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Members in Attendance:  Matt Baker - Texas, Robert Birkenholz – Ohio, Jack Elliot – Arizona, Steven Harbstreit – Kansas, Tracy Kitchel – Kentucky, James Leising – Oklahoma, Edward Osborne – Florida; Roger Tormoehlen – Indiana, George Wardlow – Arkansas, , Brent Young, North Dakota, James Anderson – Illinois, Gary Lemme, Administrative Advisor.
Guests:  Todd Brashears, Texas, Rob Terry, Missouri, Wade Miller, Iowa,  David Wright – Michigan, P. Gregory Smith – CSREES/HEP; Sally Maggard - CSREES/SBEECS; Pat Hipple - CSREES/SBEECS; Hiram Larew – CSREES/SERD; Mike McGirr – CSREES/SERD; Charles Stenholm – Olsson, Frank, and Weeda, P.C.; Siva Sureshwaran – CSREES/National Research Initiative.
Meeting Call to Order:  The NCAC-24 Committee Vice-Chair Tormoehlen called the meeting to order at approximately 8:30 a.m., January 18, 2008.  The annual meeting of the NCAC-24 committee was held at the Waterfront Centre, Washington, DC.

Opening Remarks:  Vice-Chair Tormoehlen reported that Chair Joe Harper was unable to attend the meeting.  Tormoehlen then had the group introduce themselves.

The meeting agenda was reviewed.  Elliot recommended that we add a report on W1006 and the ESCOP Social Science Committee. The agenda was approved.

Welcome: Guest Hipple welcomed the NCAC-24 committee to Washington, DC and CSREES.

Registration:  There was no registration fee.

Minutes of the 2007 Meeting:  Secretary Baker presented the minutes from the 2007 meeting held in Washington, DC, January 18-19, 2007.  The minutes were approved.

New Members:  The membership roster of the committee was reviewed. 

Administrative Advisor Report:  AA Gary Lemme reviewed the committee objectives, and challenged the group to integrate the National Agricultural Education Research Agenda with the Experiment Station’s National Research Initiatives.  He then presented potential funding opportunities and called upon the NCAC-24 Committee to provide leadership to multistate grant proposals, encouraged the Committee to encourage participation by 1890 and 1994 institutions, and recommended that the Committee consider the importance of a professional science master’s program.  He concluded by challenging the Committee to impact the research culture in Agricultural Education, Agricultural Leadership, and Agricultural Communications. 
State Reports: Each representative provided an update of research activities and program issues in their respective states.

Advocacy and the Lobbying Process:  Congressman Charles Stenholm, Senior Policy Advisor at Olsson, Frank, and Weeda, P.C., discussed policy issues.  He also discussed the benefits of using a professional lobbying firm and the importance of working with commodity groups in the process.      
Commercialization Case Study:  Todd Brashears presented a case study on the role of Agricultural Education in the commercialization process of food science technology.
USDA Higher Education Programs:  P. Gregory Smith, provided the committee an update on the Food and Agricultural Education Information System (FAEIS), the employment outlook survey, and the National Awards Program for Excellence in College and University Teaching in the Food and Agricultural Sciences.  Smith also provided an overview of the Higher Education Challenge Grants Program.
CSREES International Programs:  Hiram Larew and Mike McGirr discussed internationalization/globalization of higher education and education programs.  Larew provided an overview of the International Science and Education Competitive Grants Program.  He also discussed country-based programs including the Iraq Agricultural Extension Revitalization Program and the US-India Agricultural Knowledge Initiative.  He also discussed opportunities for expert consultants that he coordinates.  McGirr provided an overview of the National Initiative to Internationalize Extension.  

CSREES/NATIONAL RESEARCH INITIATIVE:  Siva Sureshwaran discussed social science programs within the CSREES Competitive Programs.  He presented an overview of competitive programs and the Small Business Innovation Research Program.  He highlighted opportunities in Agricultural Education and emphasized that there continues to be an emphasis on the integrated function in proposal evaluation.  He concluded by requesting help to develop a shared vision for the social sciences.  

National Research Agenda for Agricultural Education (NRAAE):  Osborne reported that the Fall 2007 reception in conjunction with the Agricultural Experiment Station Directors’ meeting in Philadelphia was put on hold due to the Planning Subcommittee’s perceptions that previous posters did not align well as desired with the Experiment Station’s National Research Priorities – 2005-2010.  After a lengthy discussion, Tormoehlen and Lemme agreed to send a cover letter and a copy of the NRAFAE.   

Development of Multistate Research Project Proposals: Tormoehlen facilitated a Modified Delphi Technique whereby committee members reached consensus on three multistate research project proposals. The first multistate research project proposal will involve enhancing human capital in rural communities by improving educational systems serving those areas.  A writing team consisting of Tormoehlen (Chair), Young, and Leising was formed to develop the proposal.  This writing team’s goal is to finalize a proposal prior to January 29, 2008.  
A second multistate research project proposal will be written on enhancing the leadership/entrepreneurial capacities of rural residents.  This writing team will consist of Birkenholz (chair), Stedman, Brashears, and Harbstreit.  It is the goal of this team to submit the proposal prior to the 2009 NCAC-24 Committee Meeting.  The final multistate research project proposal will be on social marketing and technology transfer of agricultural innovations.  This team will be chaired by Baker, with Osborne, Terry, and Wardlow as members.      
ESCOP Social Science Committee Report:  Committee members Elliot, Birkenholtz, and Leising provided an update on ESCOP.  

Multistate Research Initiatives:  Jack Elliot gave a report on the newly approved W-1006 project.  The initiative participants will meet again in Park City, UT, at the W-AAAE meeting in April 16-20.

Multistate Project Review:  Wright, Lemme, and Wardlow briefed the Committee on an informal evaluation on NC Temp 1902 (Agricultural Bioethics).  They reported that the proposal needed additional work prior to a formal review.    
Meeting Place for 2009:  After a brief discussion, the committee decided to hold the 2009 meeting on January 12-13, 2009 in Fayetteville, AR.  The meeting agenda will include experts on the privatization of technology transfer in the commercialization process, including patents, royalties, and licensure issues.  Additionally, the Committee will discuss opportunities in on-line graduate education.  

Officer Elections:  In regards to the 2009-2010 Committee officer cycle, Tormoehlen was elected Committee Chair, Baker was elected Vice Chair, and Wardlow was elected Secretary.

Chair Tormoehlen and Host Wardlow will coordinate with Pat Hipple to host the 2009 meeting and make the necessary arrangements.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15, 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________


_________________________

Matt Baker, Secretary




Gary Lemme, Administrative Advisor
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