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Minutes

The annual meeting was held at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center in Alexandria, VA, on November 5, 2005.  The meeting began at 2:15 p.m. and recessed at 5:20 p.m.; it resumed again at 8:15 on November 6, 2005.

The membership contact list was updated.  Minutes from the 2004 meeting had been corrected before posting on the NIMS system last year.

Reports on 2004-2005 activities.  Damhorst reported on the NCCC-65 sponsored pre-conference workshop held at the International Textile and Apparel Association (ITAA) meeting on Wednesday, November 2 from 1:00-5:00 p.m., entitled "USDA Funding Opportunities for Apparel and Merchandising Scholars."  Patricia Hipple, a National Program Leader from CREES, conducted the workshop and explained funding opportunities, priorities, and best procedures for application to various programs offered by USDA.  Content was focused on areas that pertain to ITAA members.  Pre-registration for the workshop was 47, and 43 attended.  The attendees were quite varied in background.  The vast majority were newer researchers and individuals who had not previously applied for USDA funding.  Ten of the attendees were from smaller colleges and universities that are not major research or Land Grant universities.   The workshop appeared to reach the audience that we hoped to serve.  A follow-up of attendees will be undertaken in about a year to assess impact of the workshop on participants in terms of proposals submitted and funded.

Lennon and Hawley reported on the ESRAB (Educators for Socially Responsible Apparel Businesses) meeting held prior to the ITAA meeting for four hours on Tuesday evening, November 1, at the conference hotel in Alexandria.  NCCC-65 was responsible for initiating that organization, and three of the ESRAB members are current members of NCCC-65.  The organization has a website maintained by Suzanne Loker at Cornell University.  Members are asked to submit for posting descriptions of one of their class activities related to social responsibility.  Personnel from Fairchild Publications attended the meeting this year.  They are interested in compiling a book of readings on social responsibility in the apparel industry.  Fairchild also is thinking of refocusing their ITAA faculty research award on work related to social responsibility.  ESRAB currently awards a certificate for the best sustainable design in the ITAA show.  ESRAB is thinking of developing an award for best paper.

Administrator's Report:  Marilyn DeLong reminded us that we need to submit minutes of meetings and annual reports within 60 days after the annual meeting.   A request for a renewal document by September 15 resulted in a preliminary description that is now posted on our website.  The proposal for renewal is due December 1. 

Delong reported that three new members may be joining NCCC-65.  Minjeong Kim at Oregon State University has already submitted Appendix E to join next year.  Doze Butler at Southern University and Kathleen Rees at Texas A&M--Kingsville are interested in joining (Rees attended the first day of our meeting), but, due to their lack of funding, would only be able to attend if the meeting is held in conjunction with ITAA.  Brenda Sternquist at Michigan State University may stay on the project, but could not attend this year.  Delong will follow up with contacts at Purdue and Kansas State Universities to see if they can send representatives. 

Our need to broaden our membership is ever present.  All current members teach in textiles and apparel or retailing/merchandising programs.  However, the current members are very diverse and interdisciplinary in their research and teaching activities.  Delong suggested that the group needs to emphasize and explain their diversity of expertise.

Delong is in charge of the deans' review of projects this year.  She reported that a federal funding increase for Experiment Station was just passed, but that an end to the block grant system for federal funding may be in the near future.

Research Interests & University Reports

NCCC-65 members described their current research interests to enlighten the group on the breadth of expertise available among the members.  
Research Interests:

Karen LaBat -- anthropometric study of human body shape and size via body scanning

Sharron Lennon -- e-commerce website characteristics that attract browsers; consumer behavior

Jane Hegland-- aesthetics; website identities and consumer behavior (e.g., cross dressers)

Jana Hawley -- e-commerce; textile recycling processes; branding; rural development

Mary Lynn Damhorst -- body image; obesity stereotypes; exercise and nutrition throughout the lifecycle

Cynthia Jasper -- consumer behavior; family business; philanthropy and women

Holly Bastow-Shoop -- rural retailing

Laura Jolly -- rural economic development (tourism, technology leadership); customer relationship management in retailing

University Reports (research projects and program initiatives):

Ohio State University -- the College is submitting a proposal on obesity for campus-wide initiatives (competitive and interdisciplinary) 

North Dakota State University – campus-wide initiative on agri-tourism

University of Tennessee – campus initiative on international and intercultural awareness

South Dakota State University -- entrepreneurship  and agri-tourism

University of Missouri – entrepreneurship and e-extension

Iowa State University – cross-disciplinary entrepreneurship center; new visual learning center in progress; new College of Human Sciences (combines Family and Consumer Sciences and Education colleges)

University of Minnesota – designing a new College of Design formed from units currently in the College of Human Ecology (clothing design, retail merchandising, interior design, housing studies, graphic design) and the College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture.

University of Wisconsin – assessment of the retailing program (by alums and industry advisory board); new building for College and remodeling of old building; search process underway for three positions

Project Renewal Report
The current project ends September 30, 2006.  Extensive time was devoted to planning the renewal proposal that is due December 1.

Activities for a renewed term were considered and discussed in relation to fulfilling objectives.  Partnerships with 1890 schools have been explored, but need more exploration.   To carry on with workshops related to grant getting, a special session at ITAA on money management spreadsheets is possible.  We need to conduct a posttest survey of participants in one year to evaluate effectiveness of this year's USDA workshop.  We could develop workshops on advanced statistical techniques or research methods.  We could submit a proposal to USDA f or funding of such a workshop.

Nancy Miller discussed a core group of researchers that wants to look at rural or small community research needs and funding sources.   This could be a pre-conference or summer workshop.  We could seek money to pay attendee's expenses.  It was suggested that we talk to Cornelia Flora at Iowa State University and Jan Poley in Nebraska.    

NCCC-65 might initiate another collaborative research effort or collection of data sets; these efforts need a Land Grant component.   One topic might be mass customization.  The outcome would be collaborative research projects and grant proposals.  A conference on the topic could also be an outcome.  We might also reconsider a third conference on rural retailing, as the Snowbird conferences happened back in the 1990s.  We could fund, develop, and execute aworkshop on setting research priorities for regional and national work. 

NCCC-65 might enhance ways to exchange research ideas, brainstorm how to tackle a topic,  and encourage synergistic exchange.   We might develop a brainstorming blog or a web-based expertise list.   DeLong suggested that the members of NCCC-65 need to regularly exchange information about research initiatives at their institutions as well as publication and websites that have been produced.    

NCCC-65 might also develop a directory for craft and specialty products produced in each state.

Objectives and key themes for the proposal included:


Building or strengthening economic linkages among producers, retailers, and consumers 
that enhance community development.  


A common denominator is agriculture and maintaining a viable rural community.


Focus on regional solutions, not only localized answers; we should aim for solutions 
beyond any one state or region and encourage development of science-based solutions. 


"Rural" and "social change" were not in the proposal much, but need to be.


Our efforts need to have impact beyond researchers; Extension and real world audiences 
would give our work practical implications.

Major points developed for the renewal proposal were:

1.  Technology and its impact on consumer/retailer/producer actions in the marketplace.

2.  Society's impact on consumer demand for goods and services to improve human well-being.

3.  Economic linkages among producers/retailers and consumers to enhance community    

     development.

Jolly and Lennon will submit a proposal for a Special Topics session at the 2006 ITAA conference.  The session will be designed to involve ITAA members in generating topics for each major point in the renewal proposal.

Subpoints suggested were:  


U.S. consumption trends resulting from increasing obesity, aging, minority ethnicity, 
immigration, and population shifts (exurban and inurban migration, natural disasters); 
these shifts create new needs and preferences.


Build and strengthen linkages among consumers, retailers, and producers.


Establish new linkages among family businesses, entrepreneurs, communities, and local 
and regional markets.


Design strategies to develop social and human capital.

Delong suggested that we talk with our deans and ask them to review the renewal proposal.  

We also need to examine Appendix J for evaluation criteria.

Annual Report
All members of NCCC-65 need to send a description of their research interests/expertise -- in two sentences -- to Laura Jolly.

Members were asked to send to Jana Hawley 2004-2005 lists of publications, theses and dissertations, presentations, and grants to include in the annual report.  Her e-mail address is:

hawleyj@missouri.edu
The next meeting is planned for November 4-5, 2006, in San Antonio, TX.  The meeting will be held after the International Textile and Apparel Association conference.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m., Sunday, November 6, 2005.

