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Members in Attendance:

Bert Stromberg – Minnesota; Mike Brumm – Nebraska, Marcia Shannon – Missouri, Robert Goodband – Kansas, Lee Johnston – Minnesota, Brian Richert – Indiana, Steve Moeller – Ohio, Robert Thaler – South Dakota
Members Absent:
Gary Apgar – Illinois; Dale Rozeboom – Michigan, Don Jones – Indiana; Ken Stalder – Iowa; Jay Harmon – Iowa; Mike Ellis – Illinois, Harold Gonyou – Saskatchewan, Les Christianson – Illinois
Notes:
The annual meeting of NCERA-89 was held at South Dakota State University, Brookings, SD on November 2-4th, 2005.  The meeting took place at the SDSU Alumni Center on the campus of South Dakota State University.  Robert Thaler, South Dakota State University, coordinated the meeting.

The NCERA-89 committee met with College of Agriculture Dean, Gary Lemme, to discuss the future of South Dakota State University.  Several SDSU Animal and Range Science faculty members discussed their research programs.  Robert Thaler gave an update on the agriculture industry in South Dakota and the demographics of the Animal and Range Science Department.

Dr. Thaler called the NCERA-89 business meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.  The agenda was reviewed.

· Approve agenda

· Approval of minutes from 2004 NCERA-89 meeting

· CSREES Report

· NCERA-89 Administrative Advisor Report

· Distribution and Discussion of Station Reports

· Election of 2006 NCERA-89 Committee Chairman and Secretary

· Plans for the 2006 NCERA-89 meeting site and date

· Research Project Results

· Discussion of On-going Research

· Discussion of Published, Planned and Future Publications

· Brain storming on Future Projects

· Closing Remarks

· Adjourn

A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The 2004 NCERA-89 minutes were approved as written unanimously.

Dr. Bert Stromberg, NCERA-89 Administrative Advisor, addressed the group and discussed the importance of committee members making sure they are listed on Appendix E of the NIMSS report.  He mentioned that the committee will be up for renewal in March and the report is due in December.  Dr. Stromberg mentioned that our committee does an excellent job collaborating on research and extension activities.  The committee needs to list all research and extension efforts for impacts associated with the NCERA-89 objectives.
There was some discussion about inviting other swine specialists to be committee members.  Dr. Goodband moved to invite additional committee members and Dr. Thaler second the motion.  Motion was unanimous.  Mike Brumm volunteered to contact Peter Braunsen, Ken Kephart, and Rick Stowell.  Robert Thaler volunteered to contact Dick Nicolai and Allen Harper.  Marcia Shannon volunteered to contact Tom Fangman and Jeff Carroll.

There was no CSREES Report.

Dr. Shannon – Missouri was nominated for secretary and Dr. Stalder – Iowa was nominated for Chairman of NCERA-89 in 2006.  A motion was made (Brumm-NE) and seconded to accept their nominations.  The motion was accepted unanimously.

The committee determined that the 2006 NCERA-89 committee meeting will be held at the University of Minnesota in Waseca, MN on October 18-20th.  Dr. Lee Johnston will serve as host for this meeting. A motion was made (Moeller-Ohio) and seconded (Richert-IN).  The motion was accepted unanimously.  A motion was made (Thaler-SD) to have Steve Moeller at the Ohio State University hosts the 2007 meetings and seconded (Richert-IN).  The motion was accepted unanimously.
Members of NCERA-89 presented written and oral station reports.

Members discussed current research projects.  Dr. Goodband updated the progress of the experiment to evaluate the effects of maintaining pen integrity on growth performance and space requirements of pigs.  Minnesota has 2 reps, Kansas, Iowa has 3 reps, and Nebraska has 2 reps were the participating stations.  A motion was made and seconded (Shannon-MO and Thaler-SD) to submit an abstract for the 2005 National Animal Science Meetings with Goodband writing the abstract and Brumm as the presenter.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Dr. Richert discussed the space study associated with the k constant in order to validate the breakpoint submitted to the National Pork Board last year.  Discussion focused on protocol, data collection, videotaping, treatments, pen size, weighing frequency, conducting two separate studies with nursery, and the resubmission for a National Pork Board Animal Welfare grant.  Kansas, Minnesota, Ohio and Missouri indicated participating in the nursery study.  South Dakota, Purdue, and Kansas indicated interest in participating in the grow-finish study.  Brian Richert (Purdue) will lead the project and resubmit the grant to National Pork Board Animal Welfare Section 4 Bullet 2.  The project will be submitted as 2 separate proposals with one being only performance for nursery and grow-finish and the second proposal will be performance with blood parameters for nursery and grow-finish.  The committee did agree to conduct the project without funding.

Other research topics were discussed such as using hemp mats; sow longevity associated with gilt development and space requirements; switching ingredients in and out of rations affect on growth performance; and lowering energy costs with reduced temperatures in nursery buildings.  The committee agreed to pursue research associated with reduced nocturnal temperatures affect on growth performance.  Dr. Thaler-SD will send out a protocol.
The committee showed their appreciation of Mike Brumm – NE participation in the NCERA-89 projects and celebrated his approaching retirement by giving him a desk clock with an engraved plaque.  Discussion was to keep Brumm-NE on the committee as a consultant.

 The entire committee thanked Robert Thaler, South Dakota State University, for his time and effort in hosting and organizing the 2005 NCERA-89 Committee Meeting in Brookings, SD.

No further business was discussed and the meeting was adjourned.
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