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Convener: Craig Beyrouty
1. Introductions
2. Monday Evening Discussion. A range of topics were discussed including (i) priority setting and time management for extension agents, (ii) funding challenges for applied research, (iii) academic vs. calendar year appointments, (iv) NRI integrated projects, (v) minority funding and recruitment opportunities, and (vi) policies for royalty distribution from cultivar releases.

3. Motion to accept the minutes of the 2005 committee meeting was approved. 
4. Review agenda and logistics.
5. Nominating committee (Beyrouty, Schneiter, Sylvia) met and selected Don Eckert as Secretary/Incoming Chair. Don accepted the nomination and was approved.
6. Presentation by Ray Knighton (National Program Leader – USDA/CSREES)

a. Discussed CSREES budget projection (some reallocation but overall expect funding levels close to last year). 
b. NRI competitive grants have a wide range of success rates. Soil Process (9%) and Water/Watersheds (5%) are low, while Air Quality is much higher (24%). Also, Integrated Projects are generally of poor quality and high quality proposals that address program objectives are likely to be funded.
c. Accountability in all federal programs was stressed. Faculty need to carefully document impacts of programs.
7. Presentation by Ken Grafton, Administrative Advisor

a. Discussed Water Quality Summit and the fact that water is rapidly becoming a limiting resource.

b. Introduced the CREATE-21 initiative. This is a proposal for a new model of partnership between Land Grant universities and USDA partners. Ken will distribute a PowerPoint presentation with further information on the proposal.

Project Reviews: 
Nine new projects and 3 midterm reviews were discussed by the committee. We agreed that the lead reviewer assigned to each project would directly submit project review reports via NIMSS and detailed reviews are available for viewing on that system.
NC218(NC_temp218); Charactering active pools of soil organic matter that control soil N availability in maize-based cropping systems.
Report filed by Steve Anderson 
Recommendation: 
· Approval with minor revision
· Seconded/Approved
NC_temp2461; Investigation of amenity grasses, Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis) and creeping bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera), as invasive species in the upper Midwest and central Great Plains.
Report filed by Robert Sharp

Recommendation:

· Disapproval
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCERA59(NCERA_temp59); Soil Organic Matter: Formation, function and management.
Report filed by Gary Pierzynski;

Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with normal revision.
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCERA180(NCERA_temp180); Site-specific management.
Report filed by Steve Ventura 

Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCERA(NCERA_temp192); North Central Region Turfgrass Research and Outreach.
Report filed by Kendall Lamkey
Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCR13(NCR_temp13); Soil testing and plant analysis.
Report filed by Craig Beyrouty 
Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCR46(NCR_temp46); Development, optimization, and delivery of management strategies for corn rootworm and other below-ground insect pests of maize.
Report filed by Dale Gallenberg 

Recommendation:
· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCR167(NCR_temp167); Corn breeding research.
Report filed by Al Schneiter 
Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with revision 
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCDC202(NCDC_temp202); Response to emerging threat: Soybean rust.
Report filed by Clay Sneller

Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue with normal revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NC213; Management of grain quality and security for world markets.
Report filed by Jim Kells 
Recommendation:
· Approve/continue project
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NC1012; Improved crop and livestock management for protecting the non-glaciated upper Mississippi valley.
Report filed by Dale Gallenberg

Recommendation: 
· Approve/continue project with revision
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
NCR173; Biochemistry and genetics of plant-fungal interactions.
Report filed by Mark Lagrimini

Recommendation:
· Disapprove/terminate project
· Motion: Seconded/Approved
Industry Interaction and Facilities Tour:
The meeting was graciously hosted by Dow AgroSciences in Indianapolis, Indiana. The committee members were given a tour of the research facility and had an opportunity to meet with Dow’s management committee during a reception where structured dialogue addressed the following questions:
1. As production agriculture continues to evolve and change, what role do you see Land Grant universities playing to support and even sharpen the future of Midwest production agriculture, especially in the increasingly global competitive environment?

2. What do you hope Land Grant universities can provide in research and education to your industry and to agriculture in general in the agricultural and environmental science areas?
State Reports:
The NCAC-1 Data Summary sheet was distributed providing comparative data on faculty FTE’s and salaries, budget information, and student enrollments.

Participants shared highlights and challenges from their university programs and discussion ensued on many points of common concern.
After 10 years of service Dale Gallenberg will be moving to another administrative position. In recognition of his contributions to this committee it was resolved that:

The NCAC-1 committee recognizes Dale Gallenberg for his leadership to his institution, to NCAC-1 and to Agriculture.  As a committee we thank Dale for his commitment to increasing the impact of higher education on improving agriculture and conserving and preserving our natural resources.  We wish him the best as he leads the College of Agriculture at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls.
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