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Minutes of the Meeting

The meeting convened at 1:21 PM.  Jeff Zimmerman, NC-229 President, presiding

Raymond Rowland, secretary.

Old Business

The minutes from last year’s meeting were submitted for approval.  Joan Lunney made a motion for approval which was seconded by Kelly Lager.  Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote.

Jeff announced that all station reports had been received.  Rowland and Zimmerman will prepare the final report for approval.

Jeff made a few comments regarding the PRRS symposium.  There were 220 registered for the meeting from 19 different countries.  A total of 76 poster abstracts were submitted.  Ciara Goldsmith (NPB) organized the registration of guests.  Paul Sundberg from NPB was present and received thanks from the group for NPB’s participation in the symposium:  setting up the registration website, printing the proceedings, printing name tags, and welcoming the registrants. 

The total bill for last year’s meeting was $8,000.  This year the cost is $74 per person, with an estimated total cost of $20,000.  The bulk of the cost will be paid by corporate donations.  Mike Murtaugh indicated that the PRRS CAP grant would pick up the remaining cost.

David Benfield, NC-229 Advisor, provided a few comments.  He identified several important changes.  USDA is focusing on accountability.  There will be an eventual loss of formula funding, which will be called base funding.  USDA plans to form a National Institute of Food Agriculture and Natural Resources.  Dave felt that as a group, we have reached a “plateau” in PRRS research.  As a group we are heavily focused on vaccines without addressing some of the more fundamental questions.  “What are you (N-229) not doing that needs to be done?” 

Paul Sundberg, representing the National Pork Board, made a few comments.  He identified five important points.

1. 
The NPB is thankful for the CAP’s (NC-229) participation in PRRS research.

2. 
He shared Dave’s concerns about the direction of NC-229 research.

3. 
There needs to be better coordination between NPB and CAP.  In 2005, the NPB funded $1.8 million towards the PRRS Initiative.  For 2006, the projected budget is $1.7.

4. 
Need to take PRRS research to the producers.

5. 
The Animal Science Committee is initiating a discussion on genetic resistance to PRRS.  This will provide an additional opportunity for CAP/NC-229 to become involved. 

Fernando Osorio complemented the NPB for the inclusion of foreign researchers in the PRRS Initiative. 

Jeff Zimmerman commented that PRRS CAP, NC-229 and NPB represent a triumvirate.  He also noted the absence of Eric Neumann, formerly of the NPB.  He further suggested that a member of NC-229 attend NPB meetings.

Mike Murtaugh indicated the importance of communication.  One example is the use of conference calls, which were initiated as part of the CAP.

Mike Murtaugh, representing the PRRS CAP initiated a discussion on the CAP renewal.  The deadline for submission of the renewal is October 30, 2006.  He identified important areas to focus on during the re-write.

1.
Identify ourselves as a unique group.

2. 
Further develop productive interactions - make the whole greater than the sum of its parts.

3. 
Develop a “program” approach. 

4. 
Improve leveraging.

Another important point is to focus on regional elimination and genetics.

Joan Lunney indicated a need to develop more collaborative projects.  She cited the “Big Pig” project as an example.  She suggested that we not invest so much time on competitive grants.  

Jane Hennings suggested that we look at grants before submission and find collaborations during submission.  Identify individuals who could collaborate on experiments. 

Jeff suggested 2 year funding for projects.

One concern raised by Mike was the slow turnaround time by the University of Minnesota’s grants office.  He indicated that things are improving. 

Peter Johnson, representing USDA, provided comments to the group.  The CSREES budget remains relatively unchanged.  He handed out the new USDA NRI proposal guidelines.  As far as the CAP goes, there may only be one more renewal.  It is assumed that projects will become self-supporting. 

New Business

The AASV meeting in Kansas City in March 2006 will provide the next opportunity to discuss the CAP renewal.  The group thanked John Jodzio, Mike Murtaugh’s assistant, for his excellent work and many contributions.  Nominations were opened for secretary.  Joan Lunney was nominated and seconded.  The voice vote was unanimous.  She is the new secretary and Raymond Rowland assumes the presidency.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:11 PM.

SUMMARY OF THE 6TH ANNUAL MEETING OF NC-229 / INTERNATIONAL PRRS SYMPOSIUM (December 03, 2005)
1.  Registrants (See Appendix A)
2.  Proceedings (See Appendix B)
3.  Program (see below
)

FRIDAY DECEMBER 2, 2005.

15:00  
Registrants check in (Pre-registration required.  No walk-ins accepted)


Conference Room B - available for poster set-up and viewing

18:00 
Conference Room A - Keynote Presentation:  Engineering porcine coronavirus genomes for vaccine development - the PRRS virus case.  Luis Enjuanes.  Centro Nacional de Biotecnologia, Campus Universidad Autónoma, Cantoblanco, Madrid  

18:45
Reception and cash bar
SATURDAY DECEMBER 3, 2005

VIRAL GENOME

Moderators: Dongwan Yoo, Fernando Osorio

8:00   
Keynote Presentation:  Neutralization and virulence determinants of equine arteritis virus:  Implications for PRRS virus pathogenesis and immunity.   Udeni B.R. Balasuriya.  Department of Veterinary Science, University of Kentucky

8:45
The virus, PRRSV.   D. Yoo*

9:15
PRRS virus small envelope protein as a potential viroporin required for uncoating and replication (#18).   C. Lee*, W.J.B. Hanna, G.A. Woolley, D. Yoo

9:30
Significance of structural genes of PRRS virus for virulence and attenuation (#15).  B.J. Kwon*, I.H. Ansari, A.K. Pattnaik, F.A. Osorio

9:45
Influence of N-linked glycosylation of PRRS virus GP5 on virus infectivity, antigenicity, and ability to induce neutralizing antibodies (#2).   I.H. Ansari*, B.J. Kwon, F.A. Osorio, A.K. Pattnaik 

10:00
Nonstructural protein 2 mutations of PRRS virus strain VR-2332 infectious clone based on deletions seen in RFLP184 isolates are viable (#8).   J. Han, K.S. Faaberg*, Y. Wang, H. Liu

10:15
Break

DIAGNOSTICS

Moderators:  Jane Christopher-Hennings, Steve Kleiboeker

10:30
Using a PRRS risk assessment tool to evaluate herds and nucleotide sequencing for epidemiology.   P. Yeske 
10:50
A practitioner/researcher's perspective on PRRS virus diagnostics: past, present and future.   R.B. Baker

11:05
An improved method for PRRS virus surveillance and monitoring (#31).   R. Simer*, J. Prickett, E.-M. Zhou, J. Zimmerman

11:20
Detection of isotype-specific anti-PRRS virus antibodies in swine oral fluid samples (#32).   E.-M. Zhou, R. Simer, J. Zimmerman 

11:35
Evaluation of a new field test to detect PRRS virus antibodies in swine sera (#28).   E. Mende, J.P. Cano, H.S. Joo

11:50
Detection of PRRS using an in-solution and fiber-immobilized FRET immunosensor (#26).   B. Heits, D. Lichlyter, S. Kleiboeker, S.A. Grant*

Noon 
Luncheon Buffet served in the Terrace Restaurant

IMMUNE RESPONSE

Moderators:  Federico Zuckermann, Joan Lunney

13:00  
Keynote Presentation:  Immunity and vaccines to animal coronaviruses: Lessons for PRRS virus.   Linda Saif.  Food Animal Health Research Program, The Ohio State University
13:45
PRRS virus modulates the innate immune function of porcine plasmacytoid dendritic cells (#33).   G. Calzada-Nova*, R.J. Husmann, W.M. Schnitzlein, F.A. Zuckermann

14:00
Effect of PRRS virus on monocyte-derived dendritic cells (#39).   J. Hernández*, F. Osorio

14:15
B-cell responses to PRRS virus infection (#46).   P. Mulupuri*, G.N. Hirsch, S.A. Dee, J. Zimmerman, M.P. Murtaugh. 

14:30
Genetic alteration of PRRS virus in the capsid (N) protein nuclear localization signal attenuates virus replication (#16).   J.G. Calvert*, C. Lee, D.G. Hodgins, S.K. Welch, R. Jolie, D. Yoo

14:45
Differential immunity in pigs with high and low responses to PRRS virus (#44).   J.K. Lunney*, D. Petry, P. Boyd, D. Kuhar, E. Blankenship, R. Johnson

15:00 
Break

ECOLOGY, EPIDEMIOLOGY, AND PRRS VIRUS ELIMINATION

Moderators:  Scott Dee, Tony Goldberg

15:15
Experiences with the national PRRS eradication program in Chile.   M. Rojas, H. Rojas Olivarria

15:35
Environmental stability of PRRS virus.   J.R. Hermann*, A. Burkhardt, M. Roof, K-J Yoon, K.M. Bryden, S.J. Hoff, R. Evans, J. Zimmerman

15:55  
PRRS virus infection patterns in nursery pigs (#59).   C. Dewey*, O. Melnichouk, R. Friendship, D. Hayden

16:15
Modeling the dynamics of PRRS virus infection within a herd:  Early disease detection and evaluation of herd immunity (#68).   C.A. Muñoz-Zanzi*, A. Rovira
16:35
Evolutionary biology of PRRS virus (#76).   K.-J. Yoon*, S.-H. Cha, W.-I. Kim, C.-C. Chang, J. Zimmerman, P.M. Dixon  
16:55
PRRS virus control in large-scale commercial settings: incorporating scientific information into herd-level management decisions (#65).   J.F. Lowe,* T.L. Goldberg, F.A. Zuckermann, L.D. Firkins

17:15 
Adjourn.  Please pick up your posters in Conference Room B after the meeting.
