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Adopted Agenda:

NC-229 Business Meeting: 2:00 pm, November 7, 2003, Alcove Room, Congress Hotel, Chicago, IL

1.
Introduction and Comments by Administrative Advisor

2.
NC-229 rewrite


Review Aims


Complete Procedures to Achieve Aims, Outreach, and other sections


New Members (Joan Lunney, Dongwan Yoo, Eric Neumann)

3.
Saturday plan for Reports of Accomplishments


Confirm moderators and review agenda


Webcast by NPB

4.
NRI Grant update


Official announcement of grant award, revised budget


Role of NC-229


Administration, oversight, vision


Research infrastructure 


Research activities 


Other


Grant administrative issues


Indirect cost sharing agreement


Patents and conflicts of interest issues


Open data sharing


Planning the winter immunology standards and stakeholder involvement meeting

5.
Planning ahead – PRRS research beyond NRI


Leveraging funding

6.
Other business

2003 International Workshop on PRRS:  10:00 am-5:00 pm, November 8, 2003, Windsor Room, Congress Hotel, Chicago, IL

9:00 am 
Continental breakfast and informal introductions.

10:00
Welcome and Comments by NC-229 Administrative Advisor David Benfield and update on NRI program project status.

10:30 
1. To characterize the different components of the immune response during acute and persistent infection its implications in diagnostics and pathogenesis; Moderator Frederico Zuckermann. Speakers include Michael Murtaugh, Univ Minnesota; Fernando Osorio, Univ Nebraska; Robert Rowland, Kansas State Univ.

12:00 pm
Lunch

1:00 
2. Determine the mechanism and consequences of viral persistence; Moderator Dr. Jeff Zimmerman. Speakers include Scott Dee, Univ Minnesota; Monte McCaw North Carolina State Univ

2:00 
3. Define the molecular and cellular mechanisms of pathogenesis of respiratory andreproductive syndromes caused by PRRSV; Moderator Steve Kleiboeker. Speakers include Eric Nelson, South Dakota State Univ; Dongwan Yoo, Guelph Univ.

3:00 
4. Develop improved methods for the diagnosis of PRRSV clinical disease and detection of virus and/or antibodies in PRRSV; Moderator Eric Nelson. Speakers include Kay Faaberg, Univ Minnesota; Steve Kleiboeker, Univ Missouri.

4:00 
Open Discussion

5:00 
Adjourn

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dr. Michael Murtaugh at 2:15 pm, November 7, 2003.  He gave an overview of the agenda.  

Administrative Advisor Dr. David Benfield commented on the initial success of the committee in submitting the NRI grant proposal.  He said the NC-229 Committee has received favorable attention from the MRC and now needs to follow through and continue to produce results.  Dr. Benfield advised the members that the Committee must put together a good proposal for renewal and the forms need to be submitted to NIMSS by 12/01/03 so he needs to have the completed proposal in hand by 11/15/03.  He will complete the formal review by 12/15/03.  The NCA-2 Committee will review the proposal in January or February 2004 and will submit its recommendation by 02/15/04.  Review and approval by the MRC will occur at its March 2004 meeting.  Dr. Benfield also advised the Committee that the SAES-422 forms and minutes must be submitted within 60 days of the meeting.  He encouraged Committee members to submit station reports and to provide a copy to the respective AES Directors.  Dr. Benfield brought to the attention of the Committee the Multistate Cooperation Conference held 10/07/03-10/08/03 and how it might represent a mechanism to increase formula funding or for special initiatives.

Dr. Peter Johnson, USDA CSREES provided an update on personnel changes at CSREES, an announcement of the launching of a new issue-based CSREES website in March 2004, an update on CSREES competitive programs, and an update on the status of the CSREES budget.  Following Dr. Johnson’s comments, the participants introduced themselves.

Dr. Murtaugh initiated a discussion of the NRI grant proposal.  Although official announcement of the grant awards will not occur until the end of January, 2004, Dr. Murtaugh suggested the chances of funding are favorable and the Committee should proceed on the development of the project.  He reviewed the role of the NC-229 Committee in oversight and vision of the research project.  It was pointed out in the discussion that the people associated with the research infrastructure can be changed.  All proposed research activities will first be submitted to a review process administered by the National Pork Board.  The proposals and comments from the National Pork Board reviewers will then be forwarded to the Scientific Advisory Board for final review and recommendations.  It was pointed out that budgeted amounts that were listed in the proposal can be changed and other subcontractors can be added contingent upon successful review and recommendation by the Scientific Advisory Board.  Dr. Murtaugh discussed the indirect cost sharing agreement, patents and conflicts of interest, and the nondisclosure agreement of the grant proposal.  A Call for Proposals announcement will be developed after conferring with Eric Neumann and the National Pork Board.  The topics of the CFP will be the specific aims of the grant proposal.  The duration of projects will be one year.  The deadline for submission will be in February.  The Committee acknowledged the great effort put forth by Dr. Robert Rowan in the writing of the NRI grant proposal.  Drs. Murtaugh and Jeff Zimmerman’s efforts were also recognized.

Dr. Murtaugh gave an update on the status of the NC-229 renewal proposal.  He has used the initial committee proposal and the NRI grant proposal as the basis for developing the renewal proposal.  The work is in progress and should be completed by the November 15, 2003 deadline.

The planning of a winter immunology and virology reagents and assay standards meeting was discussed.  It was decided the meeting will be held in association with the American Association of Swine Veterinarians Annual Meeting which is to be held in Des Moines, IA March 7-9, 2004.  Drs. Zuckermann, Hennings, Kleibocker, and Lunney will organize the standards meeting.  A meeting to plan how to encourage stakeholder participation in the research project will be held at this time as well.

Dr. Murtaugh acknowledged the addition of new members to the Committee.  They included Dr. Dongwan Yoo, the first international member; Dr. Joan Lunney, the first USDA member; and Eric Neumann, a representative of the National Pork Board.

The plan for the use of videotaping of the 2003 International Workshop on PRRS in which station reports would be presented was discussed.  The videotape of the workshop, recorded by the National Pork Board, will be made available on the internet.  Presenters in the workshop have the option to exclude their presentations from the videotape.  The videotape will be initially available on a secure website so that workshop participants can review the videotape and have appropriate edits made to prevent conflicts with future publishing and copyright conflicts.  Concern was expressed that videotaping of the session might restrict the openness and frankness of discussion as well as compromise intellectual property rights and future publications.  However, it was also recognized that the presentation of the videotape on the internet would provide a valuable opportunity for increased dissemination of research results from the Committee members to stakeholders.

Dr. Murtaugh initiated a discussion of future directions for the committee.  These included:

· PRRS research beyond the NRI research project including the pursuit of ideas to increase funding for PRRS at an order of magnitude greater than current levels.

· Develop a protocol on how to integrate the annual meeting with stakeholders.

· Participation in a special edition of Veterinary Immunology and Immunopathology on PRRS.

· Participation by NC-229 Committee members in a regional PRRS elimination project in Sonora Mexico currently under development by the University of Minnesota Swine Disease Eradication Center.

· Participation by NC-229 Committee members in the PRRS eradication effort in Chile.

It was decided that the 2004 Annual Meeting of the NC-229 Committee would be held on the Friday and Saturday preceding the 2004 Conference for Research Workers in Animal Diseases.

The business session of the Committee meeting was closed at 5:00 pm.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:00 am on 11/08/03 as the 2003 International Workshop on PRRS.  The meeting was opened to the research community interested in PRRS.

Drs. Murtaugh and Benfield made opening comments and welcomed the participants.  

Dr. Federico Zuckermann and Dr. Murtaugh moderated the discussion of station reports pertaining to Project Objective 1 as designated in the agenda

The participants broke for lunch at 12:00 pm and resumed discussions at 1:10 pm.

Dr. Jeff Zimmerman moderated the discussion of station reports pertaining to Project Objective 2.

Dr. Steve Kleibocker moderated the discussion of station reports pertaining to Project Objective 3.

Dr. Eric Nelson moderated the discussion of station reports pertaining to Project Objective 4.

Station Reports concluded at 5:00 pm.  Dr. Murtaugh provided closing comments and adjourned the 2003 International Workshop on PRRS.

The business meeting of the NC-229 Committee was reconvened at 5:10 pm with 13 voting members of the Committee present.

The floor was opened for nominations by Dr. Benefield for the Chair and the Secretary of the Committee.  Drs. Zimmerman and Murtaugh were nominated for Chair.  Dr. Rowland was nominated for Secretary.  Dr. Kleibocker moved that nominations be closed, Dr. Murtaugh seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by voice vote.  Dr. X. J. Meng moved that Dr. Rowland be elected as Secretary by unanimous consent, Dr. Murtaugh seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by voice vote.  A ballot vote was conducted which elected Dr. Zimmerman as Chair.  Dr. Fernando Osorio moved that a three person executive committee be formed which includes the Chair, Secretary, and immediate past chair.  Dr. Lunney seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by voice vote.  Dr. Zimmerman adjourned the meeting at 5:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert W. Wills, DVM, PhD

Secretary

