NCAC-14 Annual Meeting Minutes
February 3-5, 2006

Wyndham Orlando Resort, Orlando, FL
February 3, 2005
Members of NCAC-14 arrived on Feb 3; various informal discussions took place that evening.
February 4, 2006

Members of NCAC-14 and SAC-11 along with chairs from other regions met to discuss issues related to the future of plant pathology.  The session was organized by D. Gross, D. Gallenberg, R. Rowe, G. Wisler and R. Hammerschmidt. The Future of Plant Pathology was discussed in relation to department structures and reorganizations that have recently occurred. Formal presentations on reorganizations and perspectives from small, large and combined departments provided frameworks for the discussion. Presentations were made by J. Rasmussen, D. Gallenberg, G. Hudler and R. Hammerschmidt.,  The topic then shifted to faculty issues where the changing nature of faculty in relation to appointments (e.g. academic vs annual year), expectations, mentoring of new faculty and post-tenure review were discussed. Academic programs issues related to graduate curriculum and graduate student recruitment were then discussed.  G. Wisler presented results of the plant pathology curriculum survey and G. Hudler and R. Martyn presented information and perspectives on graduate recruiting. G. Wisler also discussed the Doctor of Plant Medicine program at Florida, D. Gross provided an overview of the Bioenvironmental Sciences undergraduate program at TAMU and J. Moyer presented the NCSU-APHIS Minor in Plant Regulatory Science  The meeting ended with presentations (by J. Sherwood and K. Cardwell) and discussion on USDA/NRI and CSREES programs. 

February 5, 2006
NCAC-14 meeting was called to order by Chairperson Dale Gallenberg at 8:19 am.  Members or representatives  in attendance included: Anne Vidaver (NE), Dale Gallenberg (SD), Murray Clayton (WI), Carol Ishimaru (MN), Jim Stack.   (KS), Jack Rasmussen (ND), Ray Hammerschmidt (MI), Randy Rowe (OH), Thomas Baum (IA), Robert Hoeft (IL), Jim English (MO) and   Ray Martyn (IN) Administrative Advisor Steve Slack (OH), and CSREES Representative Kitty Cardwell (DC).  
Several members indicated that they would not be at the 2007 NCAC 14 meeting. Dale Gallenberg is soon to become Dean at the University of Wisconsin at River Falls and Anne Vidaver and Randy Rowe will be retiring. Jim Stack represented Kansas State which is currently searching for a new dept head.
Dale Gallenberg distributed the minutes from the 2005 meeting. Murray Clayton moved and Ray Martyn seconded the approval of the minutes from the 2005 meeting.  Motion carried.

Chairperson Gallenberg appointed a Nominating and Site Selection Committee composed of Ray Hammerschmidt, Carol Ishimaru and Jack Rasmussen.  Jack Rasmussen was nominated and unanimously approved by the committee. 
Steve Slack (Administrative Advisor) discussed the review of NC multistate projects. Following reviews by committees such as NCAC 14, the NC Directors Multistate Committee reviews all proposals.  This committee meets in March. A concern raised by AES directors has been a proliferation of committees and thus review is very important. It was noted that regional committees do enhance the ability of AES scientists to work on a regional basis and to set regional priorities.  Steve Slack did point out that each region approaches review of multistate projects differently. Fore example, the NC directors want the review of the NCAS committees and each committee’s administrative advisor. In response to a question from Anne Vidaver, he noted that there are not a set number of committees per region, but that there is a fixed amount of federal support for committees for each state. 

Kitty Cardwell, USDA/CSREES National Program Leader for Plant Pathology, noted the value of a set of criteria for progress in each committee that include verifiable indicators of progress. 

Steve Slack also discussed the Create 21 plan and how changes in this could impact support to the AES system nationally.    
Kitty Cardwell gave a brief update on several items related to the federal budget, as well as Plant Sciences programs within CSREES as much of this was discussed the previous day. 

The group then reviewed regional projects.  Six new and renewal projects were reviewed. On mid-term review presented. Updates on 5 other projects were presented.    The lead reviewers for each project up for formal review will be responsible for entering the NCAC-14 review into NIMSS.  
NCR 201 (Integrated Pest Management)  - Carol Ishimaru, reviewer
NCR 201 us up for termination and a request for a new committee NC temp 1801 was presented.  Our recommendation last year was to recommend acceptance, but was not accepted above NCAC14. 
This revised request more clearly presented than earlier version; they propose to continue some aspects of NC201 and to provide advice to the NC IPM Center in setting priorities, determining the vision for both the center and IPM
New committee is to develop new objectives

Carol Ishimaru moved to approve with revisions. Bob Hoeft seconded.

Unanimous approval of motion
NCR 193 (Plant Health: Managing Insect Pests and Diseases of Landscape Plants) - Jack Rasmussen, reviewer
This is a renewal. The project is seen as a good fit as a NCERA; the committee has been very active with 18 members; The committee outlined 5 objectives, but was felt that this could be reduced to 3 or 4. 
Overall assessment is that this is an active group that is achieving its goals

Jacked Rasmussen moved to approved, Murray Clayton seconded; Unanimous approval of motion  
NCR 13 (Soil Testing and Plant Analysis); Bob Hoeft, reviewer
This is another long standing committee; they have a history of  continuous changes in approaches and procedures in soil and plant analysis.  The committee works closely with soil testing industry and every other ear a joint meeting with industry.  Strong publication record.  True multi-state/regional research activities.

Bob Hoeft moved to approve; Jack Rasmussen seconded

Unanimous approval of motion  

NCDC 206 (Practical Management of SCN and other nematodes or regional importance); Thomas Baum, reviewer
This is a resubmitted version, and the committee has  made a very convincing case for approval. The goals are clearly defined;  they have added invasion biology to be used as a model to identify threat of invasive nematodes.

Need to better develop the milestones to be used as measures of success.
Thomas Baum moved to approve with minor revisions; Murray Clayton seconded.

Unanimous approval of motion  

NCDC202 (Replacement of 504) (Response to emerging threat: Soybean rust); Anne Vidaver, reviewer.
The committee has all soybean  producing states involved. Both research and extension activities are included. Efforts ongoing to investigate management of  soybean rust with fungicides and to find sources of rust resistance.
 Ann Vidaver moved to accept with minor revisions; , Seconded  by Murray Clayton
Unanimous approval of motion  

NCERA 200 (Management strategies to control major soybean virus diseases in the NC region); Murray Clayton, reviewer
This is an active group;  22 members including  some from Canada

The research by committee members has been effective in research and extension activities to help reduce impact of viruses on soybean..

Concerns raised: much of the data are old; committee needs stronger connections with entomologists because of vector issues. It was recommended that they cooperate with virologists outside of the region. Proposal needs more specifics on methods.
Cooperate with virologists outside of the region. Need more specifics on the methodology.

Murray Clayton moved to accept with revisions; Anne Vidaver seconded.
Unanimous approval of motion.

NCR 173 Mid-Term Review (Biochemistry and Genetics of Fungal-Plant Interactions); Randy Rowe, reviewer
This continues to be a very active committee.  The committee met objectives. Research in several fungal systems is represented.  It was noted that the committee needs to start making plans for submitting a renewal.
Randy Rowe, moved that the committee continue; Murray Clayton, seconded
Motion was unanimously approved
Update Reports:

NC1015:  (Managing Karnal Bunt), Ray Hammerschmidt Reviewer
Committee met in Austin and appears to be active; no information on NIMSS. This needs to be addressed as the committee is up for mid-term review next year.
NCERA 137  (soybean diseases); Jim English, reviewer. 
This is a very active group that is achieving its goals.

NCERA 184 (Management of small grain diseases), Dale Gallenberg, reviewer
This continues to be an excellent project; Objectives are being met.  
NC 1025 (Mycotoxins), Ray Martyn reviewer. 
This committee covers a broad range of investigators (plant pathology, food science, etc). Continues to be a strong committee that is very research active.
State Reports:

Because of the joint meeting and reduced NCAC 14 meeting time, state reports were all presented as one page written reports and distributed at the meeting. 

Site Selection:

Jack Rasmussen, Carol Ishimaru and Ray Hammerschmidt recommended that the 2007 NCAC 14 committee meet in Albuquerque during mid-January. Rasmussen moved and Hammerschmidt seconded. Motion was approved unanimously.
PAGE  
1

