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Brief introduction of each participant, and welcome to the new participants Lia Nogueira, David Ortega, Sandro Steinbach, and Lisha Zhang.
Welcoming comments by Eric Young
Budget: Continuous resolution guarantees the budget. Agricultural budget has passed both committees. Increase HATCH funds in the House, left the same in the Senate. AFRI budget increased. America Growth Act proposes to increase the budget over the next 4 years. Goal to get AFRI to its authorization level ($700 million) in the next couple of years.
Trade and impeachment slow down the budget discussion. Expect the House to pass USMCA this year, and the Senate next year. Comments from the group is that USMCA is marginally better, almost status quo for agriculture except dairy trade with Canada. Low expectations to get the trade war with China solved this year, most likely will be solved before the election, sometimes during the summer.
NIFA’s move to Kansas City resulted in significant loss of jobs, primarily administrative and technical support personnel. 
Eric is retiring in the summer of 2020, so this may be his last meeting.
State reports were briefly presented. In general each participant stated their research priorities in the last year, and their research interests for the coming period.
Future collaborative efforts
Most of the discussion focused on future collaborative efforts. One of the identified areas was writing an undergraduate book on agricultural policy and trade because there is not a good book right now in the market. Lynn will coordinate the initial efforts, and he wants to share with him some ideas on chapters we would like to write.
Another collaboration idea is to have an organized section in IATRC, preferably in the last day of the meeting so we can then continue with our annual HATCH meeting. Tom suggested doing an organized symposium in AAEA, which the group is considering. 
We agreed to organize our next annual meeting together with IATRC, and eventually another spring meeting in 2020. Luis Ribera will help organize the IATRC symposium. A call for it will likely come out in August.
We propose that the new chair updates the email list every year to make sure all members are notified about the group’s activities. 
Election of 2020 authorities
Nelson Villoria, the current Secretary, is named Chair of the group for 2020. Sandro Steinbach is selected Secretary for 2020. 
IATRC subcommittee: Amanda, Luis, and Andy.
AAEA subcommittee: Lynn Kennedy.  

List of Accomplishments
Jisang Yu and Nelson Villoria are working on the Incidence of Foreign Market Accessibility on Farmland Rental Rates: In this paper, they estimate how farmland rental rates are affected by the changes in tariffs that U.S. export crops face. Using annual county-level data of cash rents for non-irrigated fields in 2,534 U.S. counties, the authors first directly estimate the impact of tariff changes on cash rents. The findings indicate that one percent increase in ad valorem equivalent localized tariff reduces cash rental rates by about 4.2% of the 2017 average. The authors also provide the predicted changes in cash rental rates caused by the 2018 Chinese retaliatory soybeans tariff using the estimated impact of localized tariff changes. They expect to have it under review in the summer of 2020.
As part of the FAPRI group, Jarrett Whistance and Alvaro Durand-Morat collaborate the U.S. Baseline Outlook, which provides 10-year projections for agricultural and biofuel markets. The Arkansas Global Rice Economics Program (AGREP) at the University of Arkansas, led by Dr. Durand-Morat, provides the international rice market projections that are used by FAPRI to calibrate the U.S. agricultural and biofuel models. 
Dr. Durand-Morat and Dr. Lanier Nalley are working on a number of projects looking at the efficiency of international rice markets. We are conducting market research in Congo, Ghana, Nigeria, Mozambique, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Honduras, and Puerto Rico, collecting consumer survey data and rice samples to ascertain if rice is price efficiently in these markets according to the quality of the rice traded. We are writing 3 manuscripts for peer-reviewed publications and expect to send them for review in 2020. Dr. Durand-Morat and Dr. Nalley are also working on a project looking at the return on investment of Checkoff rice funds in Arkansas and its impact on AR rice competitiveness. 
In 2019, Dr. Durand-Morat and Dr. Ribera were part of a team that put together the Choices’ theme issue “The Agricultural Production Potential of Latin America: Implications for Global Food Supply and Trade.”
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Grant Awards
· “Scientific Exchanges Fellowship Program.” USDA-FAS (Co-PI), J. Beghin, A. Bianchini, L. Calegare, R.E. Goodman, C. Gustafson, B. Martinez, L. Nogueira and S. Wegulo,   $400,000. September 2019 – September 2021.
· “Effects of China’s Trade Policies on U.S. Distillers’ Dried Grains.” International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium Annual Meeting, December 2019, presented by Lia Nogueira
· "Ranking the Top US and Global Agri-Food Trade Shocks: A Panel Data Econometric Assessment," Funded by: Office of the Chief Economist, USDA; Performance Period: Sep. 30, 2018 - Sep. 30, 2019; PI: Jason Grant; Co-PIs: Mary Marchant, Everett Peterson, and David Orden.
· "Developing a Linked Global-Spatial Crop and Livestock Simulation Model and International Trade Elasticity Estimation," Funded by: Office of the Chief Economist (OCE), USDA; Performance Period: Sep. 30, 2019 - Dec. 31, 2020; PI: Jason Grant; Co-PIs: Mary Marchant, Charlotte Emlinger, Everett Peterson, and David Orden.
· Title: Analysis of Agricultural Markets and Policies. Agency: USDA, Office of Rural Development. 2019. Amount: $75,000. PI: Alvaro Durand-Morat; CO-PI: Eric Wailes.
Seminars/Conference Sections
· C-FARE Webinar, September 2019. “Changes in the Multilateral Trading System: Impacts to US Agriculture”.  I organized and moderated this for C-FARE, with Amanda Countryman and Jason Grant as two of the presenters. Link: https://www.cfare.org/new-blog/trade2019webinar 
· IATRC Theme Day, December 2019, “Recent Advances in Applied General Equilibrium Modeling: Relevance and Application to Agricultural Trade Analysis”.  I organized this with Jason Grant on behalf of IATRC, Nelson Valloria was a discussant, and Amanda Countryman was a panelist. Link: http://iatrcweb.org/
· Westhoff, P., B. Soon and T. Davids. “A Hybrid Model Approach to Estimating Impacts of China’s Tariffs on U.S. Soybeans.” Annual meetings of the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, Atlanta, GA. July 22, 2019. Available at https://www.fapri.missouri.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/hybrid-model-aaea.pdf.
· Whistance, Jarrett, Seth Meyer, Wyatt Thompson, and Deepayan Debnath. “Year-Round E15: Could a Policy to Expand E15 Use Become a Disincentive Unto Itself?” Selected for presentation at the Annual Meeting of the International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium. Washington, D.C. December 8-10, 2019.


