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Minutes of the 38th RTWG Meeting

Opening Executive Committee Meeting
Monday, February 24, 2020

Meeting was called to order at 7:24 am. 

Attendees included: 
Bruce Linquist, UC Davis, Chair
Ted Wilson, Texas A&M
Matt VanWeelden, University of Florida
Anna McClung, USDA-ARS
Lee Tarpley, Texas A&M, Past chair
Mallory Everett, Valent USA
Whitney Brim-Deforest, University of California
Manoch Kongchum, LSU AgCenter 
Steve Martin, MSU
Eric Young, NCSU
Tameka Sanders, MSU
Jason Bond, MSU, Secretary
Jeff Gore, MSU 
Jarrod Hardke, University of Arkansas Division Agriculture
Bobby Golden, MSU, Local Arrangements Chair

· Linquist presented details about the last meeting in Long Beach.
· 285 participants; 2 symposia; 13 presentations
· 126 technical presentations; 22 in student competition
· 67 poster presentations; 15 in student competition

· Linquist stated minutes from the last meeting are printed in the proceeding. 
· Tarpley moved that minutes from previous meeting not be read.  Gore seconded.

· Bond discussed RTWG 2020 program and venue.
· Extension Training/Certified Crop Advisor Training on February 24.
· No formal symposium but several titles were submitted related to rice water management, and the decision was made to pool those talks in a session Monday afternoon instead of scattered throughout the program on Tuesday and Wednesday.
· Program includes 132 papers and 96 posters. 
· The only program modification so far was withdrawal of 2 posters and 1 paper
· 4 student contests: 
· 1 poster contest with 15 participants.
· Oral contest has 28 participants in three panels (Plant Protection, Rice Culture, Weed Control)
· 43 total graduate students competing
· As of Friday, February 21, there were 251 people registered.

· Linquist announced awards recipients.
· There were four Distinguished Service Awards.
· Don Groth
· Kent McKenzie
· Karen Moldenhauer
· Michael Orinn (Mo) Way
· Rice Research and Education Team Award 
· Christine Bergman
· Ming-Hsuan Chen
· Jeremy Edwards
· Robert Fjellstrom (deceased)
· Yulin Jia
· Anna McClung
· William D. Park
· Few nominations for Research and Education Team Award were received. Participants should be encouraged to apply for these awards in the future.
· There were no nominations for the individual Research and Education Award.
· Linquist presented who is in the necrology report. Asked for any additions.
· One person will be mentioned at the opening business meeting, Chau-Teng Tseng from California.
· Hardke mentioned Gary Thompson, but it was decided to remove his name from the necrology report because rice was not his main area. 
· It was agreed upon that Linquist not ask for other names during the opening business meeting.  If someone has a name, it could still be listed in the proceedings.

· Tarpley provided SERA018 Project proposal update.
· RTWG is not a society but a multi-state research project, and it is the name of SERA 18 (Southern Extension Research Activity 18).
· A new proposal must be submitted every five years with the last in 2018. The writing concluded in 2018, and the writing team consisted of Steve Linscombe (Chair), Chuck Wilson, Lee Tarpley.
· New project has been approved and runs from October 1, 2018, to September 30, 2023. 
· Another proposal writing team should be appointed in 2022 or 2023. 
· Young is retiring at end of June and will be finding a replacement. 
· Annual report is due (minutes of the RTWG business meeting and individual panel business meetings and accomplishments).  These should reflect the size and scope of conference and anything else done over past two years.  Also information on the number of participants and institutions represented may be listed as accomplishments. 

· Discussion on RTWG attendance and participation ensued.  
· RTWG attendance is low.
· Priorities within panels should be discussed at the panel business meetings.
· Young asked if executive committee had considered getting leadership team together during off years to give a normal pattern of annual meeting to help with continuity of thought on priorities.
· Linquist stated this was a good idea because it would help with planning for the next meeting and avoid some problems with nominations as seen this year.
· Everett stated Valent hosts a rice meeting on the off-year that could be used as a meeting since most RTWG leadership attends that meeting. 

· Linquist initiated discussion on the organization of RTWG.
· There was confusion on roles of nominations committee, specifically who is supposed to nominate whom.  The nominations committee is responsible for nominating the Geographical Representatives to the Executive Committee, and they nominate their own replacements. 
· Hardke suggested nominating the Secretary for the 2024 meeting this year.  They do not have to be a member of the leadership team, but they should be identified.
· AR, LA, MO do not yet have a nomination for Geographical Representative or Nominations Committee.
· Hardke nominated Trent Roberts as Geographical Representative and Nick Bateman for Nominations Committee representing AR.  
· Manoch Kongchum nominated Adam Famoso for Geographical Representative and Eric Webster for Nominations Committee representing LA.
· Missouri was not represented at the meeting, but Bond stated Travis Jones was Geographic Representative.
· If confirmations are received, then names will be announced at Opening Business Meeting.  If not, then announcement will be made at Closing Business Meeting.  Emails will be sent to Geographic Representatives and Nominations Committee with their responsibilities to give them an idea of what they are expected to do.
· McClung reminded everyone that in order to sustain the RTWG legacy, there needs to be involvement from representatives from all the rice-producing states.
· Mike Salassi is the Publications Coordinator, however; there needs to be a replacement for him.  Linquist will ask Salassi who his replacement would be.  

· A lengthy discussion ensued on RTWG website.
· RTWG does not have an official website.  There is only the website dedicated to an individual meeting.
· A site should be developed to describe RTWG, archive all of the Proceedings, list host and dates of next meeting.
· Hardke proposed use of contractors (Squarespace) to setup independent site with support from University of Arkansas. Cost would be $300 to $500 per year.
· Website would be a way of promoting meetings and archiving information. 
· McClung has the past proceedings in electronic version.

· Other business.
· None discussed.

· Hardke provided update on the 39th RTWG.
· Embassy Suites in West Little Rock is a 250-room hotel ballrooms and individual meeting rooms big enough for all RTWG activities.  All the catering is done in house.
· Hot Springs Convention Center was site for RTWG in 2012.  Embassy Suites is located beside but independent from the convention center.  At the other end of the convention center is another hotel useful for overflow.
· Date for RTWG 2022 will be February 20 to 24.
· Currently, there is $10,000 difference between the two proposed sites.
· McClung mentioned that RTWG hotel cost is beyond per diem for ARS employees; therefore, they often do not stay in the conference hotels because they would have to pay out of pocket or share a room.
· Linquist mentioned that in 2018 they negotiated reduced rates for 15-room block for ARS employees so that it met the $100 government per diem.

· Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 a.m.



Minutes of the 38th RTWG Meeting
Opening Business Meeting
Tuesday, February 25, 2020

· Jason Bond opened the meeting at 8:00 am with a welcome to the Gulf Coast.

· Bruce Linquist welcomed participants to the 38th RTWG and emphasized that as Chair of Executive Committee, his goal was to make RTWG the premiere rice science conference in the U.S., providing opportunities to network, catch up on latest research, and training and mentoring the new generation of rice scientists.

· Linquist asked Bond to read the minutes from RTWG 2018.  Bobby Golden moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes.  Wayne Ebelhar seconded. 

· Linquist read Necrology Report, which included Dr. Shu-Ten Tseng who passed away July 4, 2019.  Dr. Tseng was a Rice Breeder at the California Rice Experiment Station. 

· Jarrod Hardke reported plans for the next RTWG. The 39Th RTWG will be held February 20 to 24, 2022, at the Hot Springs Convention Center.  

· As acting Chair of the Nominations Committee, Hardke announced the following nominations for the 39th RTWG meeting:

· Jason Bond, Chair
· Jarrod Hardke, Secretary
· Bruce Linquist, Past Chair

· Geographical Representatives to the Executive Committee:
· Ted Wilson, TX
· Bobby Golden, MS
· Ian Grettenberger, CA
· Matthew VanWeelden, FL
· Trent Roberts, AR
· Adam Famoso, LA
· Travis Jones, MO
· Mallory Everett, Industry

· Nominations Committee:
· Fugen Dou, TX
· Tom Allen, MS
· Thomas Tai, CA
· Matthew VanWeelden, FL
· Nick Batman, AR
· Eric Webster, LA
· Travis Jones, MO
· Mallory Everett, Industry 

· Ebelhar moved and Bond seconded to accept these nominations.

· Bond provided program highlights for RTWG 2020.
· Bond recognized meeting sponsors.
· H highlighted BASF’s sponsorship of opening reception.
· RiceTec sponsored name badge lanyards.
· Horizon Ag provided prize money for student contests. 
· Twenty-three organizations provided money or items for the registration bags to RTWG. 
· Bond mentioned that RTWG is not a society or organization but a multi-state research project. 
· He acknowledged the Administrative Advisors are Dr. Steve Martin, Extension Advisor, and Dr. Eric Young, Experiment Station Advisor.
· Bond recognized the RTWG Executive Committee, which is made up of Geographic Representatives from participating states, USDA-ARS, and industry.
· For the 38th RTWG meeting, there are participants from 19 U.S. states and territories, and countries are also represented.  
· Bond highlighted recent changes to RTWG
· Breeding, Genetics, and Cytogenetics Panel has been renamed to Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics for this meeting to better reflect activities in that panel. 
· There is one symposium for RTWG 2020.  Interest in water use and management in rice was high; therefore, Bobby Golden, Rice Culture Panel Chair, decided to pool those talks into a symposium held Monday. 
· Bond recognized Panel Chairs:
· Ben Lawrence, Certified Crop Advisor/Extension Training
· Bobby Golden and Justin McCoy, Water Syposium
· Wayne Ebelhar and Taghi Bararpour, Student Contest
· Ed Redona, Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics
· Brian Mills, Economics and Marketing
· Jeff Gore and Tom Allen, Plant Protection
· Zhongli Pan, Post-harvest Quality, Utilization, and Nutrition
· Ben Lawrence, Rice Weed Control and Growth Regulation
· The 38th RTWG program includes 131 papers and 95 posters.
· Student contests were continued as they were held at RTWG 2018.  
· The student poster contest consists of one section of posters with 15 contestants. 
· The oral contest has three sections: Plant Protection, Rice Culture, and Weed Control with 28 contestants. 
· First, second, and third prizes will be awarded in all four student competitions.
· Bond recognized Kenner Patton, Lindsey Bell, Matt Edwards, and Tameka Sanders for their contributions to planning and organizing in 38th RTWG meeting. 

· Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 am.


Minutes of the 38th RTWG Meeting
Closing Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 27, 2020

Meeting was called to order at 8:10 am.

Attendees included:
Bruce Linquist, UC Davis, Chair
Anna McClung, USDA-ARS
Jason Bond, MSU, Secretary
Tameka Sanders, MSU
Manoch Kongchum, LSU AgCenter
Bobby Golden, MSU, Local Arrangements Chair
Steve Martin, MSU
Kenner Patton, MSU
Eric Young, NCSU
Jarrod Hardke, U of A Division of Agriculture
Matt VanWeelden, University of Florida
Mallory Everett, Valent USA
Ted Wilson, Texas A&M
Lee Tarpley, Texas A&M, Past Chair

· Bond provided report on the program.  
· He reported 280 participants at RTWG 2020.  
· The program included 131 papers and 95 posters.  
· At least one individual was not present for their presentation and two to three posters were not exhibited.  The abstracts from these will be removed from the proceedingspulled prior to publishing the proceedings. 
· The student contests included 28 oral and 15 poster presentations.

· Linquist stated that industry representation has decreased over the past few RTWG meetings. 
· Everett stated this is mostly due to consolidation and budget cuts. 
· Hardke added that there have been conflicts with multiple meetings at the same time that has resulted in low industry attendance. 

· Hardke confirmed the next RTWG meeting would be held February 20 to 24, 2022, at the Hot Springs Convention Center and Embassy Suites. 
· Panel chairs will include: 
· Xueyan Sha – Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics
· Trent Roberts – Rice Culture
· Nick Bateman – Plant Protection
· Tom Barber – Weed Control and Growth Regulation
· Griffiths Atungulu – Postharvest Quality, Utilization, and Nutrition
· Brad Watkins – Economics and Marketing
· Tommy Butts – Student Competition
· Hardke is working on securing government rates for USDA-ARS attendees. 

· Lengthy discussion concerning RTWG website ensued.
· McClung stated there is a permanent USDA website, which could possibly be utilized.  It could be used as a permanent repository for proceedings and a page to advertise the next meeting and list points of contact.
· Golden mentioned a suggestion to him about making RTWG presentations available online for those interested in viewing after the meeting.  Concerns were raised about whether this would result in decreased attendance and people waiting until the information was posted online instead of attending the meetings. 
· Patton stated that the website would be a promotional opportunity to generate interest in RTWG and the biennial meeting.  This would require a robust website with current content.  The website should include the proceedings, business meeting information, videos of the speakers, and possibly featured presentations.
· Linquist expressed concerned about the website being difficult to maintain due to the RTWG meeting rotating from state to state and due to the lack of funds to keep it current.  
· Hardke suggested using SquareSpace to house a permanent RTWG website and update this site continually with information and new payment links for upcoming meetings.  
· Linquist proposed that Hardke develop a website that could be continued from one meeting to the next.  Depending on acceptance, this could become the permanent website.
· Linquist asked for a motion to terminate RTWG’s relationship with Aristotle.  Wilson moved, Tarpley seconded.

· RTWG awards were discussed at length.
· McClung proposed that a 300-word summary be included in the nominations for RTWG awards and that this language be added to the manual of operating procedures.  
· Linquist asked for a motion to have the 300-word summary of accomplishments be read at the awards ceremony. Wilson motioned, Tarpley seconded.  
· Tarpley moved that the 15 hard copies be removed. Golden seconded.  
· Wilson suggested adding Staff Award to the RTWG awards. It was decided that the Service Award embodies all individuals.  In the past it has been awarded to people who were not just faculty or project leaders.

· Linquist mentioned participants asking him about being involved in RTWG.  
· He suggested considering this interest in the future as volunteers for Geographical Representatives to the Executive Committee, Nominations Committee, and Panel Chairs are solicited.  
· Linquist would like more women in RTWG leadership roles.

· Linquist recommended RTWG recognize individuals in necrology report and read their contributions to the rice industry at the Opening Session at future meetings.

· It was decided that the off-year meeting of the RTWG Executive Committee would be held during the Rice Outlook Conference in December of even-numbered years.

· Meeting was adjourned at 9:48 a.m.

Minutes of the 38th RTWG Meeting
Closing Business Meeting
Thursday, February 27, 2020

· Bruce Linquist called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.

· Georgia Eizenga presented report from the Rice Acreage Committee.
· Rice Acreage Committee met Monday, February 24, 2020 at 3:30 pm. 
· Attendees included representatives from each rice-producing states except MO and four non-committee members.  
· Attendees reported on what varieties were grown in each state in 2018 and 2019, how the data were collected, new varieties in each state, and estimates of acreage for 2020.

· Report from Rice Germplasm Committee was presented 
· Rice Germplasm Committee met Monday, February 24, 2020 at 10:00 am. 
· Sixteen members and nine guests were present. 
· Reports were given by each member.

· Linquist presented report of Executive Committee. 
· There were 280 participants at the 38th RTWG meeting.  
· The committee liked the direction of the student competition as it brings good science to the meeting as well as the interest of students. 
· The Executive Committee discussed holding a meeting between biennial RTWG meetings 
· This meeting would serve to help in continuity with leadership and to assist the in-coming Secretary who will be organizing the next RTWG meeting. 
· Bond and Hardke will organize a meeting during the Rice Outlook Conference during even-numbered years. 
· An RTWG website was proposed to increase participation and provide a place to archive proceeding and maintain interest in RTWG. 
· Hardke will lead in developing model of permanent website for the 39th RTWG and at that meeting we will decide whether to maintain that site in the future. 
· The Executive Committee desires broader participation in RTWG. 
· Mike Salassi is changing positions but will continue his role RTWG Proceedings Editor. 
· Language in the operating procedures will be refined related to awards and Anna McClung will initiate this effort. 
· Eric Young, director of SERA, is retiring, and Mike Salassi will replace him.

· Linquist passed gavel to Bond as incoming RTWG Chair.

· Bond presented Linquist plaque acknowledging dedication as Chair of 38th RTWG meeting.

· Bond announced that the 39th RTWG meeting will be held February 20 to 24, 2022, in Hot Springs, AR.

· Meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am.

Minutes of the 38th RTWG Meeting

Accomplishment:

The 2020 RTWG meeting brought together 280 participants to the bi-yearly meeting in Orange Beach, Alabama to present finding from rice research and education programs and report on cooperation among scientists from different universities, agencies, and countries.  The meeting allowed for the exchange of research information between scientists in various disciplines of rice research and it provided an excellent format for rice research education.  There was one symposium, one technical training session, 131 oral presentations, and 95 poster presentations across the six different panels.  These presentations will help improve productivity and economic viability of U.S. and world rice production.  Information exchanged at the meeting will aid in improvement of environmental stewardship of U.S. and world rice production.  One of the most valuable products of the meeting will be more effort towards the development of grant funding opportunities of rice research scientists.

Impacts:

· Increase cooperation among scientists from different universities, agencies, and countries.
· Exchange of research information between scientists in various disciplines of rice research.
· Provide format for rice research education.
· Improve productivity and economic viability of U.S. and world rice production.
· Improve environmental stewardship of U.S. and world rice production.
· Increase grant funding opportunities of rice research scientists.



Publications:

Proceedings Thirty-Eighth Rice Technical Working Group. Orange Beach, Alabama. February 24-27, 2020. M.E. Salassi, J.A. Bond, and B.A. Linquist. 211 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Seventh Rice Technical Working Group. Long Beach, California. February 19-22, 2018. M.E. Salassi, B.A. Linquist and L. Tarpley. 211 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Sixth Rice Technical Working Group. Galveston, Texas. March 1-March 4, 2016. M.E. Salassi, L. Tarpley and E.P. Webster, Editors. 230 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Fifth Rice Technical Working Group. New Orleans, Louisiana. February 18-February 21, 2014. M.E. Salassi, E.P. Webster, and C.E. Wilson, Jr., Editors. 220 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Fourth Rice Technical Working Group. Hot Springs, Arkansas. February 27-March 1, 2012. M.E. Salassi, C.E. Wilson, Jr., and T.W. Walker, Editors. 224 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Third Rice Technical Working Group. Biloxi, Mississippi. February 22-25, 2010. M.E. Salassi, T.W. Walker, and R.G. Mutters, Editors. 207 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-Second Rice Technical Working Group. San Diego, California: February 18-21, 2008. D. Groth and M. Salassi, Editors. 199 pp.

Proceedings Thirty-First Rice Technical Working Group. The Woodlands, Texas: February 26-March 1, 2006. D. Groth and M. Salassi, Editors. 240 pp.

Proceedings Thirtieth Rice Technical Working Group. New Orleans, Louisiana: February 29-March 3, 2004. D. Groth and P. Bollich, Editors. 228 pp.

Proceedings Twenty-Ninth Rice Technical Working Group. Little Rock, Arkansas: February 24-27, 2002. D. Groth and P. Bollich, Editors. 206 pp.

Proceedings Twenty-Eighth Rice Technical Working Group. Biloxi, Mississippi: February 27-March 1, 2000. D. Groth and P. Bollich, Editors. 192 pp.

Proceedings Twenty-Seventh Rice Technical Working Group. Reno, Nevada: March 1-4, 1998. M. Rister and M. Waller, Editors. 272 pp.
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