NCERA-103: Committee on Specialized Soil Amendments and Products, Growth Stimulants and Soil Fertility Management Programs
Minutes, Fall 2006 Meeting

November 8, 2006

Des Moines, IA

Members present: 
Ohio – Ed Lentz



South Dakota – Jim Gerwing

Iowa – John Sawyer



Indiana – Brad Joern 
Minnesota – George Rehm


Illinois – Fabian Fernandez

Michigan – Darryl Warncke


Nebraska – Richard Ferguson

Also present: Craig Beyrouty, administrative contact; John Lamb, Minnesota

Ed Lentz, committee chair from Ohio, convened the meeting. The minutes from the 2005 meeting were approved as printed (motion Jim Gerwing, second George Rehm).
Administrative report – Craig Beyrouty

· The committee is due for renewal or termination. If we wish to continue, we need to prepare and submit a proposal by Dec. 15. The project goals should be new and innovative, we should articulate the committee’s impact over the past five years, and stress communication and interaction among committee members. A request indicating plans to submit a proposal should be submitted immediately, also requesting a temporary project number. Dr. Beyrouty indicated the final project number is likely to change, unless we request and justify continued use of the previous number. We can also request to Experiment Station directors involvement from states other than those currently represented, including outside the North Central region, to broaden the base of the committee. In addition to the project proposal, we will need to prepare an impact statement, which should be submitted by Nov. 15. We also need to submit an annual report, which should serve as well as a collective report of committee activities over the past five years. The request for a new or renewed project will be reviewed and approved by the NCAC-1 committee.
State Reports
· Representatives from each state shared recent sales activities and clientele questions related to non-traditional products and amendments. Most were products with which members were previously aware. Several states had sales activity and questions related to BTN+, marketed by AgGrowth Products. There is also significant activity related to low-rate fertilizers, which have valid analysis but may be marketed with questionable claims. This may be particularly an issue with some slow release fertilizers sold for foliar application. There is also a fair amount of sales of low rate or non-traditional products for inclusion with glyphosate application to soybean, since the application trip will occur anyway.
· George Rehm noted that the registration process for non-traditional products and soil amendments is working well in Minnesota, which is a direct result of efforts by this committee over the years to establish registration procedures in states. Darryl Warncke indicated the American Plant Food Council has formed a subcommittee to look at regulations for soil conditioners, to make them more uniform across states.

· There was some question where to send labels for the product file, as this responsibility had previously been met by Dave Mengel attending from Kansas, and there is no current K-State representative attending the meeting. Richard Ferguson indicated he would check with K-State to determine their interest in maintaining the product list.

New Business

· Compendium – John Sawyer indicated the web-based searchable version of the compendium received 2299 visits over the past year. This is now the only version of the compendium – the print version has been removed from shelves. March is the month with the most activity on the site. John asked committee members to make colleagues aware of this venue to archive research information that meets the minimum criteria.
· Web site/information repository – We agreed there is a need to contact K-State to see if they wish to continue development and hosting of a NCERA-103 website and information repository, as they earlier had agreed to develop it. We would like to see a centralized site for all information regarding NCERA-103 activities and resources. We agreed the NIMSS site is not an easily accessible site for public access. If K-State is not planning on developing and hosting a committee website, we will solicit volunteers from current committee members to do so. Brad Joern volunteered to develop the site if K-State does not want to continue the effort.
· Project Proposal – We discussed at length the current vitality of the committee, including the reality that several long-term members have retired or soon will, and states have not replaced them with representatives for the committee. There was some discussion related to joining efforts with another multistate committee, or continuing efforts on a volunteer basis with no formal committee recognition. After discussion, we agreed there is a need for continued multistate effort and communication in this area, and that we should submit a proposal for continuation. Ed Lentz as past chair, Richard Ferguson as current chair, and John Sawyer agreed to work on the submission for renewal, which will include a request for renewal, an impact statement, the renewal proposal, and an annual report.
Publications
· Gypsum – Dave Franzen has indicated via e-mail that the publication is ready to print. He needs information from each state on how many copies they would like before going to press.

Officers
· We previously had agreed for the term as chair to last two years. Richard Ferguson representing Nebraska will assume the chair for 2007 and 2008. Richard will check with K-State to see if they will be providing a representative to the committee, and if so if they are willing to serve as secretary, as had been the previously planned succession. If K-State will not have a representative serving as secretary, Richard will solicit volunteers from current members.

The committee adjourned at 4:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Ferguson

Secretary

