 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minutes of the Annual Meeting of W-1186

November 7-9, 2007

University of Califonia Riverside 

Present: 
Haddish Melakeberhan (MI), Saad Hafez (ID), Russ Ingham (OR), Steve Thomas (NM), Phil Roberts(CA), Don Cooksey (Administrative Advisor), Brad Hyman (CA), Tom Powers (NE), Pat Donald (USDA-TN), Brent Sipes (HI)

Guests: 

Jim Baldwin (CA), Seymour Van Gundy (CA), Ivan Thomason (CA)

Announcements: 
1) Chairman Melakeberhan (MI) called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

2) Brad Hyman (CA) and Phil Roberts (CA) will be organizing pickups, drop-offs, and meals.

Welcome Remarks: 
1) Jim Baldwin (CA) offered a welcome and gave an overview of the UC Riverside Nematology Department.

2) Don Cooksey (Administrative Advisor) offered a welcome as interim Dean of the College, provided an overview of the campus.

3) Seymour Van Gundy (CA) talked about the centennial celebration of the Citrus Experiment Station

Project Information:
1) Don Cooksey (AA) reminded us that the project is up for renewal. The instructions have been sent to us via email. Two submission dates are 15 January 2008 and 15 May 2008. The current project had a positive midterm review. The midterm review pointed out that results were not matched to objectives; that there was no mention of outside or matching funding that leveraged project funding. There was good peer publication but the project needs to accentuate extension publications and activities as well as that industry participation may be helpful.

For the renewal review, we will need to suggest four reviewers outside the Western Region. The RCIC review committee will then look at the proposal. The final step is approval by the Western Region Directors. We will require a password for the NIMSS system to do the proposal online.

Reports:
1) Jim Baldwin (CA) gave a presentation on his NemATOL research. 

2) Reports were presented by members B. Hyman (CA), P. Roberts (CA), S. Thomas (NM), R. Ingham (OR), S. Hafez (ID), H. Melakeberhan (MI), B. Sipes (HI), and P. Donald (USDA-TN). The full reports are attached.

Business:
1) Project Renewal: The group consensus was that the 15 January 2008 date was probably not realistic for us. Things to consider as we develop the proposal are the direction of nematology nationally, the broader context of the objectives, changes in nematode management from nematicide-based to alternative biological-based approaches (host plant resistance, genetic, or cultural), and new challenges. We have a backdrop of dwindling resources (personnel and funding).  We might want to include training and diagnostics. We would like to see integration with extension, but are the projects perceived as research by USDA? Some examples that we might want to incorporate are: PCN (detection-identification-survey-prediction-biology); M. chitwoodii (potato exports to Korea and Mexico); and Ditylenchus. The title might need modification because cyst and root-knot nematode is somewhat limiting and excluding on paper. The theme of the project might revolve around “biological complexity,” genetic, ecological and environmental variation. As justification, we might want to point out that multistate projects augment the decline in nematological expertise in WY, UT and NV. We could emphasize the urgency. Who are our stake holders? Growers, Trade partners, APHIS and state regulatory people, members of Congress and state legislators, and fellow scientists.

By consensus, the new title will be “Variability, Adaptation, and Management of Nematodes Impacting Crop Production and Trade.” Succinctly, the project objectives are 1) characterization of variation, 2) the process of adaptation, 3) management, and 4) information transfer. In Objective 2,  “community” aspect is meant to include the biological and physical environments as well. In Objective 4 (extension and outreach), we could work in a video, diagnosis of PCN and incorporate a teaching element into our delivery systems.

Responsibilities:

Obj. 1 = B. Hyman (CA) and B. Sipes (HI)

Obj. 2 = P. Donald (USDA-TN), H. Melakebrahan (MI), and S. Thomas (NM)

Obj. 3 = P. Donald (USDA-TN), H. Melakebrahan (MI), T. Powers (NE), and R. Ingham (OR)

Obj. 4 =  S. Hafez (ID) and T. Powers (NE)

Collation = P. Roberts (CA) and Ed Caswell-Chen (CA)

Possible new members are Byron Adams (UT), Mike Petrillo (USDA), Michael Blouin (B. Hyman suggestion from OSU?), and the new person in CO.

Send information and drafts to P. Roberts (CA)by 31 January 2008. Prepare Appendix E and have them signed by the appropriate directors.

Possible reviewers are Greg Tylka, Tim Todd, An MacGuidwin, Jim LaMondia, Greg Noel, Robin Huettel, Jim Starr, Terry Niblack, Rick Davis, and Larry Duncan.

2) Steve Thomas (NM) was elected secretary by acclamation.

3) The 2008 meeting will be held in Hawaii during the second week of November. B. Sipes (HI) will make arrangements.

4) We moved to thank B. Hyman (CA), P. Roberts (CA)and the other Riverside people for hosting a productive meeting.

5) The meeting was adjourned at 12.05 pm.
