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NCR-192 North Central Regional Turfgrass
2004 Meeting Minutes

University of Nebraska

Lincoln, NE

June 13-15, 2004

Administrative Advisor: Dr. Mark E. Ascerno

Chair: Dr. Garald Horst

Secretary: Dr. Leo Schleicher

Present:


Mark Ascerno†

Kevin Frank

Richard Latin

Cale Bigelow


Jack Fry*

Deying Li

Dale Bremer


David Gardner

Leo Schleicher*

Suleiman Buhgrara*

Roch Gaussoin
Ronald Smith*

Ronald Calhoun

Brian Horgan*

John Stier*

Nick Christians*

Garald Horst*

Tom Voigt

Barb Corwin*


Geunhwa Jung

Eric Watkins

Shui-Zhang Fei

Steve Keeley

Seng Yee Wong

Tom Fermanian*

Suzanne Lang


Absent:


Zac Reicher*


Ken Diesburg*


Bruce Branham*

† Administrative Advisor

* Official Representative

Guests:


Shane Andersen

Mark Howieson

Jason Lewis



Lee Burpee


Marcus Jones


Siddhartha Narra

Luke Dant


Jon Kahler


Shanmugam Rajasekar

Gary Eifert


Jason Kruse


Federico Valverde

Ryan Goss


Bernd Leinauer

Steve Wallner
The meeting was called to order by chair Garald Horst at 8:00 a.m. June 14, 2004.

Revised Meeting Agenda (see Attachment 1)

Attendees were requested to update the NCR-192 mailing list.

Administration

Dr. Mark Ascerno, NCR-192 Advisor, stated that the mid-term review is still being looked at with the final review scheduled for July.  Although overall positive, the lack of joint publications remains an area of concern.  Minutes of the 2004 meeting must be posted by Aug. 15, 2004.  Dr. Ascerno reminded the group that new publications since the last meeting, particularly those with regional impact or research involving work across state lines, should be forwarded to Secretary Schleicher for inclusion in the Annual Report (Form SAES-422).  Accomplishments should be linked to the three major objectives stated in the NCR-192 Project Proposal (2001 to 2006).  The 2006 renewal proposal is to be presented at the 2005 meeting and finalized by Dec. 2005.  Dr. Ascerno advised that the reviewers have been very selective about granting continuation of multistate research groups.  Further discussion of the renewal proposal is presented later in the minutes.
NTEP Report
Tom Voigt presented the annual NTEP Report which included information from the NTEP Policy Committee Meeting, July 1-3, 2004.  Highlights included:
· The 2004 National Perennial Ryegrass Trial, as well as future trials, will require an additional year of data; however, evaluators will be compensated with an additional year’s funding.
· Responses to the NTEP Listening Session are available in the NTEP Policy Committee Meeting Summary, available at http://www.ntep.org/ .
· Perennial ryegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, and tall fescue trials will continue to have a large number of entries.

· A handbook is being produced for policy committee members
· Brian Horgan was nominated and elected the new NTEP representative, replacing Tom Voigt, who requested that someone else serve on the committee.  Dr. Voigt was thanked for his many years of service.
· $2.54 million has been requested from Congress by the National Turfgrass Research Initiative to provide 12 ARS positions at nine locations for FY2005.

John Stier inquired about the financial status of NTEP.  Tom Fermanian replied that NTEP is currently in good shape and has a goal of maintaining one year’s financial needs in reserve.  However, lobbying efforts have used significant funds.
NCR-192 Website
http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/NCR-192/
Tom Fermanian requested that members send correspondence and reports electronically, using tables, if appropriate, to consolidate information.  Members may add or link information to the NCR-192 website by placing a request with Tom Voigt.  The Problem Solver is operating, but is not complete.  Mark Ascerno suggested that the Problems Solver is needed for the new proposal.
Historian’s Report

Nick Christians requested states to volunteer for future meeting sites.  Michigan (2009), Wisconsin (2010), Purdue (2011), and Iowa State (2012) were added to the list of future sites.  The amended Historian’s Report (Attachment 2) will be forwarded to the secretary.  Acceptance of the 2004 Historian’s Report was moved, seconded and approved.  Members wishing to view copies of minutes from previous annual meetings should contact Dr. Christians.  

Regional Project Update

Shui-zhang Fei reported that a subgroup had been formed to determine the focus and protocol of the next phase of the Low Input Sustainable Turf (LIST) regional project.

The subgroup was scheduled to meet at 2:30 to finalize plans.  The finalized project proposal (Attachment 3) will be forwarded to the secretary.

Poa Annua Seedhead Control Project

The status of the Poa annua research was discussed briefly in the absence of Bruce Branham, leader of the project.  Nick Christians stressed the importance of taking the study to completion.  Martin Massengale suggested that it might be a good time to request funding for the project since opportunities to secure funding are currently better than in the recent past.  Mark Ascerno stated that a change to an NC group would require changes in reporting, accountability, annual reports, etc., but would not necessarily guarantee funding.  He recommended against the change this time.  Garald Horst suggested writing grant proposals for multi-state projects.
Tom Fermanian asked official state reps to e-mail their URL addresses to him.

State Reports

South Dakota

Leo Schleicher reported that Shane Andersen was recently hired as a Research/Extension Associate in turfgrass.  Jon Kahler is a M.S. graduate student investigating the use of SSR markers in blue grama.  There are approximately 20 turf undergraduates.  Current research focuses on weed control, reduced-input turf, and collecting native and naturalized germplasm from South Dakota grasslands. http://hflp.sdstate.edu/turf/ 
Kansas

Jack Fry reported that Matt Fagerness has resigned and his position is currently frozen.  Pathologist Ned Tisserat has accepted a position at Colorado State.  Kansas State currently has three turf graduate students.  Current research includes working with a strip sod seeder for converting perennial ryegrass sites to zoysia or bermudagrass.  Steve Keeley said there are 130-140 undergraduates in the golf course management program.  Dale Bremmer is conducting water deficit studies with Texas bluegrass x Kentucky bluegrass hybrids and tall fescue using a rainout shelter and investigating nitrous oxide fluxes in turfgrass.  http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/dp_hfrr/turf/welcome.htm 
Ohio

Dave Gardner stated that university budget cuts had almost no impact on the Ohio State turfgrass science program.  There are currently 95 undergraduates and plans are being made for turfgrass science to team with athletics and business to create a new golf course major.  Ohio State has replaced the annual research summary with more frequent publications, which are accessible online.  Current research includes polypropylene fiber sod, phytochrome B mutant bentgrass in association with Scotts, composting, light/shade effect on morphology, and a nitrogen test tool.  http://hcs.osu.edu/turf/
Southern Illinois

No report.  Annual research summary online at http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/research/summaries/2003TurfResearchSum.pdf 

Iowa

Iowa State turf faculties include Nick Christians, teaching (50%) and research (50%); Dave Minner, sports turf; Shui-zhang Fei, turfgrass breeding; and Mark Gleason, pathology.  Dr. Christians reported that enrollment is 130 students, although tuition has increased 65% over the past three years.  Research highlighted included remote sensing, physiological responses of creeping bentgrass to mowing, conversion of conventional putting greens to Roundup Ready® creeping bentgrass, Poa annua control, winter injury in bent/poa putting greens, football traffic simulation, bermudagrass low temperature tolerance, billbugs, and reel blade sharpening.  Dr. Fei discussed winter hardiness traits in perennial ryegrass and analysis of genetic diversity in rough bluegrass, colonial bentgrass, and velvet bentgrass using RAPD markers.  http://turfgrass.hort.iastate.edu/ 
Missouri

Barb Corwin stated that a research (70%)/teaching (30%) assistant or associate professor position will open Sep. 1, 2004 with the person on-board by Sep. 1, 2005.  Brad Fresenburg now has a hard-funded position. New courses include sports turf management and turf pest management.  Dr. Corwin is leaving the Plant Diagnostic Clinic and is the turf and disease state extension specialist.  She is working with Bayer using diagnostics at the superintendent level.  http://agebb.missoui.edu/stat/index.htm 
North Dakota

Ron Smith reported that NDSU’s turf research includes evaluation of weed & feed products, comparing corn gluten herbicidal efficacy at different rates and nitrogen effect (corn gluten meal vs urea) on turf quality, the 2003 NTEP Bentgrass Trial and the 2003 NTEP Fineleaf Fescue Trial.  Deying Li said that his appointment is 80% teaching and 20% research, there are currently 30+ turf undergraduates, and NDSU is looking for a graduate student.  Additional research includes studying USGA putting green test procedures, methods of quackgrass control, and investigating sand-based putting green construction.  http://www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/plantsci/turf/main.htm 
Indiana

Cale Bigelow announced that Purdue’s expansion emphasis has produced two new faculty positions, a turf entomologist and turf physiologist.  Tim Gibb, who has provided turf insect expertise for many years, will now function as a 100% extension specialist.  Purdue’s turf science team won the 2004 School of Agriculture Team Award.  Research mentioned includes seeding zoysia and bermudagrass; control of ground ivy, Poa trivialis, and nimblewill; weed control in Roundup Ready® creeping bentgrass; nutrient management; soil amendments; divot study; wetting agents, carbon sequestration; and insect and disease control studies.  There are currently 70 turf undergraduates.  http://www.agry.purdue.edu/turf/
Minnesota

Brian Horgan reported that Horticulture has a new department head and turfgrass science has two new faculty: Eric Watkins and Andy __________.  A pathologist position, vacant since 2002, remains unfilled.  The combined Turf & Nursery Conference was very successful.  In extension, there are six regional extension educators (one in turf); however, all six have responsibilities for the entire state.  Legislation affecting the use of phosphorus allows application only during seeding and requires golf course superintendents to attend an informational program.  Forty people attended the School of Turf Management, a combined effort of Minnesota and Wisconsin.  The cost per attendee was $650 and an estimated $6,000 was earned.  Research includes defining low-input golf courses (with Wisconsin), clipping management effects on nutrient and pesticide runoff, nitrous oxide, capacitance moisture sensors, and spatial variability of soils on golf course fairways.  The breeding program works with tall fescue, Kentucky bluegrass, perennial ryegrass, low-input grasses, and continuation of Don White’s creeping bluegrass.
http://www.turf.umn.edu/
Michigan State

Suleiman Buhgrara advised that the Annual 74th Michigan Turf Conference Proceedings is to replace the state report.  MSU is teaching a turf management course with four universities in China.  The Turfgrass Information Center now holds the James B. Beard Turfgrass Library and a collection from the Scotts Company.  Dr Buhgrara’s research includes Festuca spp. x Lolium spp. hybrids, Festuca spp. drought tolerance, intergenetic hybridization in bentgrasses for Roundup Ready® technology, and collaborative agreements with a number of other universities.  Kevin Frank noted that possible phosphorus application restrictions are being discussed in Michigan.  Also, the university turf and landscape groups are being merged.  N. Suzanne Lang, horticultural physiologist, was introduced.  Ron Calhoun highlighted his research: herbicidal weed control, evaluating ‘Velocity’ brand herbicide, monitoring infestation of Poa annua populations into bentgrass over years, and quantifying traffic on putting greens.  Greg Lyman is now with the Environmental Institute for Golf.  Also discussed were the “To the Turf” stewardship program and the MSU GDD Tracker in cooperation with the state weather station network.  http://turf.msu.edu/
Wisconsin

John Stier reported that another 10 acres are being added to the turf research facility; Wisconsin is considering phosphorus legislation; and the program has five research fellowships.  Wayne Kussow, Soil Scientist associated with the turf program, is retiring.  Dr. Stier briefly described environmental research efforts, such as evaluating buffer strips and establishing background phosphorus levels in soil and leaf tissue.  Additional research included cold tolerance, development of an environmentally-friendly golf course, and use of crumb rubber to replace the gravel or choker layer in USGA-spec putting greens.  Extension efforts will focus on water quality.  http://www.hort.wisc.edu/uwturf/
Illinois

Tom Fermanian indicated that Bruce Branham has relocated to Grand Rapids, MI and his status is somewhat uncertain; Andy Hamblin did not receive tenure but will continue at Illinois; and the turf program is involved with a 3-hole golf course, the Sunshine Course, that is intended for youth.  Dr. Fermanian noted that there are 15-20 undergrads, with most being 2-year transfers.  In fact, there is a 5:2 transfer student to freshman ratio.  The annual turf report will be used in conjunction with the turf conference report.  Field Day participation by golf course personnel has increased greatly.  Research includes scanning turf for quality and moisture for precision turf using a multi-spectrum video camera for an imaging system.  Areas of interest are disease injury; turf quality, color, and density; and nitrogen and moisture stress in the greenhouse.  Dr. Fermanian is working with Spectrum Technologies on a prototype designed to detect disease prior to expression of visual symptoms.  Tom Voigt is evaluating colonial bentgrass for fairways, grasses that will perform in unmowed rough areas, such as purple lovegrass and blue grama, and Miscanthus spp. as a biofuel.  http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/
Nebraska

Roch Gaussoin announced that Terry Riordan is the director of the new Professional Golf Management program, with an increase from 22 to 46 students.  Bob Shearman has taken charge of the buffalograss breeding program.  Funding has been renewed for Roundup Ready® creeping bentgrass management and options research, now into its 9th year.  Dr. Gaussoin is looking into the genetics of dollar spot resistance in ‘Crenshaw’ creeping bentgrass.  Graduate student Jason Lewis is investigating soil physical properties of aging putting greens.  Graduate Student Ryan Goss is looking for Roundup tolerance changes in weed species infesting Roundup Ready® creeping bentgrass putting greens and observing possible fertility x mycorrhizae x biostimulants interactions.  Garald Horst has cut back some of his research activity in order to teach plant physiology.  Current research includes remote sensing (passive sensing into an active system) and characteristics of above-ground biomass.  Gary Yuen, pathologist, is investigating necrotic ring spot x mowing height interaction, summer patch, Typhula ishikariensis, comparison of creeping bentgrass genome with Lolium, gray leaf spot, and fungicides x six species of snow mold.
http://turfgrass.unl.edu/
State Reports concluded.

Proposal for NCR-192 Project Renewal

Discussion and planning of the 2006 project renewal proposal involved the entire group.  Dr. Ascerno reminded the group that posting of the minutes and submission of the SAE-422 Report are due 15 August 2004.  All related publications from member states should be mailed to Dr. Schleicher as soon as possible.  Topics in the Multistate Research Project Proposal were discussed briefly.  They are: 


Statement of the Issue(s) and Justification


Related, Current, and Previous Work (last 5 years)


Objectives


Methods


Measurement of Progress and Results


Outputs


Outcomes or Projected Impacts


Milestones


Projected Participation


Outreach Plan


Organization and Governance


Literature Cited


Attachments

The group approved the following general objectives and team leaders:

Objective #1: Environmental Impacts, Leader: Brian Horgan

a. water quality

b. genetically modified organisms (GMOs)

c. invasive species

d. pesticide fate


Objective #2: Reduced Input, Leader: Shui-Zhang Fei

a. water quantity

b. alternative pest control

c. low-maintenance turf

d. developing remote sensing


Objective #3: Best Management Practices (BMPs), Leader: Tom Voigt

a. research (developing BMPs, biosafety, pesticide application timing)

b. outreach (NCR-192 website, “Problem Solver”)
It was agreed that the group leaders for each of the three objectives will work with Dr. Ascerno and Dr. Schleicher this fall to produce a draft of the proposal.
The next meeting will be in June 2005 in South Dakota.  Official representatives will be notified of dates and location at a later date.

Meeting was adjourned.
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