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Members in Attendance: Angela Lyons, Illinios; Sharon DeVaney, Indiana; Craig Gundersen, Iowa; Frances Lawrence (Oct. 21 only), Louisiana; Shirley L. Baugher, Minnesota (Administrative Adviser); Kathryn D. Rettig, Minnesota; Catherine Huddleston-Casas, Nebraska; Debra Pankow, North Dakota; Sharon Seiling, Ohio; Elizabeth E. “Liz” Gorham, South Dakota; Bernadine Enevoldsen, South Dakota; Jane Schuchardt, Washington, DC (USDA/CSREES Representative); Michael S. Gutter, Wisconsin (Oct. 20 only)
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DAY 1:  October 20, 2005

The 2005 annual meeting of NCCC052 was held at the University of Minnesota in St. Paul, MN on October 20-21, 2005.  The Holiday Inn Express at Bandana Square was the hotel designated for lodging.  The registration fee for the meeting was $30 per attendee.
Liz Gorham called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.  Each person attending introduced themselves.   Station reports were collected and an updated list of NCCC052 membership was shared.  The following agenda was distributed at the meeting:

Thursday, Oct. 20
9:00 am  

Welcome and Introductions


Address from Administrative Advisor – Shirley Baugher


Objectives of NCCC052 – Expectations of NC Regional Assn. of AES Directors (Liz Gorham)


Latest developments in Financial Security – Jane Schuchardt


Business Meeting

                       
Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting – Angela Lyons, Secretary


Reports on the status of projects:

· NE0167: Family Business Viability in Economically Vulnerable – Debb Pankow

· NC1011: Rural Low-Income Families: Tracking their Well-being and Function in an Era of Welfare Reform (NC223) – Sharon Seiling

· NC1013: The Economic and Psychological Determinants of Household Savings Behavior – Michael Gutter


Report on Work Group #5: Child Support


Station Reports – NCCC052 membership

NOON
  
Lunch delivered on-site (covered by registration fee)


Elect New Chair and Secretary
   
Date and location of 2006 meeting

Report on Work Group #1: Health and Wealth


Station reports – NCCC052 membership


Prioritizing of Work Group reports:


#2 Youth and Credit


#3 Cultural Perspectives on Money


#4 Direct and Indirect Costs of Caregiving


#6 Research Rigor 

Dinner on your own

Friday, Oct. 21
8:00 am   
Housekeeping Details and Summary of Previous Day's Reports/Discussion 


More work group reports and/or work group discussions
10:30 am 
Break


Group work

NOON
Lunch delivered on-site (covered by registration fee)

1:00 pm
Summarize research directions for work groups

2:00 pm
Contents of CRIS report

3:00 pm
Adjourn
Shirley Baugher welcomed everyone to the University of Minnesota and gave an update on the status of the College of Human Ecology at UM.
Jane Schuchardt identified six areas of opportunity for NCCC052:

1. Federal budget cuts will be significant in the coming years and there may be impacts for our field.

2. Funding opportunities at USDA – National Research Initiative Call for Proposals ($180M – 20% will go toward integrated projects).  There is $11M built in for research on developing a better understanding of the behavioral and environmental factors that contribute to obesity.  Funding will also be used to conduct effective evaluations in this area.

3. Funding available through the NASD Investor Education Foundation for basic investor education.  Opportunities for multi-state proposals so that states can work together instead of compete against each other for funding.   

4. Opportunities related to the Bankruptcy law and Debtor Education - CSREES has worked with EOUST to develop a streamlined process to apply as educators for bankruptcy filers for land-grant university Cooperative Extension Services.   Potential opportunities for NCCC052 to provide leadership in investigating the impact of the new bankruptcy law on issues related to welfare and the impact that recent natural disasters may have on the implementation of the new legislation.  Opportunities also for e-commerce with respect to the role that e-Xtension can play in providing education to bankruptcy filers.

5. Policies are needed to encourage savings and asset building for low-to-moderate income families.  Opportunities to develop better asset tests to create better policies.  New policy proposals:  1) opting out of employer-sponsored retirement plans (automatic enrollment); 2) automatic escalation when you receive a wage/salary increase; 3) ability to take tax refunds and place into more than one account (i.e., savings and retirement accounts).

Liz Gorham reviewed the proposal for the NCCC052 – Multistate Research Coordinating Committee and Information Exchange Group.  She provided an overview of the purposes and operation of the NCCC052 committee and the role of the work groups.  The committee began a discussion about what they wanted to accomplish over the next 5 years with the work groups.  The discussion ended at the break.
After the break, the minutes of the last meeting were amended and approved.

Patricia Olson (University of Minnesota Extension Service, Center Director and Area Program Leader for Family Resource Management) gave an overview of her work related to the cultural perspectives of money.  Her presentation was titled “Financial Literacy for New Audiences.”

Updates were given on the status of various research projects:

· NE0167: Family Business Viability in Economically Vulnerable (Debb Pankow)

· NC1011: Rural Low-Income Families: Tracking their Well-being and Function in an Era of Welfare Reform (NC223) (Sharon Seiling)

· NC1013: The Economic and Psychological Determinants of Household Savings Behavior (Michael Gutter)

The committee decided to postpone the discussion of Work Group #5: Child Support.
The committee also decided to postpone the election of the NCCC052 Secretary until Friday, Oct. 21.
After lunch, the date and location for the next meeting were selected by the committee.  The 2006 meeting tentatively will be held Nov. 2-3 in Madison, WI in conjunction with the 2006 APPAM Conference.  The meeting will run from 9am-5pm on Nov. 2 and 8am-3pm on Nov. 3.  Preference is to hold the meeting at the Pile Center on the University of Wisconsin–Madison campus.  Michael Gutter will work with Karen Goebel on meeting arrangements and selecting a hotel.
Committee members shared highlights from their station reports.  Jane Schuchardt commented that it has been proposed in the President’s budget that formula funding be transitioned into competitive funding for agricultural experiment stations.  Work is underway to include a social science component to more projects funded by CSREES.

In the afternoon, the committee worked to identify broad research areas they wanted to focus on over the next 5 years.  Below is a list of the topics:
· Financial Security (Ability to meet day-to-day expenses while planning for longer-term financial goals)

· Financial Issues for Youth (Financial Education and Youth)

· Financial Socialization
· Human Capital Investment

· Economic Vulnerability of Rural Households

· Financial Security over the Life Cycle
· Household Asset Building

· Lack of employee benefits

· Access to financial services

· Consumer debt/financial strain
· Economic vulnerability of the elderly

· Financial security

· Financial socialization

· Financial education

· Privatization of education

· Bankruptcy reform

Following this discussion, the meeting recessed for the evening.

DAY 2:  October 21, 2005
On the second day, Liz Gorham opened the meeting by introducing two broad focus areas and proposing that the committee use these as a guide to help the committee set “research priorities for multi-state and national work on emerging issues relevant to the economic well-being of families” (Objective #1 in NCCC052).

1.  Economic Security
2.  Rural Economic Vulnerability


of farm households


of youth


of elderly


of employers


of ethnic groups

The committee also discussed the possibility of Bankruptcy Reform as a potential focus area.  The following were mentioned as potential research questions/areas:
· Impact of Bankruptcy Reform for Rural America

· Community sustainability


· Credit deregulation

· Employment and garnished wages

· Mandated counseling and education

· Means-tested income cutoffs for filing for bankruptcy

· The role of bankruptcy as incentives

· Differences in rural vs. urban

· Relationship between health, bankruptcy, and insurance

· Program evaluation

Jane Schuchardt also identified some potential focus areas and shared these with the group:

1.  
Building Research Excellence (contextual theme)

2.  
Economic Vulnerability (rural families; youth/young adults; bankruptcy reform; disaster preparedness, recovery, and effects)

4.  
Financial Security (household asset building)

5.  
Obesity, Nutrition, Health (behavior change, health-wealth component, food security issues, health-care costs, insurance)

By the end of the discussion, Sharon DeVaney suggested that the following three focus areas summarized the group’s discussion:

1. Financial management, food insecurity, and health
2. Financial security (focus on asset building)
3. Economic vulnerability in times of disaster
Financial management, food insecurity, and health 

· Health-wealth connection

· Depression and food insecurity

· Health insurance/costs

· Issues associated with access and costs

· Access to health care and insurance

· Access to food in rural communities

· Education and human capital

· Prescription drug costs and food

· School lunch program

· Economic shocks on food insecurity (i.e., lack of income)

· Role of food stamps

· Elder care

· Food insecurity for the elderly

Financial security (focus on asset building)

· Economic and financial consequences of divorce

· Bankruptcy

· Retirement income security

· Asset accumulation for low-income households

· Intergenerational transfers within households (cultural differences)

· Long-term care insurance

· Building human capital

· Asset building and homeownership

· Asset building and home-based employment or small businesses

· Asset building and education

· Policy analysis (i.e, IDAs, First Accounts, bankruptcy)

Economic vulnerability in times of disaster (economic vulnerability and disaster preparation and recovery)
· Economic vulnerability in times of disaster

· Preparing financially for disaster

· Financial recovery from disaster
· Loss of jobs, financial records

· Moving to new location

· Obligations

· Community transitions

· Asset loss – strategies – best practices

· Loss of job, home, medical insurance

· Financial resiliency

· Financial stress associated with disasters

· Qualitative studies on how families recovered after the disaster
· Longitudinal study on financial recovery

· Financial issues with relocation and housing

The committee used a logic-model approach to identify the inputs, outcomes, and indicators for the focus area related to “economic vulnerability in times of disaster.”
*************************************

Economic vulnerability in times of disaster 
*************************************

Inputs

· Who, What, Where, When, How

· Disaster definition

· Service-learning component (NCCC052)
· Family economists, financial management professionals

· Recent disaster area

· October 2006 committee meeting
· Conference call

· Listserve announcement

Outcomes

· Researchable questions

Effect of technology on disaster recovery, etc.

Disaster recovery

Financial resiliency

Retrain – human capital, new occupational identity

· Organized projects

“New-Normal” multi-disciplinary team
· Communication strategies, best practices

Indicators

· Proposed policies

· Proposed funding priorities
After identifying “economic vulnerability in times of disaster” as a focus area, the committee tentatively agreed that the next meeting would be held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on Oct. 4 – Oct. 6, 2006 instead of Madison, WI on Nov. 2-3, 2006.  The tentative schedule will be as follows:  

· Wed., Oct. 4 – the committee will convene for a working dinner in the evening

· Thurs., Oct. 5 – the committee will participate in an all-day, service-learning training related to “economic vulnerability in times of disaster.” 
· Fri., Oct. 6 – a formal committee meeting will be held from 8am-2pm, with the understanding that committee members will not leave before 2pm on Oct. 6

If the committee is unable to meet in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on Oct. 4-6, it will meet in Madison, WI on Nov. 2-3 as previously planned.
Frances Lawrence was unanimously elected to the position of Chair-elect for the period 2006-2007.  She will serve as Chair for the period 2008-2009. 

Following the election, the committee broke up into 3 groups to draft descriptions for the 3 focus areas.  Below are the descriptions:
FOCUS AREA 1:  Financial Security
Financial security is the ability to meet day-to-day obligations while planning, saving, and investing to achieve future financial goals such as education, retirement, homeownership, and small business startup.  By building assets and managing debt, households will be better able to contribute to the economic vitality of their communities.  More research is needed to determine policy and practices that motivate people to build wealth and not debt.  Additional research is needed to examine the relationships between economically-secure families, community prosperity, civic engagement, and rural entrepreneurship.

FOCUS AREA 2:  Economic vulnerability in times of disaster
There is a need for research on the economic consequences and adjustments of households following natural disasters, terrorism, and wars. Vulnerability is the risk of substantial losses from which families may have difficulty recovering, or may never recover.  These losses are emotional, social, and financial because of loss of family members, personal health, jobs, houses, household goods, cars, financial incomes, assets and social support at interpersonal and community levels. Research is needed on the kinds of resilience demonstrated, the best practices to meet human needs following disasters, and information from households to inform policy and practices.

FOCUS AREA 3:  Financial management, food insecurity, and health
Research has explored the links between family socioeconomic status and issues of food security and health.  Resources such as community food support programs, the local health care system and employer-sponsored benefit programs profoundly influence family food security and health.  In addition, how families use their resources can be influential.  Independently, neither set of resources can fully address these issues.  In order to comprehensively address health and food security, research must look at all of these resources and the interactions among them.

At the end of the meeting, the committee decided that they will host a national conference call to bring attention to the immediate need for research related to the “economic vulnerability of families in times of disaster.”  Specifically, the objective of the conference call will be to bring together researchers who have a mutual interest in obtaining funding to conduct a quantitative and qualitative, longitudinal study on financial recovery.

The committee acknowledged Liz Gorham and expressed its appreciation for her leadership over the last two years, especially during the reinstatement process.  Many thanks to Liz!  Many thanks also to Shirley Baugher!
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm on November 5, 2005.
Approved:
Anglea Lyons                                                                      Date

NCR-52 Chair-elect                                                             2005
Shirley L. Baugher                                                               Date
NCR-52 Administrative Advisor                                         2005
Abbreviated State

Reports of NCCC052 Committee

Patricia A. Duffy

Dept. of Ag Econ and Rural Sociology
Telephone: 334-844-5629

Auburn University
Fax: 334-844-5639

202 Corner Hall
E-mail: pduffy@auburn.edu 

Auburn University, AL 36849

Research interests are in two areas. One area concerns food assistances for low-income families, with a special focus on food pantries. The other area of interest is basic farm management, budgeting and decision-making.

Angela Lyons (NCCC052 Secretary)
Telephone: 217-244-2612
Dept. of Agricultural & Consumer Economics
Fax: 217-333-5538
University of Illinois
E-mail: anglyons@uiuc.edu
421 Mumford Hall

1301 W Gregory Drive

Urbana, IL 61801-3605

Illinois reported on the activities of five faculty members with research interests in family and consumer economics.  Topics include: Liquidity constraints and household credit access; credit access and household repayment problems; gender and minority differences in household investment decisions; and issues related to student borrowing (A. Lyons).  Child support payments; cooperation requirements in paternity establishment; effects of living in a single-parent family on childrens socio-economic outcomes; gender and racial differentials in the labor market (A. Beller).  Child labor and children’s schooling in developing countries, fertility and contraceptive use in developing countries, social learning, economics of the household (M. Arends-Kuenning).  Health economics and consumer economics: rural health, consumer decision-making in health and health care, health and the food system (P. McNamara).  Analysis of US child support policy, international regulation of global public goods (U. Neelakantan).
Sharon DeVaney


Department of Consumer Sciences and Retailing
Telephone: 765-494-8300
Purdue University
Fax: 765-494-8300
West Lafayette, IN  47907-2060
E-mail:  sdevaney@purdue.edu 
Faculty at Purdue University are involved in research about consumer's economic well-being. Specific topics include investing, retirement, consumers' evaluation of health care, and the effect of technology on consumers' lives, e.g. in online purchasing, information search, and the use of distance education.

Craig Gundersen





Assoc. Professor/Dept of Human Dev & Family Studies 
Telephone: 515 294 6319

Affiliate, Institute for Social and Behavioral Research
Fax:  515 294 1765 

Iowa State University
Email:  cggunder@iastate.edu
74 LeBaron Hall

Ames, IA 50011

Iowa reported on the research activities of 17 faculty members who are conducting research related to family economics and family policy.  Research topics include:  food insecurity, food assistance programs (i.e., Food Stamps and WIC), rural poverty, welfare reform, child support enforcement, housing and rural development.

Suzanne Badenhop
Telephone: 859-257-7485

Family & Consumer Science
Fax: 859-257-7792

242E Scovell Hall 
E-mail: ahcsbb@uky.edu
University of Kentucky

Lexington, KY 40546

Topics of research include:  Young Employees Investor Education for Retirement and Millionaire 4-H Clubs.
Frances C. Lawrence
Telephone: 225-578-1726

Gerald Cire and Lena Grand Williams Alumni Professor
Fax: 225-578-2697

Louisiana State University
E-mail: flawrence@lsu.edu 

School of Human Ecology

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Louisiana researchers are involved in research related to welfare reform with focus on food insecurity and earned-income tax credit.  Additional research relates to financial management, specifically related to the college student population.
Erica Tobe
Telehone: 517-355-9655

Program Leader – Financial Literacy
Fax: 517-353-4846

Family and Consumer Sciences
Email: tobee@msu.edu
Michigan State University Extension

240 Agriculture Hall

East Lansing, MI  48824

Research activities include: Resource management with low income families – with a primary focus on managing their food budget;  exploring a partnership with College of Nursing to train Extension Educators in an Advanced Care Planning Certificate Program – will work in conjunction with the Legally Securing Your Financial Future Curriuculum; working with University of Kentucky, Virginia Tech University, and University of Tennessee on a youth investor education grant – secured from the NASD Foundation – this grant will explore investing education clubs with 4-H youth.
Kathryn Rettig 
Telephone: 612-625-7745


College of Human Ecology
Fax: 612-625-4227
University of Minnesota  - Twin Cities
E-mail: krettig@che.umn.edu
290 McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55108

Minnesota reported on the research activities of ten faculty members who are working in the disciplines of family economics and family policy.  The subject areas included: welfare reform, dynamics of family members in family businesses, asset building for the working poor, family business sustainability, economic consequences for parents and children of state child support guidelines, economic pressures and marital instability in rural families, family support for the elderly, long-term care insurance, poverty status of immigrant households, and life and family life quality in Minnesota.

Deanna Sharpe
Telephone: 573-882-9652
Department of Personal and Financial Planning
Fax: 573-884-8389
239 Stanley Hall
E-mail: SharpeD@missouri.edu
University of Missouri-Columbia
 
Columbia, MO 65211
Missouri currently has seven faculty members active in the area of family and consumer economics.  Topics of research include: educational financing, labor market participation, consumer expenditures (R. Weagley); intertemporal consumption and behavioral finance (M. Finke); intertemporal preferences and human capital investment (S. Huston); student finances (M. Olsen); poverty, consumer protection (B. Procter); retirement planning, consumer expenditures, health care financing, economic policy analysis (D. Sharpe); and real estate, self-reliant consumption (M. Zelenak). 
Catherine Huddleston-Casas




Telephone:  (402) 472-6419
Assistant Professor





E-mail:  Chuddleston-casas2@unl.edu
Family & Consumer Science





132 Mable Lee Hall
University of Nebraska – Lincoln
Omaha, NE 68588-0236
 
The University of Nebraska, Lincoln Department of Family and Consumer Sciences has 3 faculty members with appointments linked to Family Economics, Dr. Sheran Cramer, Dr. Catherine Huddleston-Casas, and Dr. Kathleen Prochaska-Cue.  Currently, Dr. Cramer’s family economic research interests focus on pursuing alternative measures of poverty.  This work began with Dr. Elizabeth Davis (now retired).  Dr. Cramer is leading a team using the 1990 and 2000 census to establish financial vulnerability as a measure of determining poverty.  Dr. Huddleston-Casas’s family economic research interests focus on the intersection of family economics and family policy with a specific interest in the working-poor.  She is collaborating with a number of colleagues to bring an economic and policy component to their work.  Her independent research project is assessing working-poor status using the Family Economic Self-sufficiency Standard with the Survey of Income Program Participation.  Dr. Huddleston-Casas is also a member of the Nebraska team serving on NC1011.  Dr. Prochaska-Cue’s continues her involvement in NC1011 and is collaborating with Drs. Churchill, Bosch, and Huddleston-Casas to publish Nebraska specific findings of this research.  Dr. Prochaska-Cue is collaborating with Dr. Julie Albrecht on a project designed to assist women from Tajikistan with small business development.  Additionally, Dr. Prochaska-Cue has recently developed a website called “Pay Down Debt.”  

Barbara O’Neill
Telephone: 732-932-9155 (x250)

Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Fax: 732-932-8887
Cook College Office Building
E-mail: oneill@aesop.rutgers.edu 

55 Dudley Road

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Research topics include: Research related to health and wealth.

Debra Pankow, Ph.D.
Telephone: (701) 231-8593

Family Economics Specialist
Fax: (701) 799-7498

North Dakota State University 
Email: dpankow@ndsuext.nodak.edu
EML 277, PO Box 5057

Fargo, ND 58105

Topics of research include: NE-167 Regional Research project on Family Business Viability in Economically Vulnerable Communities has been working on the Index of Community; other studies target co-preneurial couples’ adjustment strategies, financial co-mingling and continuance; program impact evaluation; farm/ranch family retirement preparation; youth financial literacy; and overall rural family economics issues (M. Fitzgerald).  Retirement preparation; teen spending; program evaluation (D. Pankow).
Sharon Seiling, Ph.D.
Telephone: 614-292-4224

College of Human Ecology
Fax: 614-688-8133
265 Campbell Hall
E-mail: sseiling@hec.ohio-state.edu
The Ohio State University 

1787 Neil Avenue

Columbus, OH 43210-1295

Ohio reported on the research activities of ten faculty members involved in consumer and family economics research.  Topics included consumer debt, savings/investment behavior, risk tolerance/aversion, health and wealth depletion, health care decisions/expenditures, cultural influences on consumer purchases, international consumer markets, choosing financial institutions, retirement planning, financial education evaluation, financial statements and budgeting, EITC, and homeownership and wealth accumulation for minority and poor households.

Jill Findeis
Telephone: 814-863-8246

Agri Econ/Rural Soc 
Fax: 814-865-3746

Penn State University
E-mail: fa2@psu.edu 

112E Armsby Building

University Park, PA 16802

Current research seeks to understand the impacts of economic-social-environmental and policy change on human well-being. Two themes guide recent work: 1) understanding individual and household decision-making behaviors, especially related to food production and adequate income provision, labor allocation and natural resource use, and 2) understanding the impacts of public policy reform in spatially-differentiated contexts, with a particular focus on two separate but in some contexts interrelated topics: agricultural household-firms and poverty. 

Anastasia “Tasha” R. Snyder
Telephone: 814-865-6223

Agri Econ/Rural Soc
Fax: 814-865-3746

Penn State University
E-mail: tashasnyder@psu.edu 

112A Armsby Building

University Park, PA 16802

Research interests focus broadly on studying variations among single parent families, especially never married mothers and their children, with a special emphasis on pregnant and parenting teens. More specific interests include poverty among single parent families; the strategies single parent families use to cope with poverty and promote social mobility; and how welfare reform policies, and family policies in general, impact single parent families, especially rural single parent families. 
Bernadine Enevoldsen
Telephone: 605-688-4328

Dept. of Human Development,
Fax: 605-688-4888

Consumer & Family Science
E-mail: Bernadine.Enevoldsen@sdstate.edu 

College of FCS

309 SNF/2275A

South Dakota State University

Brookings, SD 57007

Elizabeth E. Gorham (NCCC052 Chair)
Telephone: 605-688-4035

South Dakota State Univ. Extension Specialist 
Fax: 605-688-6360
Family Resource Management 
E-mail: gorham.liz@ces.sdstate.edu
301 NFA/ 2275A 
Brookings, SD 57007 
 
Topics of current research include: retirement planning of farm/ranch families; financial literacy of youth; curriculum; savings behavior (B. Enevoldsen); credit use, debt management, bankruptcy education, financial literacy of youth, financial security in later life, household finances of rural families, Native American values and finances, identity theft and fraud; health insurance; savings (E. Gorham); and risk tolerance (R. Yao).

Michael Gutter 
Telephone: 608-262-5498

Department of Consumer Sciences
Fax: 608-265-6048
School of Human Ecology
E-mail: msgutter@wisc.edu 
University of Wisconsin – Madison

1300 Lindon Drive Room 370F

Madison, WI 53706

Wisconsin reported on the research activities of eight faculty members Topics of research included:  Economic and psychological determinants of savers versus non-savers, risk tolerance, financial security, risk management, racial differences in preferences and financial behavior, and financial education and behavior change.
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