SERAIEG-8 Tall Fescue Toxicosis/Endophyte Workshop

Minutes of the 17-19 October, 2004 Meeting at Wildersville, TN

Participants attending the 2004 meeting included: Chris Agee, David Barker, Ken Coffey, Dan Colling, Randy Dinkins, Neil Fannin, Henry Fribourg, Jimmy Henning, Chengiun Huo, Karen Jones, James Klotz, Isabelle Kagan, Robert Kallenbach, Clyde Lane, David Lang, Bisoondat Macoon,  John Dee Perkins, Tim Phillips, Tina Richards, Craig Roberts, Charles Rosenkrans, Anna Sevold, Lori Smith, Tony Stratton, James Strickland, John Waller, and Chuck West 

A pre-meeting mixer/social was held on the evening of 17 October, 2004 at the Pin Oak Lodge in Wildersville, TN. 

Chair Charles Rosenkrans called the meeting to order at 8:15 am on 18 October 2004. Dr. Jimmy Henning was present and provided an administrative update. Following introductions state reports were presented in oral and written form from Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Tennessee. Written reports were submitted from Georgia, New Zealand, Noble Foundation, North Dakota, and Oregon.  

A business meeting and discussion was led by Charles Rosenkrans on the morning of 19 October, 2004. John Andrae of Georgia was nominated by a committee consisting of Craig Roberts (Chair), John Waller and David Lang to be the incoming Secretary/Chair elect for the 2005 meeting and elected by acclimation. The time and place committee consisting of David Barker (Chair), Karen Jones, Bisoondat Macoon and Ken Coffey recommend that the 2005 meeting be held at the same location (Pin Oak Lodge within the Natchez Trace State Park in Wildersville, TN) 9-11 October, 2005. Approved unanimously. 

Discussion followed led by Chair Charlie Rosenkrans. What are the active toxins: Lotrieum, loline, ergot alkaloids?  Craig Roberts made the comment that NIR was providing the same standard error (SE) for total ergot alkaloids as HPLC.  Other discussion concerned animal preference for tall fescue endophytes. Can they select a preference for non-toxic endophyte containing tall fescue compared with toxic endophyte containing tall fescue?  Animals prefer endophyte free tall fescue. 

Some discussion also concerned paying for grazing schools and tall fescue toxicosis workshops for farmers and cattle producers. Missouri reports that a few prospective participants complained about the fee before the school, but no complaints came from actual participants. Tennessee has a Master Cattlemen Course that charges $ 100 with good participation and few complaints about the fee. 

Chuck West agreed to work on endophyte terminology and revise his J. Prod. Ag. Article for publication in the online Forage and Grazing Lands Journal. 

There was discussion with some disagreement about the use and nature of the proceedings and state reports. The website at http://animalscience.ag.utk.edu/SERA-IEG8/default.htm contains the statement of purpose and project titles, personnel and accomplishments, but not the contents of the proceedings. Most of the group felt that the state reports in the proceedings were not citable as a reference although reports were being cited in other publications. It was moved by Craig Roberts and seconded by Karen Jones that the state reports are not to be called ‘proceedings’ and that they include a disclaimer “not for citation or publication” and that if used in a manuscript that permission be sought from the authors to include it as a “personal communication”.  This was passed by the majority with a few dissentions. 

Respectfully submitted by David Lang, Secretary

