2007 NCAC-1 Meeting Minutes
Jan 16 – 18, 2007
Ponce, Puerto Rico
Participants Attending:

Steve Anderson; andersons@missouri.edu
Craig Beyrouty; beyrouty@purdue.edu
Nancy Ehlke; ehlke001@umn.edu 

Robert Hoeft; rhoeft@uiuc.edu 

Wesley Jarrell; wjarrell@uiuc.edu 

James Kells; kells@msu.edu 
Mark Lagrimini; mlagrimini2@unl.edu
Rod Lym; rod.lym@ndsu.edu 

Gary Pierzynski; gmp@ksu.edu
Bill Randle; randle.15@osu.edu 

Al Schneiter; albert.schneiter@ndsu.edu
David Sylvia; dmsylvia@psu.edu 

William Tracy; wftracy@wisc.edu 

Steve Ventura; sventura@wisc.edu
Convener: David Sylvia
1. Introductions
2. Motion to accept the minutes of the 2006 committee meeting was approved. 

3. Review agenda and logistics.

4. Steve Anderson was nominated to serve as Secretary/Incoming Chair. Steve accepted the nomination and was approved. 
5. It was noted that each participating institution should endeavor to send a representative to the meeting. If the designee is unable to attend, a substitute should be assigned to ensure that each institution has a voice in the proceedings.
Project Reviews: 
Six new projects and nine midterm reviews were discussed by the committee. We agreed to continue the policy that the lead reviewer assigned to each project will directly submit project review reports via NIMSS and detailed reviews are available for viewing on that system.
	NC7 (NC_temp7)
	Conservation, Management, Enhancement and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources


Report filed by Mark Lagrimini
Recommendation: 

· Approval
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1142 (NC_temp1142)
	Regulation of Photosynthetic Processes (NC-142)


Report filed by Bill Tracy

Recommendation: 

· Approval
· Seconded/Approved
	NCCC84 (NCCC_temp84)
	Potato Breeding and Genetics Technical Committee


Report filed by Bill Randle

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Seconded/Approved
	NCERA103 (NCERA_temp103)
	Specialized Soil Amendments and Products, Growth Stimulants and Soil Fertility Management Programs


Report filed by Wes Jarrell
Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue with revision
· Seconded/Approved
	NCERA184 (NCERA_temp184)
	Management of Small Grains


Report filed by Al Schneiter

Recommendation: 

· Disapprove/terminate at termination time 
· Seconded/Approved
	NC_temp2461
	Amenity grasses Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis) and creeping bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera) as invasive species in the upper Midwest and central Great Plains


Report filed by Rod Lym

Recommendation: 

· Disapproval
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1017
	Carbon Sequestration and Distribution in Soils of Eroded Landscapes (NCT199 and NC174)


Report filed by Craig Beyrouty

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project with revision
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1018
	Impact of Climate and Soils on Crop Selection and Management (NC094)


Report filed by Wes Jarrell

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project with revision
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1020
	Beef Cattle Grazing Systems that Improve Production and Profitability While Minimizing Risk and Environmental Impacts (NC225)


Report filed by Gary Pierzynski

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1021
	Nitrogen Cycling, Loading, and Use Efficiency in Forage-Based Livestock Production Systems (formerly NCT-196 and NC-189)


Report filed by Steve Anderson

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project with revision
· Seconded/Approved
	NC1022
	The Chemical and Physical Nature of Particulate Matter Affecting Air, Water and Soil Quality (NCR174)


Report filed by Bob Hoeft

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
	NCCC31
	Ecophysiological Aspects of Forage Management


Report filed by Jim Kells

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
	NCERA3
	Soil Survey


Report filed by Steve Ventura

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
	NCERA137
	Soybean Diseases


Report filed by Steve Ventura

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
	NCERA207
	Drainage Design and Management Practices to Improve Water Quality (NCS-5)


Report filed by Nancy Ehlke

Recommendation: 

· Approve/continue project
· Seconded/Approved
State Reports:
The NCAC-1 Data Summary sheets that provide comparative data on faculty FTE’s and salaries, budget information, and student enrollments were discussed. It was suggested that additional metrics be considered for future years (e.g., publications, grants per FTE). The data sheets were distributed electronically to committee members.
Participants shared highlights and challenges from their university programs and discussion ensued on many points of common concern, including (i) intellectual property issues for cultivar releases partially supported by commodity groups, (ii) impact of the increasing pressure on junior faculty to obtain external grants, (iii) how extension is valued in the business models being adopted by many institutions, and (iv) course requirements for MS and PhD students.

Field Trip:
The committee participated in a seed industry tour organized by Dennis Thompson, Executive Director of the Illinois Crop Improvement Association. The tour included site visits to the facilities of ICIA and AgReliant Genetics, and concluded with a lunch at the Regas Patio in Santa Isabel.
PAGE  
2

