Minutes of the 1st annual W4001 Meeting, September 21-22, 2018, Madison, WI


List of Participants
Berry, Eddy – Utah State University
Brown, David – Cornell University 
Cromartie, John – Economic Research Service, USDA
Curtis, Katherine – University of Wisconsin
Egan-Robertson, David – University of Wisconsin
Glasgow, Nina – Cornell University
Goulding, Shawn – Kenyon College
Green, John – University of Mississippi
Jensen, Leif – Pennsylvania State University
Johnson, Ken – University of New Hampshire
Kuenning, Mary Arends – University of Illinois
Molnar, Joe – Auburn University
Monnat, Shannon – Pennsylvania State University
Rothwell, David – Oregon State University
Slack, Tim - Louisiana State University
Swanson, Lou – Colorado State University
Veroff, Dan – University of Wisconsin
Winkler, Richelle – Michigan Technical University
Ziebarth, Ann – University of Minnesota


Friday, September 21
Chair Katherine Curtis called the meeting to order at 9:00. She thanked Dan Veroff for his work organizing all aspects of the meeting including the panel sessions and field trips. She also announced that costs for the meeting were being covered by the University. Associate Dean Phil Barker and Jim Raymo of the Center for Demography and Ecology welcomed the group. Phil stressed the importance of the land grant system for Wisconsin from the beginning. The state was well positioned to take advantage of the Hatch Act. The $48 billion dairy industry developed directly out of Hatch. Rural Wisconsin is hurting from growing inequality.  Small farms that have held up rural Wisconsin are closing up. Jim stressed the importance of interdisciplinary work. The Center has 70 faculty affiliates from 15 different departments. The Center specializes in demography of inequality, families, and life course. They are building two new areas: biodemography, and environmental and spatial demography. 
Dan welcomed the group, reviewed the agenda and logistics, and introduced the first panel. 
Panel 1: Value of research (see agenda below for list of panelists)
Extension embodies the Wisconsin idea: the boundary of the University is the boundary of the state. Research should be applied. Extension specialists have many types of appointments. They usually work in a specific program area (like rural development) and are motivated to engage innovators and anticipate future questions. It’s important to think about the whole process of learning and applying those lessons in extension, to measure the learning environment as part of extension programs. Step back and think about who is the audience. The Applied Population Lab thinks about who they are involving in the generation of knowledge. 
Extension is a trusted source of information. Applied research seeks root causes, often using placed-based, demographic spatial data (like ERS classifications). Spatial data helps confirm findings and find meaningful places to study to better understand root causes. A participatory model is crucial: involve ultimate customers from the beginning to set research agenda. Customers help decide what questions should be pursued. 
David B. commented that Wisconsin is the Cadillac of community development/extension systems. Community development is not pushed in NY or lots of other states. NY does not have the social infrastructure to do this kind of formal extension set-up, NY punts on out-reach because extension is not on board. It’s much harder to do translational research in that context. Tim said LSU rural development is also not connected with extension at all. It’s all about rice and sugar instead. John G. said community development was completely gutted out of extension in Mississippi. Joe said the situation is the same at Auburn. How do you build on the Wisconsin model in places where the infrastructure is not in place?
Extension in WI being merged with WI campus after being its own entity with its own chancellor. This is mostly a good thing according to Lou S. There’s more opportunity to work with non-extension faculty. It changes the basic vs. translational research balance. Re-integration with the university may broaden the research-to-practice partnership, get more researchers out in the community. 

Panel 2: From research to application within extension (see agenda below for list of panelists)
Latino Wisconsin using a report summarizing recent trends as a tool to have conversations across the state. People want to learn about the demographic shifts going on across WI. Difficult conversations aided by numbers that help bridge the divide. What does it mean to have a growing Hispanic population? Research findings used to help engage a difficult topic.
As part of outreach to Hmong and Spanish-speaking communities, APL was asked to provide detailed population data to highlight areas with higher rates of poverty in county with Hmong and Hispanics. This effort evolved into an annual workshop on poverty and ethnincity called the Expanding Access Mapping Workshop. It adds local knowledge to demographic data to help seek solutions to challenges. Two-way conversations become important in building relationships between leaders, service providers, and left-out groups.   
Extension in Dane Co. uses a lot of APL resources to address issues of racial inequity and poverty. It really drives their agenda in terms of community development, ag, family, housing. Insightful to share issues and data between these areas. Demographic data was fed into a survey sponsored by Chamber of Commerce and Extension about supporting/expanding rural businesses. Communinties are starting to address housing issues based on extension housing data.

Extension specialists bring content expertise, combined with access to campus resources. They combine global and local knowledge. For example, a project on poverty led to pulling together data from a variety of sources into a single easy-to-use website sponsored by extension.

Extension-sponsored, evidence-based research and information helps to counteract bias and politically-slanted agendas on topics such as Hispanic population growth. The dairy industry survives only because of undocumented workers. The participatory research model is important for the Hispanic Wisconsin project. At the county level, one of the key impacts of extension research is capacity-building, such as in increasing inclusivity of excluded groups.

Administrative advisor
Lou reported that there are extensive discussions throughout the land-grant system on the topics covered in the panel sessions. Wisconsin moving extension back to the University is a good move, one of nine states with this combined structure. Lou is retiring this year. The new administrative advisor will be from an ag background. APLU is interested in finding time for us to come to DC and make a presentation. The Board of Ag Assemblies is also interested. We are still on their radar. We are also eligible to be the West’s nominee for a national project award. We need to put together a package in January for the nomination, which will be announced in April.

David B. praised Lou’s guidance. Lou has done a phenomenal job keeping us on track. He has attended meetings and engaged substantively on the issues. His knowledge of the larger land-grant infrastructure has made him an invaluable mentor, especially to newcomers to the land-grant system. 


NIA R24 research grant on rural aging
Rural aging is a new strategic priority areas for NIA. Shannon led the group in a discussion of plans to submit a proposal for an NIA R24 research grant meant to provide infrastructural support to advance a rural aging research agenda. Funding would be used to build an interdisciplianary network to support development of research, extension, and dissemination. The research would broadly address factors that affect the health and well being of older rural people. Funding would support meetings, pilot projects, educational activities, seminars on methods, and other similar activities. The group needs to identify 3-4 PIs who would actually get very little of the support. W4001 would be an excellent resource to leverage.


LUNCH


The group spent the afternoon in a workshop on Translational Research with Guided Practice (see agenda below for a list of workshop leaders). The group received training on “public-facing” research output, in the form of infographics, press releases, interviews, briefs. It’s essential to be able to translate academic work for a lay audience, to create data-rich reports for the people, to use popular news-media formats.

The group learned about content created for WisCONTEXT, an online magazine that has developed and an explanatory journalistic style to cover issues that affect the state. They try and cover long-term changes, not the daily news, and broad issues like the 2012 drought. They inventory extension research output, then work with faculty to come up with story ideas. It’s a data-oriented, empirically-oriented online media organization. They work closely with APL. It’s a way of getting APL’s work out to a broader audience. 

Richelle commented that most other universities don’t have these resources. They are limited to one university-wide communications office. 

The workshop leaders led the group in exercises highlighting best practices for clear, convincing communication (see Best Practices handout below). 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30


Saturday, September 21

Katherine called the meeting to order at 9:05. 
John C. provided a review of USDA’s proposed changes to ERS, including realignment under the Office of the Chief Economist and physical move out of the DC region. The proposals are having a significant impact on morale.
Brief series: The group agreed the series should continue under a new title, excluding ‘post-recession’. Members agreed to spin off briefs from published journal articles. Richelle will write about dying hunters and anglers. David B. will submit on services in aging places. David R. will submit a brief on rural poverty and inequality. John G. will submit on access to care for high-need infants. On the website, links to other brief series will be added, such as Carsey and ERS. 
The group continued its discussion of the R46 NIA network grant proposal. Potential PIs were identified. Several members will participate as network affiliates. The proposal is due February 1. The group agreed to have a 1st draft done by December 31. 
John C. described the new format for annual reporting, including impacts and teaching accomplishments. Those who have not submitted their reports need to do so by the end of next week.
Current officers will serve for one more year: Katherine as Chair, Shannon as Vice-Chair, John C. as Secretary, Joe as Publications Manager, and Eddy as Listserv Manager. 
David B. and Katherine have a plan for a DC meeting and briefing for APLU leadership that was postponed last year. They will follow up with Lou about re-scheduling the same meeting for next year. Other members are exploring similar policy-meeting venues such as meeting with USDA Rural Development State Directors. 
If the DC meeting does not work out, the group agreed to meet in Traverse City, MI, with September 27-28 as 1st choice for dates. John C. agreed to coordinate local arrangements.
Katherine adjourned meeting at 12:00
[bookmark: _GoBack]Several members spent Saturday afternoon and evening on a field trip to Green County, WI, meeting with farm operators and extension officials to learn about issues related to rural demographics and agriculture in a rapidly-changing dairy sector (see Field Trip agenda below).
 
Respectfully submitted,
John Cromartie 
John Cromartie
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2018 Annual Meeting Agenda

21:22 September, 2018
Park Hotel

225 Carroll Street
Madison Wi

20 September, Thursday
7:00pm

21 September, Friday
8:30am-g:00am
9:00am-g30am

930am-10:30am

1030 am - 1045 am
2045 am ~12:00 pm

1200 pm-130pm
130 pm- 230 pm

230pm-2:45pm
2:45 pm— 4:00 pm
400 pm—4:30pm
430pm
6:30pm

Group dinner for those available, Eno Vino (x N Webster St

Checkin with coffee
Welcome and opening remarks with Bil Barker, Associate Dean for Research, College.
of Agricultural and Life Sciences and Jim Raymo, Center for Demography and Ecology.

Brief discussion of the agenda

Approval of minutes from last year

‘The Value of Research in Program Planning and Development in Exter

Panel Discussion with Extension Leadership:

Will Andresen, Community Development Institute Director, UW Cooperative Extension

Doug Reinemann, Associate Dean for Outreach and Extension, College of Agricultural
andLife Sciences

Patrick Robinson, Associate Dean, Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
UW Cooperative Extension

JulieAnn Stawicki, Associate Dean, Department of Youth, Family and Community
Development, UW Cooperative Extension

Break

From Research to Application within Extension

Panel Discussion with Extension Practitioners.

JudiBartfeld, Food Secuity Research and Policy Specialst, UW Cooperative Extension &
Professor, Department of Consumer Sciences, UW-Madison

Teresa Curts, Nutrition Education Program Specialst, UW Cooperative Extension

Armando lbarra, Faculty Latino Speciaist, UW-Cooperative Extension & Director,
ChicanolLatino Studies Program, UW-Madison

‘Sharon Lezberg, Community Resource Development Educatr, Dane County UW
Extension

Lunch

Translational Research with Guided Practice

Malia Jones, Health Geographer, Applied Population Laboratory.

Kiistian Knutsen, Managing Editor, WisContext (a service of W Public Radio, W1 Public
Television, and UW Cooperative Extension)

Caitin McKown, Web Developer, Applied Population Laboratory

Break

Translational Research: Break-out Working Groups.

Translational Research: Intial and Future Outputs

Union Terrace for those available

Group dinner o those available, Fresco (237 State St)
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Best Practices for Clear, Convincing Communication

Communicating with media, whether in writing, on the phone, or in person, should be clear. Use:
simple anguage in your Oplics, pich emails, and mectings.

Keep It Simple.
“The simplest way to explain your dea s usually the best one. Your middie-school aged child
should b sble o understand everything you say.
= Keep your argument straightforward and repeat your main point. There il ahways
e more you want to say or more evidence you could provide. But sually les s more

e simple vocabulary, even i it may scem less preise. For example,inscad of
analogous t0” or “based on partisanship” use “similar 0" and “based on political party”.

+ Keep sentence siruetures sraightforward. For exampl, limit the use of adjectves,
adverbs, and compound tenses

« Oping for
insead of

 Thatsid, replace wordy phrases with a single word where possibl. For example, use
“investigate” instead of “conduct an nvestigation of”

Avoid Jargon

Different audicnces will ave different levels of familarity with technical language. Don't make
assumptions about your audience’s knowledge. As Steven Pnker suggests in The Sense o S,
assume that your readers e as inellgent and sophisticated as you are, but tha they happen
ot o know something you know.”

= Explin what specialized or technical terms mean or leave them out.

= Avoid acronyms and abbreviations.This depends on audience. Using “NOAA™
(National Oceanic and Atmospheri Aduministration) may be fin when spedking (0 &
reporteron the cnvironment beat bu nota general reporte. B on the sid of caution.
Even acranyins and abbreviatons that you think are well Known will kel be unfamiliar
someone in the oom.

« Provide context - Even non-specilized erms may benefit rom further explanation. For
example,give iles und context when you use people’s names ke Secretary of
Education under President Trump Betsy DeVos.

Be Concrete, Give Examples

Concrete examples ace shways bettr han abstrac statements o generalizations.
+ Use vivid storie, These may be soris from your personal life or your esearch,

= Give oxampls that mean something 0 (h lives ofthe peapie you ar spesking t o
your ntended audince. Keep in mind the audience of the mediaoutt.

= Use statstcs strategically, but do notassume they speak for themselves. Explain why.
they matter. Paie them with other ypes of evidence like storics. Do notoveruse them,

For more assistance communicating with the media, contact Shira Rascoe at shiry@scholars org.
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Green County, Wisconsin

Rural Demographics & Agriculture

Saturday, September 22, 2018

100 pm.~ Travelfrom Madison to Willams Bedrock Bovines
215pm. N1233 Huy G Brodheod, Wi

215p.m.~ Tour of Willams Bedrock Bovines.
400D, Speoker: eff Wiloms, co-oner/operator of Wilams Bedrock.
Bovines and Green County Board member

400pm.~ Travelfrom Willams Bedrock Bovines to Downtown Monroe.
430pm. 1014 17% Ave Monroe, Wi

430pm.~ Opportunityto Explore Downtown Monroe:
535pm. Partcpants interested I purchasing cheese may want to vsit

Baumgortner’s Cheese store & Tovern toty Limburger

515p.m.~  Dinnor at Back Walnut Kitchen
1Spm. 1014 17° Ave, Monroe, W1

Welcome Speaker
« stephanie Kind, Owner, Black Walnut Kitchen.

Dinner Guests
* Lisa Kiiist, Inn Serendipity

« Emily nd Brondi Haris, Wyymar Farms
* Dovid P, Parfection Produce
« en Riemer, Reimer Fomily Farm

615 pm.~  Travelfrom Black Walnut Kitchen to Madison
730pm
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