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Minutes of the Business Meeting, 2/26, 3:30-5pm

· Item: Klaus Moeltner to replace Randy Rosenberger as acting secretary for the last few days of the administrative year 2003-2004

· 100% in favor


· Item: Steve Shultz nominates Ron Fleming to be secretary for 2004-2005

· 100% in favor


· Item: Introduction of the new administrative advisor Don Snyder, Utah State

· Don outlines Klaus’ responsibilities for the annual report

· Discussion unfolds regarding publication of proceedings

· Don mentions that funds have been collected to produce hard copies of proceedings

· Jeff Englin: editing responsibility should be with authors.

· Outcome: 

· Don will check with Directors to see if they want the proceedings on CD-rom or as a hard copy; 

· all Maui meeting attendee will get a hard copy.

· (note: no final decision on editing responsibilities was made)


· Item: Fen Hunt, National Program Leader update

· Goes over the following set of hand-outs distributed to all meeting attendees:

· CSREES UPDATE

· CSREES 2004 Budget

· CSREES Planning & Accountability

· Priority Areas for New FY 2005 Money

· Competitive Program 5-year Plan

· Natural Resource Initiative (NRI)

· Integrated Water Quality Program

· Western Regional Workshops on CSREES Funding Opportunities: March 8, 2004, Reno, NV

· ESCOP FY 2006 Research Priorities

· Upcoming workshop: September 9-10, 2004, Baltimore, MD (tentative)

· Data Reporting & Database establishment

· CSREES Economic and community Systems (ECS) organization and staffing

· NRI FY2004 RFA

· CSREES Economic and Community Systems

· CSREES FY 2005 President’s Budget Proposal

· CSREES Administrator’s Report to the Partnership, Fall 2003

· Project Summary and Update – Feb. 23, 2004, “Small and Mid-Sized Animal Operations: A Workshop to Explore Education, Incentives, and Policies for Water Quality protection”, by Chares Abdalla, Penn State University

· Journal Article: Adelaja, A. O., “The 21st Century Land Grant Economist”, ARER, 32 (2): 159-170

· Fen urges for enhanced exposure for the Resource Econ program

· Announces revamped agency web site to be available in April 2004

· Mentions that 25% of Hatch funding must go to multi-state research projects

· Reviews NRI’s competitive grant programs (handout)

· John Hoehn question: Will NRI setup change in the near future?

· Fen: No strong indications for such change. Budget is fairly constant.


· Item: Site for 2005 meetings

· Steve Shultz suggests: investigate several options, compare prices

· members make several suggestions: 

· facility near Portland, OR, airport “Edgefield”

· Lake Tahoe or Reno

· Scottsdale or Tucson

· Rio Rico near Tucson

· S. Diego

· S. Antonio

· outcome: Steve Shultz will solicit more detailed information on some of these sites, then inform members via e-mail on chosen site.
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