2007 NCAC-4 Annual Meeting
Purdue University

April 30-May 1, 2007

MINUTES

· Meeting was convened at 9:00AM by Robert Joly, Chair.

· A list of topics for discussion was developed and distilled down to the following 4 items

· Undergraduate recruitment

· Biofuels
· Teaching

· Organics

· Undergraduate Recruitment

· Most students seem to be interested in landscape design and management

· Purdue has seen an enrollment decrease of approx. 17 students per year

· General consensus that business courses are critical for success of horticultural professional

· Most schools have Spanish as an option; however, the consensus was that we should require conversational Spanish for ag professionals
· Some schools have teamed up with Spanish language departments to offer a Spanish culture and language course for ag students
· There was a general consensus that we should recruit Spanish-speaking students

· Many departments are  strongly emphasizing the science aspect of horticulture
· SIU offers a 2 cr Home Gardening class with big enrollment. Faculty brought in to do hands on learning exercises.

· Recommendation of teaching 2cr class Friday afternoon in the residence hall learning centers.

· MSU offers a 15cr certificate in organic gardening for $500.

· Biofuels

· Horticulture departments are well-suited for participating in ecological studies regarding biofuels

· Recommendation that a Regional Research Project be submitted

· Title “Bioenergy from Horticultural Plants”

· Submission via the research director at MSU

· Teaching

· Discussion about personnel issues; particularly concerning moving extension faculty into teaching roles and how to credit them

· Organics

· MSU and Cornell struggling to get state funds to support personnel in organic horticulture
· MSU offers a 2 year certificate program

· Consensus that visibility of organic programs equate to good public relations for the institution

· Organic Gardening class at University of Georgia very popular

· Consensus of group that it was difficult working with medical schools to assess the health effects of fruits and vegetables
· Administrative Report – Randy Woodson

· $1B in proposed farm bill dedicated to specialty crops

· Discussed proposed reorganization of CSREES and ARS

· CREATE 21 – developed by NASULGC

· establishes its own national institute

· reorganizes USDA into one agency

· ARS does not like this

· NIFA – National Institute for Food & Agriculture

· Competitive grants program only

· Does not call for reorganization of USDA

· Supported by Sen Tom Harkin-IA

· Both bills introduced in the House of Representatives

· No money committed to operate either of these

· Overview of Purdue’s Discovery Park

· Academic Incubator

· Four target areas

· Entrepreneurship

· Bioscience

· Biofabrication

· Discovery learning

· 10 centers

· Operating costs come from $52M Lily endowment

· Departmental advisory committee
· Recommendation to keep below 15 members

· Recommendation to exclude paid directors of commodity groups

· Motion and second to adjourn

· Congratulations to Bob Joly for job well done!

· Next year’s meeting in Minnesota followed by Nebraska

