will involve a significant investment of time and effort to monitor up to 13 animal production sites around the US.

· The revision of the MWPS-14 water book involves Purdue and North and South Dakota staff.  The status is that this book is between 60 and 70% finished. The last edition was published in 1979 and has been reprinted five times, so we are anticipating a strong demand for this book.

· An outline for handbook entitled “Cow-calf production in the Midwest” has been developed and development is expected to begin in Fall, 2006. Conditions in the Corn Belt are significantly different from the large ranch production units in the West so we felt this needed to be limited to the Midwest in order to serve the large number of small cow-calf units there.

Iowa
Iowa:  Iowa State University
Reporting Scientist, Jay Harmon.  See Appendix B
Kansas
Kansas: Kansas State University 
Kansas State University currently forwards inquires for MWPS materials to Iowa State University and no longer handles direct sales unless we have a requested publication in our MWPS inventory.  Generally the publications in our inventory are similar to those remaining in MWPS inventory. After July 1, 2006 we will maintain a limited number of copies in our inventory for better space utilization.    The Biological and Agricultural Engineering Department currently has 5.5 FTE’s for extension educational efforts on-campus. One other FTE is located off campus with an irrigation focus.  The on-campus tenths are distributed as follows 0.5 for administration, 0.8 for grain and livestock systems, 2.4 for power and machinery (spray, machinery systems and safety), 1.0 for irrigation and 1.2 for water quality.   There are 3 full time extension associates. A new area for BAE this past year was hiring of an extension associate to address utilization of green spaces in urban communities to improve water quality from rainfall events.  Most of these program areas currently have a web page providing educational opportunities. All MWPS news releases are publicized through the BAE Plain Talk which is distributed 6 times per year to Kansas county educators. Recently, the housing news release was distributed through the K-State Research and Extension newsletter which includes the Family and Consumer Science professionals. A Manure to Methane conference was held in Nov, 2005 with over 100 in attendance representing six states.  MWPS material is referenced in the statewide certification of swine manure applicators. Currently, other livestock operations are not required to be certified prior to land application of manure.  Professional staff time was utilized to key in the text from MWPS 6: Beef Handbook into a Word format and scan figures from this handbook.  

The BAE program at Kansas State University will see the addition of two new faculty positions in the machinery systems area prior September 1, 2006 and completed a national search for a department head in 2005. Dr. Gary Clark was selected for this position.  The department has tentatively completed a successful ABET accreditation in the fall 2005. 

Minnesota
Minnesota:  University of Minnesota Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering (BAE)

· As part of the University’s goal to become one of the top three public universities in the world, the University of Minnesota College of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Sciences (COAFES; home to the BAE Department) is being merged with the College of Natural Resources (CNR) on July 1, 2006. The name for the merged college will be the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resources Sciences (CFANS). A search committee is conducting an international search for a new dean for CFANS, but the new “permanent” dean isn’t likely to be named until fall 2006, so an interim dean will probably be named in June 2006.

· As part of the college merger, the Department of Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering in COAFES will be merging with the Department of Bio-based Products (formerly Wood and Paper Science) in CNR effective July 1, 2006. Bio-based Products has a new, very small engineering program and several larger non-engineering programs. The name for the new, merged Department will probably include elements of both current department names; the name is likely to be approved at the July 2006 Board of Regents meeting. A fast-track search open only to tenured professors in CFANS is being conducted for a new Department Head who will be appointed in June 2006.

· Before the college merger was announced, Bio-based Products received permission to fill four faculty positions. Three of those searches have been completed. The fourth search for a faculty member to work on biodegradation is still underway and is likely to be completed by July 2006.

· Phil Goodrich, full professor in Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering, has started phased retirement.

· The North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (NCR-SARE) program, a USDA grant program, will be moving to St Paul over the next few years. Bill Wilcke is the Regional Coordinator for the program. For a few years, there will be some NCR-SARE staff at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln and some staff in the department currently known as Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering at the University of Minnesota in St Paul. Bill will be working full time for the NCR-SARE program for about the next year as the transition to Minnesota begins and then he will continue to work about 60% time for NCR-SARE and 40% time for the University of Minnesota Extension Service.

· The University of Minnesota Extension Service named a new Dean and Director fall 2005. Dean Beverly Durgan was an associate dean in COAFES before being named Dean and Director and before that she was a University of Minnesota Extension weed scientist. Recently, Dean Durgan was also named the Director of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.

Missouri – No Report
Nebraska
Nebraska: University of Nebraska – Lincoln
Rick Koelsch reports that the EMS (Environmental Management Systems) team has developed a set of 6 publications and has been working with MWPS to sell EMS materials via electronic download and possibly hard copy.  Producers in several states, including one in Nebraska, are in latter stages of pilot testing EMS on their operations.  The objective is to incorporate environmental management into the overall management of the farm operation.

Rick also reports that a publication on Vegetative Treatment Systems (VTS) has been developed in conjunction with NRCS.  There is considerable interest in these systems, especially among producers having smaller operations, as an alternative to containment and subsequent handling of lot runoff.  This publication will be available for free electronic download via NRCS websites, but has also been approved for electronic distribution and sales via MWPS if the market warrants this.

The Heartland Water Quality Initiative continues to provide targeted educational programs on improved management of nutrients from livestock operations.  LPES curriculum materials are utilized frequently in these and related regional activities.

Rick Stowell notes that advanced ventilation workshops were presented by the four-state (SD, NE, IA, MN) team this year in addition to some additional basic workshops.  The advanced workshops address the control of variable-speed fans and trouble-shooting controller settings in case farm scenarios.  The basic workshop materials include MWPS-32, and both workshops refer frequently to Agricultural Ventilation Fans, IL-05.

Considerable interaction is occurring with producers and county officials regarding odor impact assessment via the Odor Footprint Tool.  Three invited presentations were made this past year at statewide conferences for officials and use of the Footprint Tool was pilot tested in one county.  The main goal is to have local decisions being made by well-informed officials with more science-based support.  Referrals are made to LPES materials for additional information on air quality.

North Dakota
North Dakota:  North Dakota  State University 

Ken Hellevang distributed the 2006 MWPS catalog to Extension county offices, area specialists, Ag & Natural Resource Specialists, Department Heads within the College of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Natural Resources, and to our eight Research and Extension Centers. A cover letter highlights new publications, provides an overview of all MWPS publications, and reminds them of other resources available from Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering including our website.

A news release, Free 2006 MWPS Catalog Available, was distributed by Ken through the NDSU Ag News network.

Ken distributed a news release announcing the new MWPS publication Rectangular Concrete Manure Storages to the NDSU Extension Service Animal Production Team members.

Ken completed revisions of MWPS House Handbook chapters on Foundations and on Utilities.

Tom Scherer reviewed a draft of the Country Living publication and wrote material to be included.

Tom is working on the revision to the Private Water Systems Handbook.  This is requiring considerable effort because so much has changed since the previous edition.

Tom determined that the appropriate North Dakota audiences for Residential Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems: An Operation and Maintenance Service Provider Program were sanitarians, government agency personnel and some installers. He sent an email with the news release to these contacts.

During 2005, the number of requests for MWPS portions of our website were: 2,108 Livestock; 1,114 Construction; 675 Farm Safety, 561 Livestock Waste Management, 419 Fruit & Vegetable, 395 Ventilation, 391 Grain, 351 Greenhouse, 331 Business, and 316 Home. The MWPS plans accessed were: 4,116 Machinery Storage Buildings; 2,128 Sheep Buildings; 467 Two-bedroom Townhouse, 446 Insulated Pump House, 281 Liquid Manure Tank, and 201 Pesticide Storage Building. Our web site for MWPS materials links people to the MWPS.org website.

We added about 1,000 plans to our NDSU Plans website http://www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/abeng/buildingfacility.htm during the past year.

During 2005, our website www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/abeng was accessed by 213,235 distinct hosts. The top plans accessed were:  playground equipment 57,714; purple martin birdhouse 56,886; outdoor fireplace and table 41,345; dormitory loft cabin 16,899; rabbit hutch 16,120; dog houses 11,412; frame smoke house 11,397; rabbit house 11,367; rabbit cage shelter 10,254; storage sheds 10,113; barn eaves details 9,547; tourist cabin 8,866; and cabin 8,749.

During the past year, we sold only 11 MWPS publications from our office. In comparison, we sold 838 publications during 1994. Publication sales have been transferred to MWPS.

We have a new faculty member, Scott Pryor. His focus is teaching and research on Biorenewable Products and Bioprocessing. Lowell Disrud is retiring in August. His appointment is teaching and research in water resources. A search committee has been formed to hire a replacement. Our department research program is currently emphasizing biorenewable energy (particularly biodiesel), biorenewable products, sensor development related to food safety, and surplus water management through irrigation.

Vern Hofman, Machinery Specialist with the NDSU Extension Service, retired on March 31.  John Nowatzki, our Geospacial Technology Specialist, will be assuming the position of Machinery Systems Specialist. We now have only three extension positions; Ken – crop post harvest engineering and structures & environment engineering with a focus on moisture problems in buildings and associated mold problems; Tom - irrigation & water resources, and home septic systems; and John Nowatzki – geospatial technology for precision resource management, conservation tillage technologies, agricultural chemical application technology, and agricultural machinery. Energy has become the hot topic for all of us, with support for a portion of our program coming from the state energy office in the ND Department of Commerce. 

Ohio
Ohio: The Ohio State University 

OSU publicized the Horse Handbook with an exhibitor at "Quarter Horse Congress" in Columbus in October, and put them in contact with Susan Lucke.

The MWPS publication catalog was distributed to all 88 County Extension offices.

The Conservation Tillage CD was provided to all students in a machinery class, mainly for future agricultural education teachers.

Developed a 2-hour training module on odor and air quality control for the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Large Livestock Manager Certification Trainings.  MWPS-18 Outdoor Air Quality was used as major text book.
 
Introduced MWPS-1 Structures and Environment Handbook as a supplementary text book to class FABE 645​Environmental Control of Agricultural Structures.  
 
Ohio air quality conferences were organized annually.  MWPS-18 Outdoor Air Quality was often used as the conference in-service training handout.
 
OSU distributed all MWPS newsletters and published a couple at the Ohio County Journal
 
Conducted air quality assessment studies at eight Ohio farms. Country agents are recruited  in the studies and trained on measurement methods for farm air quality assessment.

South Dakota
South Dakota: South Dakota State University
Livestock odor information was presented at five county feedlot hearings. The attendance from 25 to over 100 people consisted of producers, feedlot officers, local government officials, and concerned citizens. Dr. Dick Nicolai also presented odor information and training at meetings in MN, IA, and NE.

The South Dakota Odor Footprint Tool (SDOFT) was developed for estimating odor impacts from livestock and poultry facilities to the surrounding community. These estimations are useful for local government land use planners, livestock producers, and citizens concerned about the odor impact of existing, expanding, or new animal production sites. A publication and an on-line interactive version of the tool were made available.
A study on the effect a tree windbreak has on odor and hydrogen sulfide dispersion was completed. The project report results showed a reduction of over 70% immediately adjacent to a mature windbreak at wind speeds of less than 5 mph, but less than 35% with only an immature windbreak of trees approximately 15 feet tall. 

Research was completed to determine the inner wall slope to adjust for media settling of a vertical biofilter. The object was to maintain uniform airflow through the face of the media. A graduate thesis and conference papers were published and presented at the Air & Waste Management Assoc. meetings. Water application methods for vertical biofilter media were investigated and a report was published. Also a sensor to monitor the media moisture content was tested and calibrated.

A second generation advance workshop is being developed with a multi-state effort including Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota and South Dakota to educate barn managers on fan motor curves, troubleshooting procedures, and 3 case studies. Several workshops have been conducted.  

A research project is continuing to study vegetated treatment areas for four cattle facilities and one heifer raising facility.  The sites ranging from 500 to 1000 head are located across South Dakota.   In addition, funding was received through a grant from NRCS to the Iowa Cattlemen’s to study vegetated treatment area for CAFO in six states.  South Dakota is planning on monitoring two sites.   

Wisconsin
Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin - Madison
Molly Jahn of Cornell University will become the new Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at UW-Madison on August 1, 2006.

The MidWest Rural Energy Council (MREC) supported Revision of the Wiring Handbook (MWPS- 28) to the tune of about $10k and sold 160 copies at the annual conference.

Wisconsin Dept. of Ag. Trade and Consumer Protection, Pesticide and Fertilizer Containment Standards was published by MWPS in February 2005

The MWPS Sprinkler Irrigation Systems publication MWPS - 30 was used in an irrigation systems class for turf, agronomy and horticulture students (BSE 216).  The publication was very informative, easy to understand and useful.

MWPS materials have been shared in China. There is an interest in translating the “Dairy Freestall Housing and Equipment” handbook into Chinese. Possibly a sale of the rights to someone in China or a US Grains Council project request could be made to pay for the cost of translation and then sell the publication on line. 

MWPS materials have been distributed to several dairy teams in Wisconsin.

The Minnesota OFFSET model was modified and incorporated into the state livestock siting law as a means of addressing odor problems of large livestock operations as they are sited or expanded.
Authors have been identified and encouraged to make improvements to the MWPS-7 “Dairy Freestall Housing and Equipment” handbook. Progress on the various chapters is as follows:

1. Data Summary – No progress

2. Total Dairy Facilities – Reference materials being accumulated

3. Replacement Housing  - Progress is almost complete for a review. 

4. Milking Herd Facilities – Written and ready for review

5. Milking Center – No progress

6. Special Handling and Treatment Facilities – Unknown progress

7. Building Environment – Natural Ventilation Systems revised and submitted to lead author

8. Manure and Effluent Management – Written and ready for review

9. Feeding Facilities – Mostly written not quite ready for review

10. Utilities - Unknown progress

Appendix B
Brief Summary -- 2006 MWPS Update

Jack Moore retired in August 2005 and Diane Huntrods, LPES Manager contract expired in December, 2005.  The current MWPS staff includes:
Bill  Koenig Project Manager, Acquisitions

Kathy Walker Graphic Designer

Susan Lucke (0.5 FTE) Marketing

Kris Wilson (0.33 FTE)Clerical, web, shipping, bookkeeping

One clerical position is currently split with ABE at ISU. This position is 1/3 MWPS, 2/3 ABE. The current staff expenditures have decreased from 23,179 in July, 2005 to the current level of 12,849 in July, 2006.  Anticipated annual payroll based on current staff is $154,188.
MWPS and ISU anticipate a monthly operating budget of just under $29,000 including salay, printing, postage, freelancers and other operating expenses. The following figures provide an overview of annual sales and financial summary during the past two years.
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Jay Harmon also presented information on anticipated budget needs and some of the issues current facing MWPS due to increase budget deficits and ISU efforts to reduce MWPS  staff while continue selling handbooks to reduce the current debt. 
Appendix C

Summary of  NCCC-9 Projects Completed 2004-2006

· Hoop Barn series: September 2004 (Six publications) (96 pages)

· Managing Dry Grain in Storage (AED-20): October 2004. (24 p ages)

· Farmstead Planning Handbook CD (MWPS-2): December 2004 (CD)

· Manure Characteristics (MWPS-18, Sec 1, revision): July 2004 (24 pages)

· Horse Facilities Handbook (MWPS-60): December 2004 (240 pages)
· Wisconsin Minimum Design and Construction Standards for Concrete Mixing and Loading Pads and Secondary Containment Structures: February 2005 (96 pages)

· University of Illinois CNMP Project: March 2005 (150 pages)

· Rectangular Concrete Manure Storages Handbook (MWPS-36): June 2005 (88 pages)

· Dairy Conference Proceedings (4SD18): June 2005 (280 pages)

· Residential Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems: An Operation and Maintenance Service Provider Program (CIDWT): November 2005 (280  pages)
· Wiring Handbook for Rural Facilities (MWPS-28): February 2006 (96 pages)

· The House Handbook: Guidelines for Building or Remodeling Your Home (MWPS-16): May 2006 (200 pages)

· Living On Acreages: What You Need to Know  (MWPS-50): June 2006 (108 pages)

· Dairy Conference Proceedings (4SD19): June 2006 (114 pages)

Total Number of Projects completed for 2004-2006:   19
NCCC-9 Projects In Progress

	Project
	Status

	MWPS-1
	Structures and Environment Handbook.  Broken into 4 books.  The first two are nearing completion.  Tentative publication dates: Books 1 & 2, fall 2006.  Books 3 & 4, spring 2007.  (app. 200 pages each)

	MWPS-7
	Freestall Dairy Handbook. 
Tentative release date: January 1, 2007. (app. 170 pages)

	MWPS-14
	Private Water Systems. Published originally in 1979. Over 27,000 copies in five printings sold. Last printing in 1992. Revised edition could have great public interest. A major revision should be ready for release in Spring or Summer of 2007.  (app. 120 pages)

	Other Projects
	CNMP teaching material will be available in 2007. (CD plus app. 330 pages)

Beef Cow-Calf Production in the MidWest, expected in 2008.


Appendix D
Meeting Critical Regional Extension Needs for Energy Education 

Using Electronic Delivery

A Proposal from NCCC-9

Purpose


North Central states are facing many of the same issues concerning resource needs for extension clientele about a variety of topics.  The most immediate and high profile issues concern alternative energy, energy conservation, zoning of confinement animal feeding operations (CAFO) and air quality issues.  Most of these issues involve expertise from agricultural engineering, farm management, economics, animal science and agronomy.  This proposal presents a unified plan for states to leverage this expertise regionally to address timely issues within the individual states.  NCCC-9 proposes to develop a series of targeted regional electronic publications to meet urgent needs of our clientele that will be branded as developed by the specific universities in the North Central region and made freely available to those universities.  This will serve as a springboard to create an energy community of practice within eXtension.

Objectives

· Develop a series of eight (8) energy electronic publications to be delivered to clientele throughout the region and made available for all universities in the region.

· Work toward becoming an energy community of practice within eXtension in the future. 
Plan of Work


NCCC-9 committee members, representing their respective universities, will work to prioritize and develop this series of electronic Extension publications.  These will be focused and generally less than 16 pages in length (when the user chooses to print them) and include frequently asked questions.  NCCC-9 will contract with MWPS to assist with development.  These publications will be made available in electronic format to participating universities.  They will also be placed in PDF ™ form on the MWPS web site on a special page listing all the contributing universities.  A peer review process will be followed in order to provide participating faculty with evidence of scholarly activities.

Procedure

· NCCC-9 members will identify appropriate authors with interest, expertise and commitment from around the region to participate in manuscript development. All publications will involve authors from at least two of the contributing universities.  Authors will be pursued from various disciplines with a goal of including a non-engineer author on at least half of the electronic publications.

· Manuscripts will be delivered to the coordinating editor as near-complete drafts.  

· Jay Harmon, Professor of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering at ISU, will coordinate a peer review of each publication. An effort will be made in the review process to ensure that all areas of the NC Region are represented in the preparation and review of publications.  At least one non-engineer will be included as a reviewer on each paper.

· Publications approved through the peer review process will be modified as needed by the authors to address the comments of the review team as is the case for peer-reviewed publications submitted to our research journals.

· Professional layout, editing and specialty figure development will be performed by MWPS staff.  

· The publication will be added to the MWPS web site, made available to contributing universities and a news release will distributed by MWPS to its national network of news media regarding each publication.

· NCCC-9 will cooperate with eXtension to ensure that these publications receive National exposure.

Targeted Publications


NCCC-9 has identified a series of energy publications as a priority need for year one.  If funded, the goal of NCCC-9 is to develop eight publications in the first year.  Additional years could pursue further energy issues, zoning of confinement animal feeding operations (CAFO) or air quality issues.  Input would be requested from the NC Extension Directors on specific priorities.  All facilitators are NCCC-9 members but they will seek non-engineering authors to participate in development of manuscripts.


Targeted electronic publications and NCCC-9 facilitators:

· Principles of Energy - Casady (UMo)

· Biomass Stoves – Hellevang (NDSU)

· Energy Conservation in the Home - Pohl (SDSU)

· Methane Digestion – Jones (IN) & Fulhage (UMo))

· Energy Efficient Crop Production- Casady (UMo)

· Energy Efficient Grain Drying - Casady (UMo & Hellevang NDSU)

· Energy Efficient Livestock Production - Harmon (ISU)

· Biodiesel – Hellevang (NDSU), Schumacher (UMo)

· Wind Energy – Scherer (NDSU) 

· Selecting Energy Systems-  Pohl (SDSU)

· Fuel Cost Comparison Chart – Hellevang (NDSU)

· Use of Distiller Grains (IN) and (MN)

Proposed Timeline  (This is a minimum timeline. We expect several publications will move faster.)

August 15, 2006
Identify and confirm facilitator for each of 10 publications (this will help ensure 8 are produced in a 12 month period).

September 15, 2006
Have at least two authors (from different participating universities) identified for each publication. MWPS will provide authors with guidelines for text preparation 

Oct. 1, 2006-Feb. 1, 2006
Notify NCCC9 members of monthly publication status so that timely progress can be maintained.

February 1, 2007
Drafts of texts and needed graphics will be due to begin the peer review process.

March 1, 2007
Peer review process complete.

March 1- May 1 
Final editing and completion of artwork. 

May 1, 2007
All publication posted on website and made available to participating universities.

Proposed Budget


The estimated budget for this proposed effort appears below.  It is calculated based on the original MWPS funding formula and assumes that all states in the NC region will participate.
	Item
	FY 07

	Salaries (coordination, editing, artwork)
	$40,000

	Benefits (32.4 %)

	$12,960

	Office expenses (phones, web page hosting)

	$3000

	Computer and software expense



	$3000

	TOTAL 






	$58,960


Allocation for each state, based on original funding formula
	State
	Percentage
	FY 07

	Illinois
	10.60%
	$6,250

	Indiana
	9.70%
	$5,719

	Iowa
	10.30%
	$6,073

	Kansas
	6.00%
	$3,538

	Michigan
	9.70%
	$5,719

	Minnesota
	9.60%
	$5,660

	Missouri
	9.40%
	$5,542

	Nebraska
	5.50%
	$3,243

	North Dakota
	3.90%
	$2,299

	Ohio
	11.70%
	$6,898

	South Dakota
	4.00%
	$2,358

	Wisconsin
	9.60%
	$5,660


Justification

NCCC-9 has a long history of developing regional publications.  Working through our current structure (MWPS) we can produce peer-reviewed, high quality electronic publications.  Additionally:

· Expertise is regional, with no one state having experts in every area.  This is a way to effectively share that expertise.

· Regional development will be less expensive than any one university would pay through their own system.  

· Expertise will cover the region, giving credibility to all universities that participate.  Instead of getting credit for one publication, each state will show the impact of sponsoring eight educational pieces.

· Electronic publications will be uniform in their design and be easily found in a central location.

· A well-developed regional and national media contact system can promote electronic publications far beyond the normal state limits of extension systems.
APPENDICES

See Appendix C
� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���








� Proposal subcommittee includes: Jay Harmon, Iowa State University; Don Jones, Purdue University; Joe Harner, Kansas State University; Brian Holmes, University of Wisconsin; and Bill Casady, University of Missouri.
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