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List-serve address: S1008@LISTSERV.UNL.EDU 
Agenda:

Sunday, October 19, 2003

9:30
Welcome, introductions, determine final agenda, appoint resolution committee, discuss registration

10:00
Project plans and project reports for Objective 1:  Develop selection tools to enhance reproduction and survival using field data.


WI, VA, TN, NY, NE, NC, MN, MD, IL, IA, GA, AR

12:00
Lunch 

1:30
Project plans and project reports for Objective 1:  Develop selection tools to enhance reproduction and survival using field data.


WI, VA, TN, NY, NE, NC, MN, MD, IL, IA, GA, AR

3:00
Break

3:15
Business meeting, elect new officers, plan 2004 meeting, and update from administrators

4:15
Project plans and project reports for Objective 2:  Explore the impact of crossbreeding on lifetime performance of cows.


WI, VA, TN, NY, NC, MN, MD, KY
6:00
Informal dinner with sire analysts

Monday, October 20, 2003

8:00
Finish Objective 2.  Project plans and project reports for Objective 3:  Develop breeding goals and appropriate indexes for optimum improvement of health, survival, reproduction, and production.


WI, VA, TN, NY, NE, MN, MD, IN, IA, GA

10:30
Break

10:45
Finish Objective 3.

12:00
Lunch 

1:00
Begin joint S-1008 and NAAB Workshop

Action Items/Minutes of the Business Meeting:

Chairman Gary Rogers called the business meeting to order.  The minutes of the 2002 meeting were approved by the committee.  Participants should have received copies of the 2002 Annual Report.

The committee elected a new Secretary and made plans for the next year’s meeting.  Mike Schutz (Indiana) was elected secretary and Ignacy Misztal will be chair for next year.

Tony Seykora reported on the activities of the resolutions committee that had been appointed earlier in the meeting.  The resolutions committee presented two resolutions that were unanimously supported by the meeting participants.  The resolutions were:

1. Whereas a strong and commendable effort was made by the USDA-Animal Improvement Programs Laboratory to compute genetic evaluations for two new economically important traits, daughter pregnancy rate and daughter calving ease, and to incorporate these traits into an improved Net Merit Index that will result in more efficient and profitable dairy cattle, be it resolved that S-1008 recognized Paul Van Raden and the staff at AIPL for an outstanding accomplishment.

2. Whereas Ben McDaniel has provided strong leadership for numerous regional research  projects over close to forty years as well as served as a mentor, teacher, role model, and friend for many current members of S-1008, be it resolved S-1008 recognizes Ben McDaniel for his enormous impact in the genetic improvement of dairy cattle and for enriching our lives.

3. Whereas the time and talent of Dr. Nancy Cox has been provided by the University of Kentucky to serve as Administrative Advisor to  multi-state project S-1008 and its predecessor, S-284; and whereas  Dr. Cox has served conscientiously and capably in guiding the  committee through the process of proposal development and project  approval; be it resolved that project S-1008 expresses sincere  appreciation to Dean M. S. Smith and the administration of the  College of Agriculture at the University of Kentucky for making Dr. Cox available to assist the committee.

4. Whereas the 2003 National Dairy Genetics Workshop has been planned in association with the S-1008 annual meeting; and whereas the workshop brings together participants from all segments of the dairy genetics industry; be it resolved that the S-1008 committee expresses thanks to Bennet Cassell, Gary Rogers, Kent Weigel, Cari Wolfe, and Marj Faust for arranging the workshop and to the National Association of Animal Breeders for assistance in coordinating the workshop.

5.  Whereas Dr. Gary Rogers has served as secretary of the S-1008 committee in 2001-02 and chair of the committee in 2002-03, be it resolved that the committee expresses appreciation to Dr. Rogers for his leadership.
It was proposed that, because reproductive performance has a prominent place the S-1008 objectives, our group should look into holding a joint meeting with a multi-state research group of reproduction scientists.  Members of the committee believe there are at least two such projects.  If a joint meeting of the technical committees could not be arranged, perhaps the chair of the reproduction project could be invited to next year's S-1008 meeting to present an outline of the reproduction project and to explore opportunities for collaboration with the reproduction project. Organizers for next year's meeting will explore the possibilities.
A motion was made to move timing of the meeting from Sunday/Monday to Friday/Saturday in order to make the meeting less tiresome. A discussion followed. The main argument for the current timing was low cost of air tickets with Saturday stay over and less interference to teaching. An informal vote resulted in 2 votes for the Friday/Saturday schedule, 3 votes for the current schedule, with the rest abstaining. No decision was made.  

The committee decided to hold the 2004 Annual meeting in Indianapolis, IN, during the second half of October; Mike Schutz volunteered help with the local arrangements.  

The business meeting adjourned after completing these plans.
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