Minutes of the North Central Advisory Committee NCAC-2
Animal Health Advisory Committee
Teleconference: 10 February 2006

Annual Meeting: 10 March 2006
NCAC-2 Teleconference

February 10, 2006
Participating:  Eli Asem, John Baker, Doug Freeman, Lisa Freeman, Don Reynolds, Doug Rogers, Mo Saif, Bert Stromberg, David Zeman, 

The NCAC-2,  Animal Health Advisory Committee, held the first half of it’s annual meeting as a teleconference to discuss and make recommendations for the assigned Multi-State Research Projects.  Specific comments were included on the evaluation forms that were submitted to NCRA.  The meeting began at 8:30 AM Central Time.

The formal meeting of NCAC-2 in Washington will be held on March 10, 2006 at the USDA Riverfront Building.  A tentative agenda has been distributed, and a formal agenda will follow.  In addition, an agenda for the AAVMC Research Deans meeting will follow.

Projects considered for review:

NC_TEMP 107  Evolving Pathogens, Targeted Sequences, and Strategies for Control of Bovine Respiratory Disease

        
-  Primary Reviewer – Mo Saif
        
-  Secondary Reviewer – John Baker

-  Admin Advisor – Don Reynolds
The project was presented and discussed for renewal.  Responses to the questions on Appendix H were agreed upon.  Additional detail in the methods section and in the BVDV eradication objective would strengthen the proposal.  Discussion related that this has been a productive committee working on a topic area of importance.  Members agreed to accept the project with minor revision.  
NC_TEMP 1981 (NCR-131) Animal Behavior and Welfare
        
-  Primary Reviewer – Doug Freeman
        
-  Secondary Reviewer – Doug Rogers

-  Admin Advisor – Don Reynolds

The project was presented and discussed by the group.  Responses to the questions on Appendix H were agreed upon.  The committee felt that this proposal provided significant detail in the objectives, methods, participation and outreach plans.  Members felt that the objectives were very focused, and that additional objectives should be considered.  Additional details on measurable data point collection and statistical analyses would strengthen proposal.  Discussion related that this is a topic area of importance.  Members agreed to accept the project with minor revision.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 AM.

NCAC-2 Annual Meeting
10 March 2006

The meeting was conducted at the USDA, CSREES, with National Program Leaders and invited Veterinary Research Deans. 

The agenda follows, including NCAC-2 business meeting minutes.

Location: CSREES, 800 9th St., SW, Washington, DC 20024 

               (Conference Room 4103-4105)

Attending:

Avery, Roger (avery@vt.edu)  – Virginia Tech, Guest;
Baker, John (baker@cvm.msu.edu) – Michigan;

Dickerson, Harry (hwd@vet.uga.edu) – Georgia, Guest;

Freeman, Lisa – (freeman@vet.k-state.edu) Kansas State University

Freeman, Douglas (douglas.freeman@ndsu.edu) – North Dakota


Gay, Cyril – USDA, ARS;


Hahn, Ned (ned@uiuc.edu) – Illinois;


Hamernik, Deb – USDA, CSREES;


Hefferin, Colien - USDA, CSREES;


Hegg, Richard – USDA, CSREES;


Hunter, Karen – USDA, CSREES;


Johnson, Peter (pjohnson@csrees.usda.gov) – USDA, CSREES;

Klei, Tom (klei@vetmed.lsu.edu) - Louisiana, Guest;


Otto, Ralph - USDA, CSREES;


Reynolds, Don (dlr@iastate.edu) – Iowa;


Rogers, Douglas (drogers1@unl.edu) – University of Nebraska


Sherman, Gary (gsherman@csrees.usda.gov) – USDA, CSREES;

Singleton, Jan – USDA, CSREES;

Smith, Greg – USDA,CSREES;

Stromberg, Bert (b-stro@umn.edu) – Minnesota;

Zeman, David (David.Zeaman@sdstate.edu) - South Dakota;

AGENDA

Welcome & Introductions: Ralph Otto

President's Current FY 2007 Budget Request for CSREES: Colien Hefferan

NVMSA update: Gary Sherman

National Animal Health Network Update: Gary Sherman

ARS/CSREES Animal Health Research Planning Workshop-Sept. 2005: Gary Sherman, Peter Johnson (handouts provided)
ARS Animal Health Action Plan: Cyril Gay (handout provided)
Higher Education Funding Opportunities for Veterinary Medicine: Greg Smith (handout provided)
Environmental issues related to animal diseases: Richard Hegg (handout)
CSREES Food Safety Competitive Programs (Food Safety Coordinated Agricultural Project; Epidemiological Approaches for Food Safety; Food Safety; Integrated Food Safety ): Jan Singleton, Karen Hunter
Animal Genomics: Deb Hamernik (handout)
NRI Animal Protection Program, including annual awardee workshop & Animal Biosecurity Program: Peter Johnson, Peter Brayton (handouts)

Discussion

Note: many of the handouts provided are available on the related section of the USDA website.

Adjourn
NCA-02 committee members meeting
Present: Stromberg, Freeman D., Freeman L., Zeman, Hahn, Baker, Reynolds, Rogers.
Minutes for 2005 meetings were discussed.  Motion to approve, Freeman; second, Zeman.

2005 Minutes approved.

Old Business – none.

New Business – 

The new federal budget proposal with $0 for the 1433 Animal Health Formula Fund was discussed.  It was noted that this group should consider a letter in response.  Significant animal health research is conducted in the North Central region.  While the group should avoid competing with AAVMC and support of issues such as the Veterinary Workforce Expansion Act, an independent letter from NCAC-2 could go to the NCRA, or to USDA officials such as Colein Hefferan and Chuck Connors (Deputy Secretary).  The letter could also include stakeholders.  Stromberg and Freeman will draft a letter for the committee to review and discuss.

In discussion of the 1433 funds, it was noted that many institutions employ a competitive process for distribution.  Further use of a competitive process was discussed.  The committee indicated that the fund supports significant animal health infrastructure.  We need to demonstrate the deliverables that result from the funds.

Plans for the 2007 annual meeting were discussed.  It was agreed that it is important to continue meeting with USDA, CSREES.  Next year’s meeting should include more open discussion.  ARS, APHIS, and the research deans should be invited.
No committee elections in middle of 2 year cycle.

Adjourn

