NE-1022 Minutes

October 8 – 9, 2004


NE-127 Annual Meeting

 October 8-9, 2004
Friedrich Conference Center

Madison, WI

Minutes
Attendees:  Ken Koelkebeck (IL), Richard Reynnells (USDA/CSREES), Joy Mench (CA), William Vinson (WV), Mary Beck (NE), Sara Shields (NE), Kevin Robeson (MI), Mike Darre (CT), Sally Noll (MN), Bill Saylor (DE) Lew Carr (MD), Paul Harrison (IL).

Ken Koelkebeck, Secretary, serving as Acting Chair for Eileen Wheeler, opened the meeting at 8:40 AM.  The group made brief introductions; introductory comments and welcome were made.  Ken reviewed the current Executive Committee composition: Eileen Wheeler – Chair; Ken Koelkebeck – Secretary; Hongwei Xin -  Senior Executive; Bill Saylor – Junior Executive. A Nominating Committee was appointed to identify a candidate for Junior Executive for the coming year: Mike Darre, Kevin Roberson, and Sally Noll.  Lew Carr pointed out that the next Junior Executive elected should be an ag engineer, as the By-Laws state that the position rotates between a poultry scientist and an Ag Engineer.  Lew noted that with the number of Ag Engineers declining, it will become more difficult to fulfill this mandate.  Several possible additions to the committee were discussed. Bill Saylor agreed to contact Gary Van Wicklen (DE) to determine if he would be interested in participating in the project. The group decided to address the issue of officer rotation later in the meeting.
Bill Vinson, Administrative Advisor, gave a brief report. He indicated that the project had been approved and assigned a new number: NE-1022.   He reported that a new procedure had been instituted by NERA that was already in force in other regions, that of a Mid-term Review of multi-state projects; this is in addition to the required annual reports.  He reminded the group that the termination report for NE-127 was required to be submitted within 60 days of the end of the current meeting.
Sally Noll discussed the difficulty in getting annual reports submitted in a timely fashion.  She reported that she could not get the 2003 report published because of the cost of reproducing the report in our traditional format.  Rich Reynnells said he would be responsible for printing if the copy-ready report were sent to him. Sally acknowledged Ken Koelkebeck and Mary Beck for their efforts in re-writing the project, Bill Vinson for pushing project through NERA, all those who submitted material and contributed to the new project.  Sally will work with Eileen to get the termination report completed.  Each station representative is to send Sally the station synopsis report (one paragraph) for the NE-127 termination report.  The 2004 station report (still numbered as NE-127) is to be sent to Eileen. Deadline for sending by November 15, 2004.
Richard Reynnells, CSREES Representative, provided a report from the agency. Rich indicated that he and Larry Miller had agreed that Rich would become the primary CSREES liaison to NE-1022 and that Larry would be the secondary liaison.   He reminded the group that anytime submissions are made to the agency, e.g., for grant funding, the objectives of the proposal must be written in the context of the CSREES Strategic Plan, which can be found at  http://www.csrees.usda.gov/about/strat_plan.html He indicated that the CSREES Portfolio is being published in JAPR.  
Rich discussed a number of contemporary issues important to the group:

He briefly mentioned progress on the Agroterrorism initiative.
He distributed the agenda for the “Darwin to Dawkins Symposium.”  

Animal Welfare Issue – Rich stressed the need for training programs and certification in industry to combat animal rights groups, and indicated the need for industry to be proactive in warding off attacks by these groups.  OIE is currently developing standards for animal agriculture. The animal industries need to be involved in the development of these standards or regulations will be put in place without industry input.

Animal Behavior / Animal Bioethics – Rich suggested that some members of NE-1022 might become involved in other multi-state projects dealing with these issues: W-1361 (old WERA 204) Animal Bioethics, Miriam Weber (MI), chair; NC 1981 (old NCR 131) Applied Animal Behavior.
HSUS – Rich reported that their interest has moved beyond caponization, they are now seeking to bring poultry under the animal human slaughter act, suggesting that poultry must be stunned prior to shackling. Joy Mench reported that there is no data that show efficacy (or lack) of low current stunning. The industry says the process works, but there is no data to support the claim.  


Animal Welfare by Appleby and Hughes – good reference. 

NIMMS – Rich reported that the system has been re-worked, that there are some improvements, but the system is still not user-friendly.  

Bio-based Plant Nutrient Products:  Quality Assurance, Marketing, and Regulations Symposium in Seattle October, 2004.

Resource List – Rich reported that the last version has been printed, but no further print copies will be provided.  Changes in the data should be reported to Susan Pollack at PSA.

Sally Noll reminded the group that industry representatives had been asked to serve on the committee at the last revision, and asked if we want to continue with that model.  The discussion was postponed until after the station reports. 
Station Reports:
Pennsylvania: Eileen Wheeler (by conference call) – Discussed several projects:

1. Ammonia Emissions:  IA. KY, PA, IFAFS – Variation in climate – Layer and broiler manure management and effect on ammonia emissions.
a. Expressed per bird; per 500 kg animal units; per unit floor area 

b. CERCLA -- Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation Liability Act – 100 lbs NH3 emissions per farm 
2. Instrumentation advances – FANS: Forced Air Numeration System

3. Floor flux ammonia emissions  
4. Waterer flow rate- bird flow rate (pecking)  vs. finger flow rate (industry test)
5. Horse Riding Area Dust characterization

6. Odor-Reduction Construction Wetlands for treating swine wastewater

a. Microbial

b. Enzymatic

c. N-balance of wetland systems
California:  Joy Mench – Overview of research and outreach activities - discussed three areas of emphasis

1. Decreasing leg problems in broilers
a. Modified latency to lie (LTL) test – corresponds well to gait scores but provides discreet data
b. Gait score and leg condition
2. Bill trimming in ducks
a. Cutting (Muscovy);tip blunting or cutting with cautery at 1 doa (Peking)
b. To prevent feather pecking and cannibalism – effects mortality, body weights
c. Causes acute pain; may cause chronic pain – not observed in Muscovy by cutting
3. Lighting programs – long daily dark periods 23l:1d 10l:4d 16l:8d

4. Outreach

a. Retailers – guidelines and auditing programs

b. Humane certified – labeling for consumers

c. United Egg Producers

d. Poultry Behaviour and Welfare:  Appleby, Mench and Hughes (2004, CABI)

Connecticut:  Mike Darre - Discussed “Dr. Doolittle” project – checking vocalizations for stress calls in poultry houses – monitoring “noise pollution” in poultry houses.
Delaware: Bill Saylor  - Discussed effect of dietary phosphorus and phytase on broiler responses to heat stress in work conducted with Mike Persia. Severely reduced non-phytate phosphorus (nPP) resulted in significant reduction in weight gain and feed efficiency; phytase partially restored gain and feed efficiency; 
Illinois:  Paul Harrison and Ken Koelkebeck 

1. NH3 emissions from composted laying hen manure from a conveyor belt manure system.
2. Evaluation of several types of soybean hulls and other ingredients for non-feed restriction molting programs
Maryland:  Lew Carr

1. In-House Treatments to Reduce Ammonia Emissions  in Broiler Production 

a. Litter acidification – three treatments; Control, low acid, high acid litter treatment
2. “Airshed” development for ammonia emissions, similar to watersheds

3. In-house composting of catastrophic mortalities.

Michigan:  Kevin Robeson
1. Corn distillers grains from ethanol plants in laying hens diets and for turkey poults
2. Available phosphorus in distillers dried grains and solubles

3. AME of dehulled, degermed corn

4. Stocking density of white pheasants

Minnesota:  Sally Noll

1. Environment, DDGS Level and Energy Assignment – body weight was affected by undervaluing the energy content of DDGS in diets.
Nebraska:  Mary Beck

1. Heat Stress – Strain Comparisons in Laying Hens

2. High Dietary Vitamin D and Heat Stress

3. Heat Stress – Steroidogenesis in Laying Hens and Male Quail

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.

The committee reconvened at 8:45 am Saturday Oct 9.
Sally Noll reviewed the current By-Laws for selection of officers. Currently, the By-Laws state that the Junior Executive position will alternate between a Poultry Scientist and an Agricultural Engineer. In odd numbered years, a   Poultry Scientist will be nominated; in even numbered years, an Ag Engineer will be nominated.  After considerable discussion, Mike Darre moved and  Mary Beck seconded to replace “will” with “should” in the sentence. Question was called and the motion passed.  The sentence reads” the Junior Executive position should alternate between a Poultry Scientist and an Agricultural Engineer.”
The Nominating Committee nominated Kevin Roberson as Junior Executive.  Lew moved acceptance of Nominating Committee Report. Second Darre.  Motion passed.  For 2005 Ken Koelkebeck is Chair; Hongwei Xin is Secretary;  Bill Saylor is Senior Executive, and Kevin Roberson is Junior  Executive.

Ken noted that Bill Roush had extended invitation for the group to meet in Mississippi in 2005 Meeting. There was some discussion about the timing and location of the annual meeting with the suggestion of holding the committee meeting in conjunction with another meeting that several of the members would already be attending.  Lew spoke against the notion of meeting in conjunction with another meeting because of too many other activities taking place. He also that most meetings are held in same location year after year. Lew moved that we continue to hold meetings as we have in the past, varying the location.  Mary seconded.  Motion approved.
Rotation of meetings proposed: 2005 – Mississippi; 2006 – California; then Europe. 
In 2005, arrive Thursday night, meet Friday, tour facilities.  We will let Bill Roush set the dates,  but try for 3rd weekend in October.  

Ken asked the group if we should invite industry representatives to participate in committee?  None of the previous representatives has attended meetings.  The previous representatives were Hank Engster, Doug Powell and Andrew Yersin.
Mary asked the group to consider inviting Bob Buresh to participate . Sally suggested Ken Kreuger. Mary suggested Jihad Douglas.  Ken named a committee of Beck, Saylor, and Roberson to make decision.  Sally suggested that a report be sent to industry representatives if they can’t attend.  It was suggested that John Casey and John Schultz could provide insight into how to engage the industry. 

Ken asked the group to review planned collaborations for next year: Sally will collaborate with Paul and Ken on ammonia emissions from turkey manure.  Mary and Joy on histopathology on beak trimming in ducks. Joy and Mike will collaborate on lighting programs; Joy, Mary, Inma and Bill on bone strength and consider collaborating with Doug Korver (Alberta) for a third instrument.  Lew  and Paul will collaborate on boiler litter and compost.  Kevin, Inma and Joy will collaborate on pecking behavior in white pheasants. Mike will work on a prototype  instrument for euthanizing tom turkeys.
Ken reminded the group that November 15 is the deadline for 2004 report and summary paragraph (Eileen and Sally) and station report (Eileen), sent in electronic format. 

The committee meeting was adjourned at 9:30 am.
