Summary of minutes of annual meeting:  A program agenda follows.  

Dr. Gary Lemme, Associate Director, Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station; Dr. Thomas Bewick, USDA-CSREES, NCR 205 USDA Liaison; and Dr. Kenneth Grafton, Director, North Dakota State University Agricultural Experiment Station, NCR 205 Administrative Advisor, welcomed the group and explained the purpose and function of NCR committees.   For many of the potato industry representatives, this was their first time participating in a committee like this.

Representatives of the participating states reported briefly on research and extension programs in their state/region, multi-state projects, and concerns and future directions.  Representatives of the potato industry reported on the status of the industry and their concerns and priorities relative to their state/region and sector of the market (potato chips, french fries, fresh market).

The opening session was followed by break-out sessions on potato scab (led by Willie Kirk, Michigan State University), potato early die (led by Ann MacGuidwin, University of Wisconsin), and nutrient/variety management (led by Sieglinda Snapp, Michigan State University).  Additional break-out sessions the following morning covered:  virus/insects (led by Dave Ragsdale, University of Minnesota) and sugar ends (led by Gary Secor, North Dakota State University).  Discussion varied in each session, but generally included a discussion of the status of the problem throughout the region and research and extension programs currently being conducted.  Sessions generally concluded with discussion of regional efforts currently underway or proposed to address the problem.

NCR 205 Potato Research and Extension Regional Project

Annual Meeting
April 26-27, 2004

Kellogg Center, Michigan State University

East Lansing Michigan

Monday, April 26:

12:30 – 1:00  -  Registration

  1:00 – Introduction and welcome.  Dr. Gary Lemme, Associate Director, Michigan 

Agricultural Experiment Station.  Dr. Thomas Bewick, USDA-CSREES.  Dr. Kenneth Grafton, Director, North Dakota State University Agricultural Experiment Station.

1:20 – 3:00  -   State reports. 

3:00 – 3:15  -  Break and Registration

3:15 – 5:15  -  Breakout sessions 

Potato scab (Willie Kirk, Michigan State University)

Potato early die (Ann MacGuidwin, University of Wisconsin)

Nutrient/variety management (Sieglinda Snapp, Michigan State University)

6:00 – 7:30  -  Evening reception and hors d'oeuvres

Dinner and informal discussions on your own.

Tuesday, April 27:

7:00 – 8:00  -  Continental breakfast

8:00 – 10:00  -  Breakout sessions 

Virus/insects (Dave Ragsdale)

Sugar ends (Gary Secor)

10:00 – 10:15  -  Break

10:15 – 12:00  -  Future priorities and cooperative projects.  Reporting back to the group from breakout sessions.  Set date and location for 2005 meeting

12:00 – Adjourn

