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Members in Attendance:

Dan Morrical – Iowa, Don Ely – Kentucky, Margaret Benson – Michigan, Paul Berg – North Dakota, Howard Meyer – Oregon, Jay Daniel – South Dakota, Dan Waldron – Texas, Tom Bunch – Utah, Dave Notter – Virginia, Dave Thomas – Wisconsin, Greg Lewis – USDA-ID, Kreg Leymaster – USDA-NE, Larry Miller – CREES, Dan Schaefer – Administrative Advisor.

Members Absent:

Mike Neary – Indiana, Bill Head – Minnesota, Henry Zerby – Ohio, Robert Godfrey – Virgin Islands, Morse Solomon – USDA-MD.

Wednesday, June 12, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

A reception was hosted by Don Ely, University of Kentucky for meeting participants at the Campbell House Inn.  

Thursday, June 13, 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.

The annual meeting of NCR-190 was held at the E.S. Good Barn on the campus of the University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY.    

K. Leymaster, chair called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Participants introduced themselves and identified their affiliated institutions.  D. Ely welcomed the group and presented the schedule for the next two days.  K. Leymaster presented the agenda and it was approved.  Leymaster also appointed a nominations committee of:  D. Thomas (WI, chair), J. Daniel (SD) and D. Waldron (TX); and a resolutions committee of:  M. Benson (MI, chair), D. Notter, (VA) and H. Meyer (OR) and asked that they be prepared to make a report at the business meeting Thursday evening.  

D. Ely introduced Dr. Bob Harmon, Chairperson, Department of Animal Sciences, University of Kentucky who welcomed and briefly addressed the group.  

NCR-190 station reports were presented for Objective 3:  Evaluate genetic and nutritional effects on milk production.  Stations reporting in this objective included:  Oregon, Wisconsin and Iowa.  The presentations from Oregon and Wisconsin accompanied their written reports included in the proceedings and Iowa presented research relative to this objective although no written report was included.  

The NCR-190 committee has received requests from 3 additional institutions to become participating members.  Those expressing interest were:  Cornell University – Mike Thonney,  West Virginia University – Debra Marsh, and Virginia State University – Stephen Wildeus.  Each of the representatives from these institutions presented current ongoing research that fit and could contribute to the objectives of NCR-190.  Virginia State University also provided a written report that is included in the proceedings under Objective 2.  

NCR-190 station reports were presented for Objective 2:  Develop genetic and environmental strategies to improve efficiency and consumer acceptability of lean tissue accretion in lamb.  Stations providing oral and written summaries of research efforts for this objective included:  Kentucky, Michigan, North Dakota, Texas, and USDA-NE.  A report from Utah is also included in the proceedings.  

The evening meeting of NCR-190 began with several reports from advisors and invited guests including:  

Report from  Dan Schaefer, Administrative Advisor to NCR-190.  The midterm review of this committee’s progress was favorable.  The committee has demonstrated progress and committee actions were well documented in the meeting minutes.  This committee is scheduled to terminate on 2004 and therefore plans should begin now to have a new project ready to submit by September, 2003 for initiation on October, 2004.  Dr. Schaefer also reported that he had contacted both Minnesota and Indiana about their intentions to continue their participation – given their absence the last few years.  He had received no expressed interest in participation by Minnesota.  Mike Neary, the Indiana representative, has a reduced research appointment yet remains interested in collaborative work although was unable to attend this year’s meeting.  Schaefer reported that future evaluation of NCR committees will emphasize 4 important areas:  1) quality of the minutes; 2) attendance; 3) demonstrated communication between committee and clientele or industry; and 4) impact of committee work on clientele.  It was suggested that perhaps Paul Rodgers, American Sheep Industry could be asked to submit a statement of the relevance and impact of this committee’s work to the sheep industry if needed.   It was also pointed out that many of the participants in the committee have joint appointments in extension and therefore, communication between committee members and the industry is great.   

Report from Larry Miller, CSREES representative.  Two handouts were distributed that identified personnel changes and budget issues for 2002 – 2003.  L. Miller also updated the committee on the current status of revising the NRC – Nutrient Requirements of Sheep document and that funding is needed to get this project underway.  

Report from Paul Rodgers, American Sheep Industry, Association.  Paul thanked the committee for the opportunity to meet with them and to continue the association between the National Sheep Improvement Program (NSIP) Technical Committee meeting and NCR-190.  (The NSIP technical committee annually meets prior to this meeting since several NCR-190 members contribute to both committees.)  P. Rodgers reported that ASI was actively involved in the following issues at the federal level:  wildlife services, trade issues – market loss assistance and trade adjustment assistance programs, farm bill, the checkoff for the sheep/lamb industry which will begin assessments July 1, country of origin labeling and mandatory price reporting.  ASI was the recipient of grants from the National Sheep Industry Improvement Center which are directed at consumer demand stimulation issues.  Two of the 5 have been finalized and extension have been given on the other 3.  There is a possibility that as a result of the federal reorganization currently underway, APHIS could be moved from USDA to the department of Homeland  security. The impacts that this and other possible moves could have on the sheep industry is not known at this time but likely to affect trade issues and all involved in the industry.  The status of the federal scrapie program was discussed.  

Report from Jay Wilson, National Sheep Industry Improvement Center.  A handout was provided listing the projects and funded activities in the 3 program areas:  1)  National Livestock Producers Association, Sheep and Goat Fund,  2)  Lamb Marketing and Promotion (201 Trade Package) and 3)  Sheep and Goat Industry Grant Program.  There will be another call for grants this year.  It is expected the notice will go out in the Federal Register in August/September.  

Report from Ron Lewis, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  R. Lewis recently returned from Scotland and updated the group on current projects underway in Scotland on sheep genetics research.  He also updated the group on the UK approach to addressing the scrapie issue.  

NCR-190 – Business Meeting

The meeting was called to order by K. Leymaster.  The 2001 meeting minutes were approved (D. Waldron/D. Thomas).  

Old Business.  The article summarizing the findings of the cooperative project conducted by committee members on tail docking of lambs was written by D. Thomas and has been submitted for publication.  Two other publications summarizing the cooperative efforts of NCR-190 members on:  Crossbreeding – K. Leymaster, and Out of Season Breeding – D. Notter are also in the final stages of review.  Both of these articles will be published in a special issue of the Sheep and Goat Research Journal.  Following publication there, Leymaster and Notter will take the initiative to edit the articles as necessary for further publication and distribution in industry channels including popular press magazines, ASI newletter, and electronic media options.  

New Business.  Maurice Shelton has announced his resignation as editor of the Sheep and Goat Research Journal following the publication of the special issue due out in July, 2002.  The future existence of the journal was discussed.  A motion was made (D. Thomas/H. Meyer) that the Sheep and Goat Journal serves a purpose in the sheep industry, it is contributing a valuable resource and that NCR-190 supports it continuation.  The motion passed 5 to 3.  

D. Thomas reporting for the nominating committee offered the following slate of officers for 2003:


Chair – Paul Berg, North Dakota


Vice Chair – Don Ely, Kentucky


Secretary – Dan Morrical, Iowa

The motion was made (D. Thomas/ H. Meyer) to cast a unanimous ballot for the offices identified.  Motion passed.

M. Benson reporting for the resolutions committee presented the following resolutions:

1) Be it resolved that the NCR-190 multi-state research committee feels there is an urgent need to produce a new NRC Nutrient Requirements for Sheep and Goats based on the benefits to producers, researchers, educational programs, and feed manufacturers; improvements in production efficiency; and enhanced environmental impacts.  It is also recognized that since the current edition was written in 1985 there have been notable changes in feedstuffs and animals and increased concerns about environmental impacts. 

Thereby, NCR-190 supports efforts to obtain funding sources to update the NRC Nutrient Requirements of Sheep and Goats.  

2) Be it resolved that the members of NCR-190 committee express their appreciation to Don Ely and other faculty, staff and students for hosting the 2002 meeting.

3) Be it resolved that the members of NCR-190 express their appreciation to Maurice Shelton for his years of dedicated service as Editor of the Sheep and Goat Research Journal and to the sheep industry in general.  

The motion was made (D. Morrical/G. Lewis) to accept the resolutions.  Motion passed.  

Three institutions had requested membership in the NCR-190 committee.  The motion was made (D. Thomas/D. Notter) to accept Cornell University, Virginia State University and West Virginia University into membership of the committee.  Motion passed.  

P. Berg, North Dakota invited the committee to meet jointly with WRCC-39 next year in Bismark, ND.  The motion was made (H. Meyer/D. Morrical) to accept the invitation.  Motion carried. Dates will be determined by the hosts and committee officers.

In preparation for the re-write of the project, a motion was made (D. Notter/D. Waldron) to have the new slate of officers plus K. Leymaster serve as the writing committee who will present a draft of the new project at next year’s meeting.  D. Ely will chair the committee.  Motion passed.  

Motion was made to adjourn (D. Notter/D. Ely).  Motion carried.

Friday, June 14, 6:45 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Members of the NCR-190 committee toured the sheep and beef units at the University of Kentucky.  D. Ely and staff discussed current and future sheep and forage evaluation research objectives.  Following the tour, a lamb barbeque luncheon was enjoyed prior to return to the Good Barn for completion of station reports.  

NCR-190 station reports were presented for Objective 1:  Evaluate genetic and physiological control of seasonal fertility, prolificacy and lamb survival.  Stations providing oral and written summaries of research efforts for this objective included:  North Dakota, South Dakota, USDA-NE, USSES-ID and Virginia.  A report from the Virgin Islands is also included in the proceedings however, R. Godfrey was unable to attend the meetings.  

The Committee ended the day with dinner at the Red Mile Race Track in Lexington.  

