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Brief summary of minutes of annual meeting:

1. Administrative Co-Advisor Dr. D.C. Coston spoke to the group of the work of the SERA-TF 11 and the recommendations of that task force which resulted in the formation of this information exchange group (IEG).

2. Dr. Ram Rao, USDA-CSREES National Program Leader in Food Science described his office(s interest in this IEG.  He will look into the selection of himself or someone from USDA-CSREES serving as a liaison to this IEG from the agency.

3. Dr. Jan Singleton, Director of the USDA-CSREES Food Safety Initiative indicated that her program had funds that could be used to develop data bases, hold symposia, etc. around issues related to food safety.  She indicated that those funds rest with Iowa State University and are under the direction of Dr. Sorrell Brown.  Dr. Brown heads up the IDEA (Information Development in Expanding Awareness) program at ISU.  Singleton also noted that the IEG would be an excellent stakeholder group to provide guidance for  IFAFS program development.

4. Dr. Carmela Bailey, Director of the Bio-based Nonfood Systems Research Program at USDA-CSREES spoke to the group about value-added agriculture initiatives funded by her program and the DOE that could lead to new agricultural sources for fuels, chemicals and industrial materials from agriculture.

5. Dr. Michael Spencer from the USDA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization stated that his program focused on assuring that small and disadvantaged processors get a fair chance to compete for USDA contracts.  His office and programs are described on the USDA web page (www.usda.gov/osdbu).

6. The group then discussed the following:

6. How the SERA-IEG 32 will cooperate with the new Cooperative Marketing Data Center, which is being proposed by the USDA Cooperative Marketing Service.  Ron Madl, KSU, briefed the group on the consortium of ISU, UC-Davis, KSU and OSU which is proposing that such a center be based at ISU and serve the Midwest region.  Four similar proposals have been submitted to USDA.  USDA representatives commented that an announcement on the selected location of the center would be made in July. 

It was stated that as soon as the center is identified, the Chair of the SREA-IEG 32 should contact the center(s director and encourage cooperation with the IEG, since the objectives of both are similar and complimentary.

6. Joe McGilberry (MSU) described the development of the MSU search engine that connects the home pages of the various value-added centers across the Southern region.  This search engine was developed under the SERA-TF 11 to share information on each center(s facilities, personnel, programs and availability to help other centers and their clients.  The SERA-IEG 32 has been given the responsibility of improving and developing ways to sustain this communications tool.  A sub-committee consisting of Virgil Culver (MSU) Chair, Kevin Keener (NCSU), Ron Madl (KSU) and Frank Flora (USDA-ARS) will investigate methods to increase the number of value-added centers participating and the quality of material offered on each home page, and report back to the IEG. 

6. One recommendation of the SERA-TF 11 was to expand the membership of the IEG from the Southern region to nationwide.  A membership committee was appointed with Jim Acton (Clemson) serving as Chair. Stan Gilliland (OSU), Larry Johnson (ISU) and Frank Flora (USDA), Michael Spencer (USDA, ex officio) also serve on this committee.  All SERA-IEG members were encouraged to send the names of university/or government/or private based value-added center programs to Jim.  The committee will contact all suggested centers to see if an interest exists in their joining this IEG.

6. The following officers for this SERA-IEG were elected by the group:

6. Chairman- 

Scott Whiteside (Clemson)

6. Vice Chairman- 
Justin Morris (U. Ark)

6. Secretary- 

Virgil Culver (MSU)

6. Advisors- 

D.C. Coston (OSU) and Ron Brown (MSU).

6. Tentative plans were made for the group to have a 1 ( to 2 day meeting in Atlanta, GA in early December 2001.  The possible agenda for the meeting will be to have the various member centers bring staff to discuss their programs, facilities and personnel expertise.  The program committee for the next meeting is composed of:  Randy Hudson (UG-Tipton) Chair, Joe McGilberry (MSU), and Scott Whiteside (Clemson).

6. Ron Madl (KSU) announced that KSU would hold a second value-added conference in May 2002.  All SERA-IEG 32 member s will be invited to participate in that conference. 

6. A revised SERA-IEG 32 membership list is attached.

Accomplishments and Impacts: IEG 32 was officially formed with officers elected.  Committees were appointed for 1) improving the existing task force website to be inclusive of non-food related value-added activities and a national rather than regional perspective; 2) generating national input through publicity and expanded membership; and 3) planning for an early December awareness forum for value-added centers.

Publications: N/A
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