Minutes of the 2006 Annual Technical Meeting of

 NE-1011 Regional Experiment Station Project

Rural Communities, Rural Labor Markets and Public Policy

Thursday March 30, 2006

Casa Monica Hotel, St. Augustine, FL

Participants in attendance:

Artz, Georgeanne
University of Missouri-Columbia

Barkley, David
Clemson University

Bitsch, Vera

Michigan State University

Cooke, Steve

University of Idaho

Davis, Elizabeth
University of Minnesota

Deller, Steve

University of Wisconsin, Madison

Francis, Joe

Cornell University

Freshwater, David
University of Kentucky

Hughes, David

Clemson University

Johnson, Tom

University of Missouri-Columbia

Kilkenny, Maureen
University of Nevada-Reno (formerly at Iowa State University)
Kreisel, Warren
University of Georgia

Lamie, David

Clemson University


Leistritz, Larry
North Dakota State University

Renkow, Mitch
North Carolina State University

Partridge, Mark
University of Saskawkewan (visitor)

Smith, Steve

Pennsylvania State University

Stallman, Judith
University of Missouri-Columbia

Weber, Bruce

Oregon State University

Meeting called to order by Chair Maureen Kilkenny at 8:25 am with minutes taken by Elizabeth Davis, secretary.

1. General NE-1011 Business

A. Welcome and attendance

B. Thanks and introductions

Thanks to David Barkley for local meeting arrangements. 

Introduction of new members and visitors.

C. Minutes of the 2005 NE-1011 Technical meeting 

Minutes approved by unanimous vote.

D. Additions to the agenda

Bruce Weber – Discuss how to work more effectively as a regional project and expand our collaborations. Added to new business / discussion of proposal.

E. Elections 

Elizabeth (Liz) Davis, University of Minnesota (2006 secretary, 2006 chair-elect) approved as chair for 2007.

Mitch Renkow, North Carolina State University, nominated and unanimously elected 2006 Secretary (2007 chair-elect)

F. Next meeting: Finalize date and location for 2007 Technical Meeting

As per usual procedure (alternate between WRSA and SRSA conferences), motion passed:  NE-1011 2006/7 will be held in conjunction with the WRSA 2007 at Newport Beach CA Feb 21-24, 2007

2. 2005 Accomplishments Reports

Chair: Note that all NE-1011 participants need to submit reports in writing. Send CRIS report or annual report of accomplishments to Secretary Liz Davis as soon as possible for compilation into the 2005 annual report of the project. (email: edavis@umn.edu)

Chair: There is a motion to move new business ahead of accomplishment reports. Seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

3. New Business

A. Request to write new proposal

Maureen Kilkenny-- Per email from project administrative officer Dan Rossi, we must submit a “Request to write a new proposal” (3 pages) if we intend to submit a new regional project proposal at the end of this project. Our project due to terminate September 2007. 
A question was asked about the budget allocation for regional experiment station projects. General discussion followed, noting that travel funds and some salary and operating expenses flow from regional projects to Experiment stations. Universities differ in how they allocate the funds and in their emphasis on regional versus individual experiment station projects. 

General discussion concerning improving communication within the project and to others doing related work.  We have no direct control over our NE 1011 website, so our pages are not updated regularly or promptly. The official NE-1011 project list has outdated email addresses for some participants.  New participants are not always added promptly. 

NE 1011 member Steve Cooke has maintained a project web site since he chaired: http://www.agls.uidaho.edu/scooke/ne1011.htm
Steve  will continue to post NE-1011 project materials we send to him. 

Past NE 1011 chair Martin Shields also maintains a project-related website:

http://cenet.aers.psu.edu/default.asp
which links to course syllabi and papers. 

Discussion re: the optimal number of objectives in a regional project Each member present will discuss the objectives they worked on and described what they want to work on in the future. Then we will develop our new project objectives out of this list. Decided to discuss each of the current objectives in turn and then ask about new objectives.

Objective 1: Rural re-structuring  and E-commerce

Financial liberalization: Maureen has completed her work on this, no need to continue the topic under the new project.

Rural health care: Alison Davis (new Ass’t Prof at U Kentucky) will work on rural health. 


Judy Stallman – There is some interest in health care. 


Dave Lamie – Economic impacts of meth in rural areas – any interest from others?


David Barkley – We could consider health care under another topic, like quality of life, rather than treat it like a sector issue.


Larry Leistritz – Still plenty of rural health research issues. State association of pharmacies and insurance companies cutting back so rural pharmacies are feeling squeezed. 

Tom Johnson – What are the rural restructuring issues? Clustering, information technology, e-gov, medical informatics, community informatics.

Dave Hughes—Entrepreneurs: “rural restructuring” or rural labor markets?

Maureen Kilkenny – A new research topic at U Nevada is measuring the distances between input-output linked establishments. Identify the typical spatial range between upstream-downstream linked sectors. Improve our ability to support rural industrial expansion. If an establishment wants to open or expand, how far away can it afford to be from its linked sectors?

Tom Johnson - - Networking 

Dave Lamie  is interested in studying e-community, like e-gov. Enhance and support work on bridging points. Community informatics. 

Objective 2: Rural labor markets

Mitch Renkow – This objective and the topics are still relevant. I urge including thinking about amenities, public goods, place of residence and place of work.

Dave Hughes – is working with new data sets Local Employment Dynamics (LED) and Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI). National meeting on these data was held in February. LED data availability depends on the state. He’s interested in using these data to study commuting patterns in South Carolina and cross state commuting patterns and displaced workers. 

Liz Davis – Minnesota also has the LED data; is interested in including this in the new regional project. 

Mitch Renkow – Also interested in flows across state borders. 

Maureen Kilkenny –Cross-state migration flows is an excellent regional project topic.

Dave Hughes – Like to be involved in project on flows between states – commuter flows

Tom Johnson – Include international immigration – changing labor markets in rural areas; also include entrepreneurism in this objective

Maureen –Nonemployer statistics  -- these are entrepreneurs and part-time – they’re working with the local data and trying to leverage – any others interested?

David Barkley – Quality of schooling in rural areas  -- is this a community development objective or labor market issue?

Mitch Renkow – There’s a link with public goods – reasons for locating in certain places.

Bruce Weber – Lots of potential for regional work on links between workforce activity, where you live, assets you develop – a regional objective based on this LED data and other data sets with geographic identifiers. Much of this work is state-specific because you need links with state agency to get the data, but leverage with cross-state collaborations.

Mark Partridge – Interested in regional issues and broader rural-urban linkages; rural low wage workers and particular impediments they face. Study both supply and demand side factors.

Tom Johnson – Ties in with issues related to undocumented workers

Dave Lamie -- Mobility of low-wage low-skill rural workers. 

Maureen Kilkenny -- Relative mobility of low wage rural workers studied by some  sociologists in new York.  

Steve Cooke –  Jobs versus skills. More jobs, but are they good jobs? 

Tom Johnson – Missouri working on child care in rural areas and its role in labor market; see also Mildred Warner’s work (economic impact of child care industry; measures of child care industry). 

Mark Partridge: Impediments to participation in rural labor markets include child care, transportation, schooling. 

Bruce Weber – Studying how people work out the ways to get around these impediments, especially when there isn’t a formal structure (like the lack of formal child care in rural areas). 

Dave Barkley – Plenty of interest in rural labor markets as one of the objectives.

Steve Smith – Consider rural sociologists’ work and invite them to join us.

David Freshwater -- Southern regional project on rural labor includes many sociologists. Cross disciplinary proposals are viewed positively. Maybe try to bring the two together, at least for part of the objectives. Find ways to increase communication and cross collaboration.

Objective 3: Public policy impacts on rural communities

David Barkley – Propose leaving this objective as is.

David Barkley – The project objective included COMPASS and CPAN – how do we want to include these? New policies so this is ongoing work.

Tom Johnson – Consider what issues are on the horizon  -- WTO – ecological views of rural areas as producers of more than food (multi-functionality) – producers of environmental quality, history, culture, etc. Team in Europe studying this. CSREES interested in case studies of multi-functionality in rural areas in US.

Maureen Kilkenny – is anyone measuring the contribution of farm economy to maintenance of the rural amenity package?

Warren Kriesel --Value of green space – needs examples of different types of development.

Mitch Renkow – Environmental impacts of coastal development is clearly a regional issue. 

Objective 4: Determinants of community development, networks for community development

Maureen Kilkenny – ‘Community network analysis’ – graph theory /social network analysis – This is ongoing work to measure flows of information, money and support influence; 5 states x 12 communities = 60 surveyed.

Bruce Weber -- Where economic linkages are stronger, what else is going on – social support networks, etc. This is one area that this regional project has done lots on, yet more work to do. 

Judy Stallman –Include note in final report that this effort was smaller than we wanted because of funding limitations – couldn’t include more states because only half of the funding provided. 

Maureen Kilkenny – Cynthia Rogers  (U. Oklahoma) is applying the new measure of community network to explain citizens’ vote for local option sales taxes (stronger networks help provide more local public goods).   

Steve Cooke – Objective 4 was included in the current project because we wanted to formalize “the principles of community development.”  We should keep this focus in the new project. 

Suggestions for new project objectives:

David Freshwater – has interests in land use and land use conversion; equine industry in Kentucky; multi-functionality of agriculture – urban/rural fringe, local public goods; on-farm off-farm labor issues; lake based tourism. 

Steve Smith -- Penn State would be interested in equine industry.

Judy Stallman -- State and local fiscal issues. Term limits. Tax and spending limitation movements. Implications for local government. Effect on governance systems.  Movements to limit government. Impact of term limits on rural legislators. 

David Hughes – Interested in this topic and limitations on home rule.

Steve Deller -- Lack of civic engagement – no one running for local offices, low voter turnover. Does this fit in community network objective? Political scientists are now looking more at local level. 

David Hughes – Relative power of state versus local government.

Dave Lamie – Local control of schools – is this part of the issue? 

Tom Johnson –Evolution of system of governance. New ways to raise revenue. Relates to first objective (e-governance as part of the evolution of governance). Is this rural restructuring – public versus private restructuring? 

Judy Stallman – Homeowners associations – we accept restrictions from private government.  (Tiebout)

Steve Smith – Issue of fragmentation (of government) hindering local economic development (Pennsylvania).   

Steve Deller – States are setting up rules, local people find ways around it. Special districts are fragmentation. 

Tom Johnson – Example of work by Mark Drabenstott (Kansas City Fed) – its going in both direction – regional governments structures developing. Reinventing system of government.

Mark Partridge – Exploring best practices in state and local government. Identify them.

Steve Cooke – Measuring productivity in government services – is that what we mean?

Mitch  Renkow -- Call it innovations in governance

David Barkley -- Understand the effects or consequences of alternative government structures.

Steve Cooke – Returns to community development and extension – how what we do is valuable to society?

Judy Stallman -- Do we want an explicit objective for valuing socio-economic research?


David Barkley – Working group in the south  on this? Regional project studying returns to research.


We might look at work of Phil Pardey and Jeff Alwang on returns to research (new book).

 Maureen Kilkenny – use a sector orientation: business, labor, government and community – as a way to organize the new project objectives?

Steve Deller – We need only two objectives:  understanding rural economic change and policies that effect change. 

Chair (Maureen Kilkenny): Three proposed objectives for the new project:

1) Understanding rural change. Understanding threats and opportunities 

2) Policies that affect change

3) Evaluating impact of the research

David Freshwater – Alternative suggestion: Identify the 5 big issues/topics

1) Employment

2) Agr/rural interaction

3) Amenites / environment

4) In and out migration

5) Local government / governance

General discussion followed on the merits of the two versus five theme approach. 

A proposal was made to go with the 2 objectives identified by Steve and to identify specific topics within those. This approach was adopted. 

To prepare for the new project proposal, the writing will be parsed among Four Theme teams. Theme team leaders will outline their theme and explain how it fits in the two objectives: I. Rural change and II. Policies that affect change.

Themes

1) Labor markets –worker flows, residence choice, migration, immigration, amenities, human capital, etc.

2) Industry – Demand side of labor market, Location choice ,Employment / jobs

3) Community development / Quality of Life, environment, amenities, health care

4) Governance (including informal) and e-governance

Break for lunch at 12:15. Meeting resumed at 1:15.

Outgoing chair (Maureen Kilkenny) to draft a 3 page Intent to Apply statement with 2 objectives and describe the 4 topic areas (themes) across which we will collaborate. 

Members signed on to Theme Teams. A  leader was identified for each team.  who will organizing the people and specific topics of research, and write a section of the new proposal.  The 2007 chair (Liz Davis) will contact the theme leaders about the timeline and what’s needed for the proposal. Members of NE-1011 not at this meeting will be contacted and asked to identify which group(s) they will join. 

The themes, theme leaders, interested participants and their research interests are identified in the appendix to these minutes.

Meeting adjourned at 1:55 pm

Respectively submitted,

Elizabeth Davis

2006 Secretary

APPENDIX: Themes for new project proposal

Labor: Bruce Weber, theme leader

Bruce Weber -- poverty

Mitch Renkow – commuting, migration and local labor markets

Jill Findeis – off farm labor supply

Steve Smith and Martin Shields – workforce development

David Freshwater – farm household labor allocation and low wage low skill labor force issues

Steve Cooke - low wage low skill labor force issues, uses of LED data

Joe Francis: migration, migrant workers, transient labor force and poverty

Tom Johnson: child care sector; impact on rural labor markets

David Hughes: displaced workers; commuting across state lines; uses of LED data

Liz Davis: uses of LED data; commuting and workforce and local labor markets; low wage workforce; child care

David Barkley: education and labor quality; training and education for jobs in new economy

Georgeanne Artz – rural/urban migration “brain drain” ; child care; farm household labor supply – off farm.

Maureen Kilkenny and Tom Harris – “non-employer” statistics (sole proprietorships)

David Lamie: creative class strategies appropriate for rural areas

Governance: theme leader Judy Stallman

David Freshwater: rural/urban land use (zoning??) (agriculture, industrial land etc)

Joe Francis: Fiscal crisis

Steve Deller: Fiscal crisis

Judy Stallman:  Fiscal crisis; factors causing fragmentation; community network analysis; size of govt ( economic growth; areas of public spending ( economic growth; taxation ( economic growth; civic engagement ;  tax expenditure limitation( impacts on local governments ; term limits ( impacts on rural/urban 

Tom Johnson: new governance in rural areas; regional collaborations; 

Georgeanne Artz: new governance in rural areas; regional collaborations; shared services

Martin Shields: fragmentation and impacts on economic development

Laura Kalambokidis: state/local fiscal and tax issues; value of extension public goods

Maureen Kilkenny/Tom Harris: community network analysis

Bruce Weber: community network analysis

Steve Deller: community network analysis; size of govt ( economic growth; areas of public spending ( economic growth; taxation ( economic growth; Civic engagement

Liz Davis: community network analysis (maybe)

David Hughes: CGE – property tax

Steve Cooke: CGE – property tax

Martin Shields: CGE – property tax

Industry: theme leader David Barkley

Maureen Kilkenny/Tom Harris: Interindustry IO and distance; how volatility of basic industry affects the minimum population thresholds of nonbasic industries

Tom Johnson: space in IO and SAMS; entrepreneurship; renewable energy

Steve Cooke: deindustrialization, industry restructuring; 

Stephan Goetz: industry clusters; entrepreneurship

Steve Smith: industry clusters; entrepreneurship

David Freshwater: equine industry; farm policy – rural /ag interactions

David Barkley: innovation and entrepreneurship; 

David Lamie: workforce, technology, literacy, demands of industry

Lamie: equine industry; farm policy – rural /ag interactions

Hughes: equine industry; farm policy – rural /ag interactions

Quality of Life and Community Development

Tom Johnson: multifunctionality; environment; nonmarket goods

Steve Deller: amenities, quality of life ( quality of life

Dave Lamie: Community informatics (e-community). Under what conditions do investments in community IT infrastructure make sense for community; community health.

David Freshwater: Lake based tourism; local public goods amenities supplied by agriculture.

Joe Francis: community growth

Warren Kriesel: land use and natural resource use issues in community development

Larry Leistritz

