Minutes for the 2006 Annual Meeting of the Western Regional Project W-1147

CSREES Headquarters Waterfront Centre, Washington DC October 24 and 25, 2006
Members Present: 
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New York
Christine Smart

Ohio
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Washington
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Administrative Advisors Present: 

Don Cooksey

October 24

The meeting was brought to order by Chairman Tim Paulitz at 3:30 PM

1. New members Brian McSpadden-Gardener, Tim Widnmer and Gary Yuen were introduced.  

2. Our administrative advisor, Don Cooksey, presented information on 4 topic areas.

a. The budget for multi-state funding is expected be the same as last year.  Some states, including California, support and increase in competitive fund and reducing formula funds to some level of “base” or “capacity” funds.  

b. Mid-project review summary.  Multi-state projects were reviewed by the Regional Coordination and Implementation Committee (RCIC) which is composed primarily of Experiment Station Directors.  They found that all projects were progressing satisfactorily, and would like to see more emphasis placed on application of the research including extension, outreach and technology transfer.  

c. Don provided an update on the development of a National Institute for Food and Agriculture (part of Create 21).  This project was developed by Experiment Station Directors and CSREES.  This Institute, if created, would be equivalent to NIH.

d. Finally, Don commented on the renewal that is due in January of 2008.  He stressed the importance of describing the many extension and outreach components performed by group members.  He also explained that the renewal will be reviewed by 2-3 ad-hoc reviewers.  Brian McSpadden-Gardener and Gary Yuen spoke about the difficulties they had renewing the North Central multi-state project that focused on biological control.  Several important areas that should be in the renewal include; a heading about new approaches; a strong review of what exists and how 1147 is different from other projects; and a broad array of work.

3. A meeting location for 2007 was discussed.  Because it is the 100th anniversary of of the UCR Citrus Experiment Station, and the beginning of agricultural research at UCR, the meeting will be held in Riverside.  The meeting will be on Saturday and Sunday, December 8-9, 2007.

4. Gary Yuen was unanimously elected secretary for next year, and Christine Smart, this year’s secretary, will become chair for 2007.

5. New member recruitment was discussed.  Several possibilities from Montana, Michigan State, UC Davis were discussed and also the possibility of including industry scientists and Cooperative Extension Educators.

6. Minutes from the 2005 meeting were approved by James Borneman and seconded by Christine Smart.

7. State reports were presented from 4:15-5:15.

8. Meeting was adjourned at 5:15.

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM October 25, 2006

9. Additional state reports were presented from 9:00 AM- 11:15 AM.

10. The W-1147 renewal was discussed.  Volunteers were requested for the updating and re-writing of each of the three objectives;

Objective 1- To identify and characterize new biological agents, naturally suppressive soils, cultural practices, and organic amendments which provide control of diseases caused by soil borne plant pathogens.

James Borneman and Gary Yuen volunteered to lead the writing of this objective.

Objective 2-  To understand how microbial populations and their gene expression are regulated by the biological (plants and microbes) and physical environment and how they influence disease.  There were no volunteers, but Sandy Pierson and Ole Becker were suggested.

Objective 3-  To develop and implement biological control in agriculture. Chris Smart, George Abawi and Barry Jacobsen volunteered for this.

11. The meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM on October 25.

