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Minutes for September 11, 2000

Opening and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Dr. Claudette Reichel, Chair.  Everyone introduced themselves to the group.  A special thanks was expressed to Jorge Atiles for his role in hosting this meeting.

Administrative Update

Our new Agricultural Experiment Station advisor designated by the AES directors is Dr. Roberta Minish from Virginia Polytechnic Institute (VPI.)  She replaces Dr. Helen Shaw, University of North Carolina ‑ Greensboro, who has recently retired.  Ms Janie Harris, Texas A&M University has been selected as our Extension advisor by the Southern Extension Directors.

The Southern Association of Agricultural Extension Directors (SAAESD) approved a new director and are drafting a job description.

Requests for financial support for Housing regional projects can be delivered directly to SAAESD through our advisors.  

A uniform outline was distributed and discussed that is to serve as an agreement between cooperating states and/or institutions working on multi‑state programming.  There are separate forms for Extension and Experiment Stations.  The Southern Rural Development Center will maintain a web site to compile a centralized database of all southern region multi‑state programming.  Multi‑state and integrated programming is very important. 

Sharing by States:

Chair Claudette Reichel requested everyone who did not bring a summary of their state's programs prepare one and send to her.  Those who shared were:

Florida

(Dr. Marie Hammer has retired)




Ms Kathleen Ruppert, Energy Extension




Ms Mary Harrison, Financial Management/Resource Management‑ Extension

Georgia

Dr. Anne Sweaney, Research




Dr. Gladys Sheldon, Research and Outreach




Dr. Jorge Atiles, Extension

Louisiana

Dr. Claudette Reichel, Extension

North Carolina.
Dr. Wilma Hammett, Extension




Ms. Sandy Wiggins, Extension




Dr. Sarah Kirgy, Extension

Tennessee

Ms. Martha Keel, Extension

Texas


Ms. Janie Harris, Extension

Virginia

Dr. Julia Beamish, Research




Dr. Rosemary Carucci Goss, Research




Dr. Kathleen Parrott, Extension and Research




Mr. John Kirby, Extension

Washington DC
Mr. Samuel Robertson, Extension 

Healthy House Programs for Homebuilders

A training is going to be conducted in Florida April 17‑18 on how to start a healthy housing program with homebuilders.  This is being sponsored by Healthy Indoor Air Quality money that was distributed to EPA, Region 4.  All are invited to attend, even those southern states that do not reside within EPA's region 4.  

View from Washington

Dr. Joe Wysocki presented an overview of news and activities from Washington DC.

Materials were distributed to all those attending, including the latest directory of Housing and Environment specialists and other state contacts; the most recent newsletter; and the latest edition of housing programs supported nationally.  

Healthy Indoor Air for America's Homes (EPA)

Ten projects were funded this fiscal year with rewards of $9,000 each.  Award letters were sent out the last week in August.  If anyone has any questions, contact svessels @ reeusda.gov.  This is what is funding the training in Florida in April.  LaHouse in Louisiana also received on of the regional awards.  This will be the last year for the regional grants.  Next year states will receive funds at the start of the next fiscal year (beginning in October.)  Joe Wysocki will have to receive the two-page budget sheet before funds can be distributed.  This project received $50,000 extra and is now over $250,000 for next year.  Each participating state will receive at least $2,000.  Montana State University will continue to be supported as the lead state.  They employ a full time person, which is also designated as the back‑up person for all the state programs.  The IAQ booklet continues to be distributed by the Consumer Information Center.  It has been a popular publication.  Costs for printing and postage are paid by this program.

A report of the highlights of the program nationally is being printed and will be sent out shortly. 

Another training, based on the initial training in Nebraska, will be conducted for new people who have entered the program since that time. 

So far, this program has received over $890,000 from EPA.

Be sure as Healthy Indoor Air for America's Homes (EPA); and Healthy Homes (HUD), programs are conducted in your state that proper credit is given to the funding partner.

Healthy Homes (HUD)

Each state should also expect to receive $2,000 from the HUD Healthy Homes project.  A second set of materials is being developed.  The Healthy Home publication will be distributed by the Consumer Education Center out of Pueblo, Colorado. Ten thousand copies of the Healthy Home publication have been printed.  The Safety and You book that was distributed to those who participated in the video conference was given to meeting attendees who had not yet received one.  A small brochure on fire safety and carbon monoxide safety is currently being produced.  Kiddy Safety is sponsoring the publication development, while we are paying for the postage.  Look for this to be featured in the October 8th issue of Parade Magazine.

Joe Wysocki indicated if any state has a publication they would like to be distributed by the Consumer Education Center out of Pueblo, Colorado, let him know.  Financial support will have to be secured, but he and the Consumer Education Center may be able to help find these funds.

Indoor Air Quality Month

October is Indoor Air Quality Month.  All the materials, except the poster, can be found on the web site.  Posters have been mailed to states who requested them.

Lead Publication

Connecticut has just produced lead publications, in English and Spanish.  Joe W. will be sending each of us a copy.

Home*A*Syst

Kadi Rowe, University of Wisconsin, will be fulfilling a role similar to Mike Vogel's (Healthy Indoor Air‑Montana) for Home*A*Syst.  

Energy Star

EPA is funding a pilot project for Energy Star in 12 states.  The purpose is to educate people about energy star.  It will be a train‑the‑trainer format similar to Healthy Indoor Air for America's Homes.  The twelve are:
New York
Joe Laquatra





New Jersey

Joe Ponessa





Virginia 

John Kirby





North Carolina
Sarah Kirby





Florida


Pierce Jones





Louisiana

Claudette Reichel





Iowa 


Joyce Greving





Ohio


Sharon Seiling





Nebraska

Shirley Neimeyer





Utah


Leone Hawks 





New Mexico

Susan Wright





Montana

Mike Vogel

Innovative Grants

Innovative grants are available from USDA for research and/or extension.  These grants are up to $20,000 for one-year projects.  These have to be submitted by Joe Wysocki.  A research/extension combination is desired.  They are looking to support sustainable programs that cannot get funding elsewhere.  They are a one‑shot deal, with the programs having the potential of getting funds from other sources later.  Programs addressing diverse, or under‑served audiences and with clearly defined impacts and outcomes probably stand a better chance of being funded.  This year was the second year for these grants, and they will occur again next year.  RFP's are issued, but the time varies.  Joe W. will notify us when the RFP is released.  A two page proposal is required.  People at USDA review the proposals.

Fannie Mae

Two new publications designed for first time homeowners counselors and trainers were passed around to attendees.  Five copies can be ordered free of charge.  They are:


Achieving Homeownership: A Resource for Housing Educators and Counselors


Maintaining Homeownership: A Resource for Housing Educators and Counselors


1‑800‑471‑5554


National Housing Impact Division


3900 Wisconsin Avenue, NW


Washington, DC   20016‑2899

PATH

Joe Wysocki is no longer involved with PATH.  While involved with this group, networking opportunites lead to the Healthy Home (HUD) and Energy Star (EPA) projects.

Reaching Joe Wysocki

Joe W. will be telecommuting on Fridays. 

AAHE

Gladys Shelton distributed information on the upcoming American Association of Housing Educations to be held at the Evergreen Conference Center in Stone Mountain, Georgia; November 15‑18, 2000.

AHECI

Dr. Shelton also announced the final core curriculum for AHECI (American Homeowners Education and Counseling Institute) is complete.  It lays out criteria and certification standards.  It also includes an exit evaluation form to be filled out by the consumer and returned to AHECI.  There is a minimum of 8 hours of education.  It is designed to enhance programs that currently exist.  No one is discouraged from using what they have, but to make sure minimum standards are met. A national exam was pilot tested.  They are now in the position to offer accreditation to agencies and certification to individuals.

Two publications are now complete on how to become an effective housing educator and counselor and basic skills for housing counselors.  

The three groups associated are:

AHECI
American Homeowners Education and Counseling Institute

AHECTI
American Homeowner Education and Counseling Training Institute

AHECMI
American Homeowner Education and Counseling Membership Organization

This last one is for anyone interested in homeowner education and/or housing counseling.  You do not have to be certified to be a member. 

The purpose of this effort is to improve the quaity of homeowners education.  They can be reached via the web at www.ahecti.org or email, training@ahecti.org

Housing Technology

Anne Sweaney discussed housing technology and consumer acceptance.  She is working with consumer acceptance projects that should challenge us to work together with the housing industry.  It is difficult to make industry understand the consumer role.  A focus group will be used to get an instrument to use with homeowners and renters to look at how much the market will bear and the added value.  If you are interested in more information, contact Anne Sweaney.

Business Meeting

· The minutes were presented and approved.

· It was announced this SERA‑IEG has been approved for another five years.  The dates are October 1999 through September 2004

· Our web site should be active by December 31, 2000

· SERA groups have been identified as multi‑state activities.  The group worked with Claudette Richell in filling out our Plan of Work (POW) and the Multi‑State and/or Integrated Activities form.

· The minutes from the SERA‑IEG meetings have, in the past, been used as the annual report

· Janie Harris will get the report form for our POW and find out the deadlines

· Claudette R. asked for volunteers to serve on a nominating committee for election next year.  Jorge A. and Sandy Wiggins were selected.

· Future meeting times and places were discussed.  It was determined we would meet in even number years in combination with the Ag Engineering/Housing Specialist meetings.  We will meet alone in odd number years.  A motion carried to meet next year in September at the Center for Real Life Kitchen Design / Virginia Tech University.  The theme will be universal design and multi‑family housing.

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Accomplishments and Impacts: 

 


At the annual meeting, research and extension activity reports were presented from 8 states.  Research results were presented on dust mites in carpets, and home ownership education certification core curriculum.  Extension curricula, materials, programs presented included lead poisoning prevention, sustainable housing, Louisiana House Learning Center, home repair/working homeowner, flood protection, disaster readiness, housing design for dementia, healthy indoor air, home buyer education, Home‑A‑Syst delivery systems, Healthy Homes, and Water Conservation.  




A tour of Savannah's revitalized housing emphasized the Affordable Housing needs in our states. Topics addressed included home ownership education, housing technology, neighborhood revitalization, historical preservation, sustainable housing, lead hazard education.




An update on federal initiatives and partnerships was presented.  Funding sources were identified‑ HUD, EPA, CSREES, State Department of Housing.




The group decided to plan and pursue two regional projects: Safe and Affordable Housing for Latinos and Sustainable Housing

  IV. Key Program Components: Identify the major efforts included in the work to be done. (i.e., the procedural plan ‑ How is the work going to get done?) 

· Annual meeting of southern region Housing researchers and Extension specialists, planned and executed by elected officers of the group.

· Consensus selection of different focus topics/themes for each meeting.

· Invitation of representatives of relevant agencies and organizations to meetings.

· Development and reproduction of state activity reports with contacts.

· Tentative plans to develop and share selected housing materials that are translated into Spanish

Publications:  (none)

Submitted by: Administrative Advisor(s):

 
CES Advisor ‑ Janie L. Harris, Extension Specialist, Housing & Environment

AES Advisor ‑ Roberta Manish

Date Submitted: 12/11/2000 (www)

