NCAC-5 Human Science Administrators Annual Meeting

Conference Call

February 5, 2007

Present:  M. DeLong (UMinn), V. Johnson (NDSU), R. Hughes, Jr. (Chair IL), R. Douthitt (WI), D. Medieros (KSU), L. Nichols  (SDSU), D. Savaiano (Purdue), N. Miller (UNL), Neal Kelly (OSU), Thomas Andre (ISU).

Introductions and welcoming remarks extended to the group.

Brief overview/orientation of NCAC-5 presented.
Minutes of the January 20, 2006 meeting were approved.

Review of New Proposals

1. NC1167 (Denis Medeiros & Dennis Savaiano, Lead Reviewers)
N-3 polyunsaturated fatty acids and human health and disease.

Issues:  General agreement that the topic is quite relevant.  Several issues raised.

· In several parts of the proposal claims were made, but no citations provided for these claims.  Reference made to some of their work completed several years ago, but again no citations provided.  Studies from extension stations mentioned, but no articles referenced.
· Omega 3 rich animal products have potential to produce cattle omega 3 fatty acids; producers of cattle feel threatened because of this new paradigm.

· Proposal authors make reference to a scaling model in several parts of the proposal; however this model has never been published in peer-reviewed outlets.
· Reviewer believes the extension component of the proposal was the weakest part of the proposal.  One reviewer mentioned he thought extension was taking a backseat to the rest of the project.  Authors mention developing a website as a core strategy of their extension model; however, there was no real thought devoted to the demands and costs of developing and maintaining a truly functional website.  Questions posed as to whether or not this would be an evidenced-based website.  Reviewer felt the proposal was lacking in providing details for their marketing plan.

· One committee member mentioned that he believes proposal writers did not tie together all the pieces in the proposal.  Left the impression that the proposal was disjointed.

· Question posed to the Committee, “Is this the right team to carry out the project?”  Several members mentioned that yes, this was a very strong team.

Final Decision:  Approve with minor revisions.

2. NC 170 (Virginia Clark & Laurie Nichols, Lead Reviewers)
Personal protective technologies for current and emerging occupational hazards.
Primary objectives of this project for renewal:  (a) develop new textiles; (b) evaluate garment systems; and (c) build education system

Issues:  This proposal builds upon previous project conducted by this group.  However numerous participants in the previous project were not included in this proposal.  In fact only six total participants.  Out the six, four were from Cornell University.  One Committee member mentioned that some of the project participants did not respond due to the fact they were not aware they had to “re-enlist” for the project.

Other concerns include the fact that reviewers were not totally clear on how the proposed collaboration would work since this was not clearly addressed in the proposal.  
Questions about how the researchers will tie together the research findings, and how this will be collaborative.  The outreach plan needs to strengthen its’ ties to industry.

Towards end of discussion four major items were identified as weaknesses:  (a) lack of participants, and why only six officially signed up; (b) collaboration; (c) outreach plan and integration with extension; and (d) current and future funding.

After lengthy debate and vote, decision was made to allow proposal authors to make significant changes to their proposal with a February 12, 2007 deadline.  Virginia Clark and Laurie Nichols agreed to review revised proposal by February 15, 2007.  The Committee as a whole agreed to abide by Clark’s and Nichols’ decision.  
Other Business:

Robin Douthitt (WI) serve as the Administrative Advisor to this group.  She urged members to update the official membership list for this committee.  This must be done at the NIMSS website.  

Hughes will not attend the NCRA meeting this spring as it is in Hawaii.  Next year’s chair should attend the spring meeting.  

Rotation of states to serve as officers of this committee:
· 2007 Illinois (chair) Ohio State (secretary)

· 2008 Ohio State (chair) North Dakota State (secretary)

· 2009 North Dakota State (chair) Purdue (secretary)

· 2010 Purdue (chair) South Dakota State (secretary)

Next year’s meeting will also be a conference call arranged by the incoming chair of this committee.  
