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The group then reviewed regional projects.  

NCR 1015 (Managing Karnal Bunt of Wheat) - Ray Hammerschmidt, reviewer.  This committee was up for a midterm review.  The committee apparently had little or no recent activity (meetings, reports, outputs, etc.), at least through 2006.  Hammerschmidt made a motion for no continuance of the committee and that the committee be folded into the small grains committee (NCERA 184).  Larry Madden seconded the motion.  Steve Slack indicated that the committee had some activity, but was low relative to normal expectations.  Motion carried.

NCR 137 (Soybean Diseases) - Jim English, verbatim.  This was another midterm review.  This committee was reported to be an active group that interacted with other multistate committees (such as those involving breeders) and with industry.  All objectives of the committee were being met.  The committee had established many linkages and collaborations.  Coordinated work was being done on several important diseases (white mold, brown stem rot, SDS, and many others), and this was resulting in publications.  Attendance at meetings has been excellent, as well.  English gave the committee high marks in all categories of evaluation.  He moved that the committee be continued; Baum seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

NCR temp_193 (IPM Strategies for Arthropod Pests and Diseases in Nurseries and Landscapes) - Jack Rasmussen, reviewer.   This committee was up for renewal last year (2006), but the NC Directors Multistate Committee denied approval of the committee.  Several criticisms were leveled against the 2006 proposal; a major criticism was that the plan, results, and outcomes of the proposal then under consideration were not quantitatively defined.  The NCR 193 members reported that they spent much of their Fall, 2006, meeting discussing the rewrite of the proposal under currently under consideration.  The new proposal was more focused in terms of goals, but the sense was that the document was not well-edited.  The major flaw was that projected outcomes were a verbatim restatement of the objectives previously listed in the proposal.  Rasmussen noted that “goals are not outcomes”.  The sense is that this is a large, active, and important group composed of many excellent scientists.  However, they need to do a better job writing this proposal.  Rasmussen suggested that the committee look at other multistate proposals (such as NCR 137) that may serve as a model for another re-write.  Rasmussen moved and Hoeft seconded a motion for 1) rejection of the current proposal and 2) that the committee be changed into a NCDC committee to focus on the writing of the proposal.  Motion carried.

The remaining projects for the day were update reports (no action by NCAC 14 required).

NCR 200 (Management strategies to control major soybean virus diseases in the NC region) - Murray Clayton, reviewer.  This committee recently was approved for 2006 - 2011.  The groups is quite active that meets annually, publishes frequently, and interacts well.  Things seem to be going well for this committee.

NCR 13 (Soil testing and plant analysis) - Bob Hoeft, reviewer.  This committee has a long history of activity.  They met in November, but there is not yet a report of their meeting on the web.  They have had joint meetings with other committees in the past and work closely with commercial laboratories.  The group is alert to new technologies of importance to them.  

 NCERA 208 (Response to emerging threat: Soybean Rust) - Anne Vidaver, reviewer.   This committee was approved recently.  The committee has just begun its work, but already has outputs.  These include the Soybean Rust Pocket Card and work on Section 18s.  The group is working on fungicides and other management recommendations.  Some committee members run sentinel plots for their state.  Things seem to be going well.

NCDC 1035 (Practical management of SCN and other nematodes of regional importance: With Special Reference to Invasive Biology) - Thomas Baum, reviewer.  This committee was just approved.  It is only one year old and held its first meeting in December in Illinois.  The meeting was well-attended and featured multiple speakers.  It appears that good information is being generated and that a data base is being developed.  However, the invasion biology aspect of this committee may be lagging behind.  The next meeting (2007) is already planned.  The group is making a good impression.    

NC 1025 (Mycotoxins: Biosecurity and Food Safety [NC129]) - Peter Goldsbrough, reviewer.  This committee met in May, 2006, with about two-thirds of its membership in attendance.  Some members are from the feed industry.  This seems to be an active group that maintains a website.  Their annual report shows activity in the area of all four objectives.

NCCC 173 (Biochemistry and Genetics of Plant-Fungal Interactions) - Larry Madden, reviewer.  This committee started in 1991, so has a relatively long history.  It was renewed in 2003 with a broader agenda.  It currently has 26 members from many different states.  They had a meeting in November, 2006, in Las Vegas.  Regina Redmond is the current chair.  Everything seems to be on track with this committee.  Members are sharing resources and ideas.  This is an active and dynamic group.

Before breaking for dinner, the committee had an informal and impromptu discussion about the future education of plant pathology graduate students.  The underlying question that seemed to drive the discussion was, Is the broadly-trained plant pathologist a dying breed?  Among other points, it was noted that 1) industry, government, and extension in particular are have trouble finding broadly-trained plant pathologists, and 2) graduate-level courses that have a laboratory component seem to be disappearing.  

January 12, 2007
Ray Hammerschmidt, still hoarse but noticeably improving, called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m.  The committee continued its evaluation of multistate projects.

NCERA temp_184 (Management of small grain diseases) - Ray Hammerschmidt, reviewer (filling in for South Dakota).  This is a large and active group that held a 2006 meeting in Fargo, N.D., just prior to the North Central APS meetings.  Approximately one-half of the committee members attended.  The group attracted another 18 or 19 interested individuals.   The committee meets and interacts with other committees (such as its counterpart in the western region, WERA 097).  The group has interacted well and often, established collaborations, and has published research and outreach papers.  The new proposal remains focused on small grain diseases (Fusarium head blight [FHB], epidemiology, etc.) but has expanded its focus to meet new and emerging threats, such as stripe rust and Ug99, the new African race of wheat stem rust.  The new proposal focuses on two broad-based by doable objectives.  The first goal is centered on collaboration in several different subdisciplines (epidemiology, FHB, grant writing, and the like) that calls for interactions with breeders, the establishment of uniform disease nurseries, fungicide efficacy trials, population biology, and other activities.  The second goal focused on exchange of information (via e-mail list serves, web sites, and the like) and calls for an update of the Compendium of Wheat Diseases.  The motion by Hammerschmidt, with a second from Baum, was to approve the proposal with minor modifications, including the folding of the Karnal Bunt group into this committee.  Motion carried.

NCERA 201 (Integrated Pest Management) - Ray Hammerschmidt, reviewer (filling in for Minnesota).  This committee recently was renewed and was not subject to action from the NCAC 14 group.  Hammerschmidt reported that the group met in St. Louis in 2006 as part of an IPM symposium.  Approximately 20 committee members were in attendance.   The group includes entomologists and seems to have a good representation of different disciplines and different states.  

