SERA 43
 Southern Region Integrated Water Resources Coordinating Committee 
DRAFT Minutes
 21 April 2022, Virtual Meeting

Attendees: Cal Sawyer (Clemson University), Davie Kadyampakeni (University of Florida), Mona Dominguez (Auburn University), Joel Paz (Mississippi State University), Mary Love Tagert (Mississippi State University), Drew Gholson (Mississippi State University), Laura Bell (Auburn University), Jason Barrett (Mississippi State University), Stacia Conger (Louisiana State University), Sydney Zinner (Auburn) 

The meeting began at 10am via Webex.

i. Welcome and Introductions – All participants introduced themselves.

ii. Where we are as a group – Mary Love discussed the last election, efforts to transition the website and other past work, and the timeline on the recent progress report. She thanked everyone who contributed to the progress report.

iii. Future plans for the group – Drew discussed future plans to strengthen collaboration and funding for the SERA -43 group and received positive feedback from members with all wanting to continue the project/group.

iv. RFPs for the group to target – Mary Love discussed upcoming RFPs that group members may be able to target. 
Future funding opportunities were discussed.  

A. 2022 AFRI Foundational and Applied Science RFA: Extension, Education & USDA Climate Hubs Partnership. LOI due 6/2/22; Proposals due 10/6/22
Mary Love Tagert discussed that this grant fit with SERA -43 very well from a focus and regional standpoint. Mary Love Tagert said that an email will be sent out to see who might be interested in Climate Hub Partnership grant. 
B. NIFA Conference Planning Grant. 
       Laura Bell mentioned that Auburn might be interested in a conference grant,  
       and she will check with Eve Brantley on possibly leading. It was also mentioned 
to consider involving other NIMSS projects in proposal/conference. https://nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource/AFRI-Grant-Types-07172020.pdf

C. USDA-SARE. 
· Research and Education grants; due 6/3/22 (list other SARE RFPs)
· Professional Development Program Grants - call released in July, pre-proposals due in Aug., and full proposals due in Nov.
· On-Farm Research Grants – call released in Sept., proposals due in Dec.
Davie Kadyampakeni said he would be interested in leading this grant, and he will reach out to other members who might be interested in participating. 
D. Southern Extension Risk Management. 
        Anticipated due date of Nov. 2022. Laura Bell mentioned that a drought risk could fit SERA-43 and the Risk Management. 
E. Sustainable Ag Systems, AFRI.
         Davie Kadyampakeni brought up the possibility of looking further into SAS RFP  
         for next year. 

v. Select a 2022 conference for a SERA-43 meeting. Suggestions? Meet at more than one meeting? (Note – Desired meeting may depend on what RFPs we target.)

a. ASABE AIM Houston, TX; July 17-20, 2022
b. Soil and Water Conservation Meeting Denver, CO; July 31-Aug. 3, 2022
c. UCOWR Annual Conference Greenville, SC; June 14-16, 2022
d. Tri Societies Baltimore, MD; Nov. 6-9, 2022; also Southern Region meeting in Feb. 2023
e. MS4 Board Meeting, put on by IECA (Int. Erosion Control Assoc.) May 2-4 in Asheville, NC (for future years)

It was discussed where SERA-43 could meet in person. Meeting at a national meeting was agreed upon, but not everyone was going to be at one meeting. The UCOWR meeting held in Greenville, SC in June was the meeting that most planned to attend this year. Cal Sawyer will work with UCOWR to find a location at the UCWOR meeting, and he will get a link for those that will not attend to participate virtually. Mary Love will also try to organize a meeting for those who are attending the annual ASABE AIM meeting in July in Houston, Texas.

Next year the group should pick a meeting earlier in the year so that SERA-43 members can plan to attend the meeting that they may not normally attend. The group will pick the national meeting at the next SERA-43 meeting. 

vi. Website update and request for content – Cal Sawyer
Cal Sawyer with Clemson agreed to lead the efforts to develop a SERA-43 website. The new website url is www.clemson.edu/extension/sera43/ . Everything from the old site has migrated over to the new site. Cal will send out an email requesting volunteers to work on the scope and what content is needed on the new site. A list serve with active members will be moved to the new site. The group will decide what is needed to populate the new site. 

vii. Election for new vice chair. Nominations? Email to Mary Love at mltagert@abe.msstate.edu. 
Drew Gholson will serve as chair for 2022. Cal Sawyer accepted the nomination by the group for vice chair position for 2022. 

viii. Directions on how to sign up as a participant on the NIMSS website. – Mary Love shared how to sign up as a participant of SERA-43 on the NIMSS website. She urged everyone to contact their Experiment Station director and get signed up because the plan is to phase out the merged email lists and rely on the NIMSS list for future communication. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11 AM. 
