MINUTES OF COOPERATIVE REGIONAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

S-1008
Technical committee meeting for 2006
Project No. & Title:  S-1008, Genetic Selection and Crossbreeding to Enhance Reproduction and Survival of Dairy Cattle 

Date and location of meeting:
October 30 - November 1, 2006
 
Hampton Inn and Suites, Cary, NC
Participants in the 2006 S-1008 meeting:
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	E-mail
	Institution
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	Beltsville, UDSA-ARS

	Paul VanRaden
	paul@aipl.arsusda.gov
	Beltsville, UDSA-ARS 

	John Cole
	jcole@aipl.arsusda.gov
	Beltsville, UDSA-ARS

	Ignacy Misztal
	ignacy@uga.edu
	University of Georgia

	Michael Overton
	moverton@uga.edu
	University of Georgia

	Roger Shanks
	rdshanks@uinc.edu
	University of Illinois

	Mike Schutz
	mschutz@purdue.edu
	Purdue, Indiana

	Jeff Berger
	pjberger@iastate.edu
	Iowa State University

	Jack McAllister
	amcallis@uky.edu
	University of Kentucky

	Les Hansen
	hanse009@umn.edu
	University of Minnesota

	Steve Washburn
	Steve_washburn@ncsu.edu
	North Carolina State

	Crystal Vierout
	vierout@ncsu.edu
	North Carolina State

	John Clay
	John_clay@ncsu.edu
	North Carolina State

	Chad Dechow
	cdechow@psu.edu
	Penn State

	Gary Rogers
	grogers2@tennessee.edu
	University of Tennessee

	Bennet Cassell
	bcassell@vt.edu
	Virginia Tech

	Ron Pearson
	rep@vt.edu
	Virginia Tech

	Mahinda Dematawewa
	mahinda@vt.edu
	Virginia Tech

	Ranga Appuhamy
	appuhamy@vt.edu
	Virginia Tech

	Katie Olson
	kmolson@vt.edu
	Virginia Tech

	Kent Weigel
	weigel@calshp.cals.wisc.edu
	Univ. of Wisconsin

	Muquarrab Qureshi
	mqureshi@csrees.usda.gov
	USDA/ CSREES

	Makram Geha
	makgeha@unl.edu
	Univ. of Nebraska


List-serve address: S1008@LISTSERV.UNL.EDU 
Agenda:

Monday: October 30       

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Revised Project Discussion
Objective 1. Develop selection tools to enhance the economic and 

biological aspects of reproduction, morbidity and mortality of dairy cattle using field data. 
Objective 2. Evaluate the biological and economic impact of 



crossbreeding on lifetime performance of dairy cattle. 

Objective 3. Develop breeding goals and appropriate indexes for 

optimum biological and economic improvement of health, reproduction, survival and production of dairy cattle. 
Objective 4. Develop and recommend selection and crossbreeding 

protocols of optimum economic utility for adoption by U.S. dairy farmers. 

Tuesday: October 31      

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
S-1008 Station Reports

               1:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Joint meeting with Graziers Conference

Wednesday: November 1    

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
S-1008 Business Meeting

A registration fee of $50 was established to cover the meeting and Graziers Conference costs.
Action Items/Minutes of the Business Meeting

The annual business meeting of the S-1008 Technical Committee was called to order by Chairman Jack McAllister after presentation of the VA station report.

A revised business meeting agenda was distributed and adopted.

1. Minutes of the 2005 meeting

2. Dr. Qureshi – CSREES representative

3. Dr. Cox – Administrative advisor

4. Revision of S-1008 project

5. Date and location of 2007 meeting

6. Election of secretary – 2007 

7. Selection of S-1008 representative to the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding

8. Report of the Resolution Committee

9. Other Business

10. Adjourn

The minutes of the 2005 meeting of the S-1008 Committee were distributed for review. It was moved by Hansen and seconded by Shanks that the minutes be approved as distributed. The motion passed.

Dr. Qureshi reported that Dr. Gale Buchanan was the new USDA undersecretary for Research, Education and Economics and will place an emphasis on our extension basis. Dr Qureshi served as co-chair of the US Animal Genomics Taskforce and shared highlights of “The USDA Blueprint for Efforts in Animal Genomics”. The blueprint contains strong language for quantitative genetics training. CSREES has established liaisons (National Program Leaders) with academic institutions. Paul VanRaden voiced concern over intellectual property right issues when patents are given for snps that come from public sequencing efforts at Baylor.
Dr. Cox the, CREES administrative advisor, offered several suggestions for the project re-write. Dr. Cox re-emphasized broadening the expertise of the group and highlighting the contributions of individuals like Dr. Overton and Dr. Washburn. Jack McAllister questioned whether we should consider meeting with the Dairy Cattle Reproductive Council. It was agreed that an effort should be made to contact organizers of the council and investigate the potential to meet jointly in the future (2008). Dr. Cox reminded us to emphasize our extension components. The first draft of the revised project should be submitted in March. 

Chairman McAllister requested the drafts for the 4 objectives by early December. He will distribute a first draft of the revised project in early January. This year’s report will be the final annual report. Next year will be the final project report. Bennet requested any changes to his original draft by December 1.
Meeting locations for 2007 were discussed. Dr. Qureshi volunteered to host the meeting in Washington. Les moved to hold the meeting in Washington. Bennet seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  Dr. Qureshi will investigate the following dates: October 15 – 16 or October 22 – 23. 
Les Hansen nominated Kent Weigel to be secretary for 2007 and to succeed as chair in 2008. The motion was seconded by Ron Pearson and passed unanimously. 

Representation on the Council of Dairy Cattle Breeding was discussed. There is a growing concern over data sharing and timeliness of data access with the DRPCs. Currently, the new data transfer agreements with AIPL are not signed and may need to be signed by individual investigators. Hansen moved and Shanks seconded that Pearson be the representative on the council in 2007. The motion passed.
Report of the Resolutions Committee:

1. S-1008 Regional Research Project technical committee would like to express our appreciation to  Steve Washburn for the excellent job of organizing this meeting.  His choice of location was convenient,  comfortable, and at a very reasonable price.

2. The joint meeting with the 6th Mid-Atlantic  Grazing Conference provided an opportunity to see some crossbred dairy cattle and stimulating interaction with grazers.

3. We extend our appreciation to Crystal Vierhut and Christina Williams for providing transportation.

4. To Jack McAllister we express our appreciation for his leadership over this past year by keeping us organized and focused as we move forward with the revision of the S-1008 project.

5. To M. Qureshi, CSREES, for his guidance in the process of revising the S-1008 project.

6. To Nancy Cox, KY, for guidance in the process of rewriting the regional project. 

7. To Mike Overton – Thank you for your input, comments, and suggestions throughout the process of our presentation of station reports.  We appreciated having the opportunity to interact with you and having your give your perspective about reproduction in dairy cattle from a veterinary point of view.

8. To John Clay we express our appreciation for the many opportunities to cooperate with members of the S-1008 committee by supplying data for a number of objectives of this project.

All resolutions were adopted with unanimous agreement of the committee.

Bennet moved and Gary seconded that a letter of concern over access to research data for the Council of Dairy Cattle Breeding be drafted by Ron. The motion carried.

Chair McAllister apologized for forgetting the Ben McDaniel gavel in KY, but passed it over to incoming chair Chad Dechow and declared the meeting adjourned.

Historical Information

Meeting dates and locations:

2004
Milwaukee, WI

2005
Milwaukee, WI

2006
Raleigh, NC

2007
Washington, DC

Officers:

2004
Chair – Ignacy Misztal
Secretary – Mike Schutz

2005
Chair – Mike Schutz

Secretary – Jack McAllister

2006
Chair – Jack McAllister
Secretary – Chad Dechow
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Chair – Chad Dechow

Secretary – Kent Weigel

Next Meeting Information
The next Annual Meeting will be held on October 15 – October 17, 2007 in Washington, DC.

Prepared by:

Chad Dechow, Secretary 2006
