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W-4001 Meeting
Houghton, MI: September 27-28, 2019


Attendees:  Katherine Curtis - Wisconsin; Ken Johnson – U New Hampshire; Shannon Monnat - Syracuse; Joe Molnar - Auburn; David Brown - Cornell; Nina Glasgow – Cornell ; Dan Lichter - Cornell; E. Helen (Eddy) Berry – Utah State; Dan Veroff - Wisconsin; Lynet Uttal – Wisconsin, Social Worker;  Richelle Winkler – Michigan Tech; Leif Jensen – Penn State University

Curtis – chairperson				Winkler – local arrangements
Monnat – in-coming chairperson		Berry – Acting secretary

Guests:  Don LaFrenier (geography); Uzel Mesa – with Great Lakes Intertribal – with NIH grant; ___ La Frontenac, WI - ; Kelly Camp – epidemiology (in Kinesiology program – MTU) ;John Canfield – Wisconsin – grad student; 

Friday, September 27, 2019

12:30-1:00	Airport Arrival & Hotel Transport (various arrival times prior). 

1:00-2:15	Hotel check-in & lunch (for those who ordered in advance) at Quality Inn

2:15		Shuttle Departs Quality Inn to MTU Campus

2:15-2:45	Check-In & Coffee – Arrive by 2:30pm in Great Lakes Research Center, Room 202, Michigan Technological University  - meeting at 

2:45-3:15	Welcome & Announcements (Katherine Curtis, Richelle Winkler)
Beth Foy – Michigan Tech’s Great Lakes Research Center (GLRC) – is sponsoring the W4001 meetings – an interdisciplinary research team, doing research on water systems
Also sponsored by Department of Social Sciences – Hugh Gorman introduced himself as well
3:30-5:00	Stakeholder Panel: Indigenous Perspectives on Community & Environmental Health – 
		Began by recognizing the treaty tribes and other groups.
Panel aims to provide a venue for dialogue to 1) discuss issues and priorities in health, demographics, and environment and natural resources in Great Lakes tribal communities; and 2) to offer some initial guidance for increasing researcher ability to collaborate with tribal communities. 

Participants:
Azel Mesa, Great Lakes Native American Research Center for Health (GLNARCH)-NIH funded; with Stephanie _____; Matt Dellinger – also at GLNARCH, and from medical College of Wisconsin. 
Evelyn Ravindran, Director of Natural Resources, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
	Feel a need to speak for nations without a voice like, fish nation
Kathie Brosemer, Environmental Program Manager, Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians – 
Moderator: Valoree Gagnon, University-Indigenous Community Partnerships, MTU
· What do tribal communities need (or not need) from people like social demographers – 
· It is good to come with an introduction.  Develop all projects with the community
· Do not need a bunch of researchers coming “to study us”
· People are beginning to return home – but are primarily aged -  
· There is a blood quantum of 25% but population is beginning to decline.
· Must keep in mind that the tribes are aging.
· Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 – Federal govt wanted the Tribes to mirror the US govt – So, a blood quantum mirrors the feds.
· (If we are already struggling as is, if open up blood quantum, would cut services even more so.
· Brain drain is an issue – Native Youth are told to leave the reservation Then they succeed in the big world, but there is no incentive to return home.
· One challenge seems to be definitions: e.g. USDA doesn’t recognize native or indigenous or subsistence as part of food sovereignty.  
· Took a few years but Bureau of Indian Affairs finally started seeing wild rice as an agricultural product.  
· Indeed, for the UP folks, fish and wild rice are food – but may not be recognized as such.
· How to do research in tribal areas?  It needs to be bottom up, not top down.  Need to pay attention to the issues raised by the community members.

5:30-7:00	Social @ Keweenaw Brewing Company (optional)

7:00pm		Dinner @ The Den (optional)



Saturday, September 28, 2019
8:00-8:30	Check-in/Coffee. Great Lakes Research Center, Room 202
8:30-9:30	Key Project Updates (Members share brief, < 5 min, update on any key ongoing projects related to W4001 aims)	
· John & Edie Green New Pathways to Health & opportunity tht focuses on workforce development in 5 counties in the MS Delta where there is high outmigration.  Other projects are in high growth areas of the Gulf Coast and tracking participants 
· Green also working on 2020 Census issues & talked about Smithsonian Rural Crossroads exhibit 
· Winkler, Johnson, Curtis, Cromartie & Wisconsin Pop Labare looking at migration by age, race, etc.And also have a good score on the NIH R03 they have applied for.
· Winkler working in Costa Rica on Costa Rican Census & sustainability
· Molnar – on objective 2 – on populism and its role in Deaths of Despair & also teaching in China on Technology Transfer & in Haiti on Ag Education
· Lichter continues to work with Johnson & also with Parisi on depopulation & on immigration as a demographic lifeline for rural America.
· Mentioned also the Russell Sage, Rural Soc, PRPR and other journals have out specialized calls for rural special issues.
· Brown – working with Lichter on people and places that are in non-metro counties in 1980; and about 1500 fewer places by 2020. And 198 counties went from metro to nonmetro.  So looking at urbanization at periphery. Also working on poverty inequality with Jensen & Thiede
· Glasgow – working on Multis-calar organization OF aging services in rural places – in The Journal of Rural Studies; Up until median age 40, number of establishments apparently declines in counties; Also working Critical Gerontology Rural book.
·  Monnat – working on AFRI grant looking at places with greater and lesser resilience for opioid crisis; Also doing PRPR on trends in young adult mortality across different race, sex, & age groups.  Also working on pre-emption.
· Jensen – reports on Chi working on demographic stuff; Kathy Sexsmith is working on mushroom industry in Pennsylvania; Thiede is working on demography of inequality; Randell – new demographer with interest in population health; Tickamyer retiring & finishing up her international work; Kulcsar is working on aging; Castellanos is also on project but not working
· Kelly Kamm, Michigan Tech faculty is working on breastfeeding in rural places – also interested in moving and what it means for family relationships and support for breastfeeding.
· Johnson – the  proportional population change in metro areas is a function of reclassification of nonmetro into metro.  E.g. Brookings keeps saying that nonmetro is declining; but Johnson & Lichter are pointing out that the growth of metro is actually just reclassification.  Already has media attention via Washington Post; and looking at post-recession demographic trends; 
· Berry – continues to work with Christiane vonReichert on demographics of disability; and continuing to work on aging books
· John Canfield – grad student at Wisconsin looking at credit/debt structures – finding that there is lots of international ownership of rural land
· Curtis – looking at ranching and the contention around environment & also doing environmental work across the country with Jack DeWaard & Liz Fussell; as well as on rainfall and Malawi; and finally, the later life health effects of farm exposure – e.g. exposure to toxins
· Veroff – In Wisconsin over past 5 years, almost 2500 dairy farms have closed.  So, what the implications for rural counties.  What happen to them next. Also looking at history of migration in Wisconsin back to 1850 for rural immigration summits. Able to look at ancestral legacies – it is essentially both a data and outreach project.  Finally, Wisc. Has  grant to partner with “Wiscontext” for 50 short articles on translational applied demography to highlight emerging current population issues.  
9:30-11:00	NIH R24 Research Networks on Rural Population Health & Aging (Leif Jensen/Shannon Monnat/Katherine Curtis/John Green) 
· How we got here - Overview of proposal; the 4 aims; the 5 focal areas of the proposal.  
· R24 - 	are for organizing meetings & learning about the topic of rural aging
· Motivation for the proposal:
· Pop aging more rapidly
· Rural has higher share of older & sicker
· Growing r/u disparities in health life expectancy
· Depopulation
· Increasing diversity
· Economic challenge
· Yet some places are thriving
· 4 aims – establish network, coordinate network
· Innovative cuz reaching out to early-career & underrepresented researchers
· Focus on place-level effects& resilient places
· Approach:  W4001 is the approach!!!!!!!!
· Approach will be rural America, cuz that is what NIH wants.
· Funding is a bit over $200K per year; with total estimated cost over 5 years is $1.681 million
· Comment on dissemination plan – there are very established extension teams who would love to have access to the work.  In other words, talk about translational research
· A key linkage b/n focus areas is explicit attention to how place – the characteristics of the contexts in which people live – influence health and aging trends.  
11:00-11:30	Report on Census 2020 & Differential Privacy Implementation (Richelle Winkler, Shannon Monnat, Dan Lichter, John Green all attended)
· Winkler is now a member of the Census Scientific Advisory committee (CeSA)
· Report:  Citizenship ? not on short form but must check on citizenship, so Bureau is now using administrative records to compile data; and will match it to census data.  Say that they will only be sharing the aggregations for this. 
· Then Monnat discussed Differential Privacy from the Census.  The new privacy rules “jigger” the data so that there is some random noise.  The Bureau is saying that researchers have no “right” to small area data. John Green says that they only have to have the PL94 data for redistricting will not be jiggered, but not publishing as much data. Still haven’t figured how high or low the jiggering algorithm.
· Curtis suggests that we write a letter.  Recommendation that we send an informational letter, ala Ruggles’ article, to stakeholders.  The Ruggles article is:  http://users.hist.umn.edu/~ruggles/Articles/Privacy.pdf and https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/about/about-the-bureau/adrm/FESAC/meetings/Ruggles%20Presentation%20Revised.pdf

· Green discussed State Data Centers – And points out that 95% of households will get info to participate on-line, but they will also have the opportunity to request a paper copy or a phone number to make the call. Notes that there may be some mobile folks to send out regarding places that are known to be undercounted.  Are hiring enumerators who do not know lots about censuses.
11:30-12:30	Lunch
12:30-1:30	W4001 Project Objectives & Timeline Review (Katherine Curtis)
This is a moment to talk about milestones – 
[bookmark: #objectives]Send references, to Joe in ASR format.  
Please see Milestones in the W4001 proposal:  
(2018):As described above, we will spend the first year of this project working with Regional Rural Development Centers and policy groups to finalize a specific set of research questions within the broader scope of our objectives. Discussion results will be summarized and distributed to committee members, discussed electronically, and specifically addressed at the annual committee meeting at the end of the year. A policy-relevant research agenda on population, poverty, and markets will be elaborated through discussions with experts at USDA, the Census Bureau, and, possibly, the Department of Labor.

(2019):Having established our research agenda, we will proceed with data collection and exploratory analyses. We will integrate data from different sources and standardized geographic definitions.

(2020):Research covering all three objectives will be carried out. This will serve as a foundation for most of our peer-reviewed articles, issue briefs, and other publications. Planning will commence on a policy conference to be held in the final year of the project, including negotiations with potential sponsoring agencies. For example, NIH is a potential partner for research support on rural health issues. USDA or EPA may be potential partners for workshop on environmental shocks in rural places.
We recommend that we will plan the 5th year conference during year 3.

(2021):Production of articles, monographs, policy briefs, and user-friendly social media postings will continue through this year, as will presentations at professional meetings and to stakeholder groups. A nationwide workshop on the Changing Population of Rural America: Issues for Policy and Practice is being planned for Washington D.C. during the project’s final year. The workshop will be for national level policy makers and agency personnel with responsibilities for rural development.

(2022):The final year will include a policy conference and the wrap up of joint publications, policy series, peer-reviewed articles, and other outputs by the committee.
· New Administrative Advisor is Anton Bekkerman from Bozeman & Montana State – Curtis has provided a 1 page discussion of him and included some 
· He’ll be important for renewal; for any awards or other aspects 
· Let him know that we have been recommended for an award 
· And ask him to lay groundwork for the “Changing Rural America” workshop (preferably 
· Organizations that might help organize it – were National Organization of Counties; APLU – which is the Land Grant college association; And, could consider having the authors who are in the PRPR special issue; 
· RSS is also creating a monograph that has a series of briefs in it talking about rural issues -  
· Paired with the group’s new R24, we will look forward to whomever
In terms of achieving year 1 goals: 
	Stakeholders that we met with are:  
Stakeholder Panel: Indigenous Perspectives on Community & Environmental Health – 
		Began by recognizing the treaty tribes and other groups.
Panel aims to provide a venue for dialogue to 1) discuss issues and priorities in health, demographics, and environment and natural resources in Great Lakes tribal communities; and 2) to offer some initial guidance for increasing researcher ability to collaborate with tribal communities. 
Stakeholder panel on Community Revitalization after Population Loss, Schute’s Bar
Participants:
Brad Barnett, Keweenaw Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
Jennifer Tucker, Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Jeff Ratcliffe, Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance
Reverend Robert Langseth, ELCA Lutheran minister
Moderator: Richelle Winkler, Michigan Technological University

We have met  we did meet the requirements described by the milestones above.  
An agenda for next year can include (1) rural aging (2) administrative information on citizenship question (3) and looking at more knowledge regarding differential privacy discussion 
Possibly for the following year, we could present the kinds of papers that are in the upcoming special issue in PRPR,  edited by Slack and Jensen; but also with Pop & Environment conference being organized by Curtis Including some discussion of translational research
So, how to get some people writing briefs for our website? - so, is it possible to joint publish between our local brief series and the W4001 briefs. Yes. Finally, Veroff will send off a set of instructions on how to do them.
And, speaking of gaining some new people:  
1:30-2:00	W4001 W4001 End of Year Report (Katherine Curtis & Joe Molnar).                                Oct 1, 2018 to Sept 30, 2019
2:00-2:45	Officer Election and Meeting Information (Katherine Curtis)                                      
· W4001 Annual Meeting 2020/2021/2022:  Where?  
· Places – and 
· Bozeman - Anton
· Syracuse, - Shannon Monnat
· Las Vegas – Shannon Monnat
· RSS-Westminster, Colorado, 
· Atlanta and/or need to consider 
· Baton Rouge – John Green
· Kansas City – John Green would be willing to organize
· Corvallis – Hua Qin 
· Penn State – Leif Jensen
· Plan A for 2020 is Las Vegas; Plan B is State College
· Plan A for 2021 is State College; Plan B is Bozeman
· Plan A for 2022 is Bozeman; Plan B is Kansas City OR Washington DC
· IF Brown is still active, will organize a DC policy briefing
· Will need to have Administrator Advisor associated with us.   
· Curtis & Veroff will also assist with the DC briefing
· Officer Elections: (Below are current officers)                                         
· Katherine Curtis: chair
· Shannon Monnat: vice-chair/chair-elect - 
· John Cromartie: secretary
· Eddy Berry: program/listserve maeven
· Richelle Winkler: local arrangements
· Joseph Molnar: publications manager
· Nominations for Chair-elect are:  Shaun Golding  has been nominated and accepted
Thank you-s given to Richelle Winkler for local arrangements and to Katherine Curtis for Chairing the group for two years
2:45-3:00	Final Wrap Up and Adjourn
Registration Fee: TBD. Please plan to bring a check or cash to cover the fee.


Saturday, Sept 28- Afternoon Field Trip to Calumet & Eagle River

3:10		Depart for Field Trip (optional) to Calumet & Eagle River
		Leave Kammus at 3:10, make quick stop at Quality Inn & depart from Quality Inn @ 3:30)

4:00-5:00	Guided tour Keweenaw National Historical Park Visitors Center, Calumet, MI. Brief talk on Calumet history, Larry Lankton

5:00-6:00 	Guided walking tour of downtown Calumet (led by Shelly Hahn)

6:00-7:15 	Stakeholder panel on Community Revitalization after Population Loss, Schute’s Bar

Participants:
Brad Barnett, Keweenaw Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
Jennifer Tucker, Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Jeff Ratcliffe, Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance
Reverend Robert Langseth, ELCA Lutheran minister
Moderator: Richelle Winkler, Michigan Technological University

7:45		Sunset at Eagle River

8:00		Closing dinner at Fitzgeralds, Eagle River Inn. Beach walks.

10:00pm 	Return to Quality Inn


NIH R24 Research Network on Rural Population Health & Aging
Leif Jensen (Penn State) and Shannon Monnat (Syracuse) reported on the successful R24 application to NIH to generate a research network on Rural Population Health and Aging. The W4001 activities are at the foundation of the proposed plans, as is reflected in the PI structure of the network, bulleted below. A large and hearty congratulations to the PIs on their great success! We will stay tuned for more from them as the 5-year (renewable) project gets underway. 

PIs:
1. Leif Jensen, Penn State
1. Shannon Monnat, Syracuse
1. John Green, Mississippi State
1. Lori Hunter, CU-Boulder
1. Marty Sliwinski, Penn State

Report on Census 2020 & Differential Privacy Implementation
Census 2020 overview
In her role on the Census Scientific Advisory Committee (CSAC, https://www.census.gov/about/cac/sac.html), Richelle Winkler reported on the possibility and desire among some to use administrative data to generate aggregate data on citizenship. The group suggested that the committee seek legal advise from a lawyer to weigh in on whether this falls under the purview of the CB's data.

Differential privacy
Where to begin? At present, the CB plans to “jigger" with the data (perturb the data) to protect the privacy of individuals. Said jiggering will result in more error in the data (including population counts, like the PL-94 used for redistricting and apportionment), fewer published data products (tables), and an increased need to access data through an FSRDC. 

In addition to generating a long and entertaining series of jiggering-related puns, there was some discussion about whether it would be useful to circulate a one-pager summarizing the issues to concerned and affected parties (e.g., pop center directors and state data centers). Shannon Monnat has composed a short piece for the ASA Medical Sociology Section newsletter (attached to this message) and Steve Ruggles has written two longer pieces discussing the central issues and concerns, found here:
1. http://users.hist.umn.edu/~ruggles/Articles/Privacy.pdf
1. https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/about/about-the-bureau/adrm/FESAC/meetings/Ruggles%20Presentation%20Revised.pdf

Partnership programs
John Green (Ole Miss) and Dan Veroff (UW-Madison) discussed activities through partnership programs. A central issue in this discussion concerned reaching special and specific populations given the CB’s shift to an online enumeration strategy.


W4001 Project Objectives & Timeline Review
New AA 
We are fortunate to have Anton Bekkerman as our new Administrative Advisor. Aton is associate director of the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station and associate professor of economics at Montana State University. Anton is research active and well-positioned to contribute to and advocate for the group. Plus, he’s offered to host a meeting in Bozeman, MT (discussed later under Location). Welcome to the fold, Anton!

Annual reports
If you haven’t already, send your reports to John Cromartie (ERS) and your list of publications in ASR format to Joe Molnar (Auburn). Much gratitude to John and Joe for your work on this important and necessary task.

Milestones
We are doing a bang up job of meeting the milestones proposed in our project (https://www.nimss.org/projects/view/mrp/outline/18389). Two topics were suggested for next year’s meeting: (1) reporting on Census 2020 (including differential privacy and administrative data collected for citizenship data); and (2) reporting research results for each of the three project objectives. The latter might draw on the content of two special journal issues, one edited by Leif Jensen (Penn State) and Tim Slack (LSU), and a second by Katherine Curtis (UW-Madison) and UW-Madison colleagues. Many W4001 members are contributing to the special issues, and we might draw on other contributors as potential new members (discussed shortly). The presentations could focus on translational outputs and, thus, contribute to our group’s brief series (discussed next).

Brief series
We discussed making several modifications to the existing online brief series including changing the name to “Rurality Check" and sticking to a one- to two-page brief. Content must be US-focused, and can be published at other sites (no exclusivity rights will be claimed by W4001). These changes will be enacted when new briefs are ready for release. Verbal commitments for contributions were made by David Brown, Katherine Curtis, Dan Lichter, and Shannon Monnat. Gold star to the first who submits! Additional gold stars are available to others who submit! Send your briefs to co-editors John Cromartie, Dan Veroff, and Katherine Curtis.

Policy Briefing
The group remains committed to delivering a policy briefing in the final year of the current proposal, 2022, in Washington DC. David Brown (Cornell), Dan Veroff, and Katherine Curtis volunteered to coordinate with our AA Anton Bekkerman to begin planning well in advance so that we might secure sponsorship, reach a broad audience, select high impact presentations, and generate a number of briefs for effective dissemination.

New members
We discussed the age structure of the group and, subsequently, discussed the need for new members. Suggestions for attracting new members included asking each current member to personally invite someone new to attend next year’s meeting in Vegas (! - more on that next), which could include graduate students and faculty colleagues. Additionally, we discussed keeping new members in mind when considering meeting locations and meeting topics.


Location
As is the group’s tradition, lively discussion about locations ensued at this year’s meeting. Next year will find us traveling out west to Las Vegas! Shannon Monnat will make local arrangements and will follow up with potential dates. Additionally, the group decided to make a 3- to 4-year location plan based on earlier requests from members to be more planful, given the fact that the original plan has fallen through in two consecutive years, and with the intention to make locations accessible for broad participation. The following plan, with local arrangements confirmed* or proposed, was determined:
1. Las Vegas - Shannon Monnat* / Plan A 2020
1. State College - Leif Jensen* / Plan B 2020 - Plan A 2021
1. Bozeman - Anton Bekkerman / Plan B 2021 - Plan A 2022
1. Kansas City - John Cromartie & John Green* / Plan B 2022 - Plan A 2023

Leadership
I am no longer chair! Shannon Monnat now competently holds the reins as chair, and Shaun Golding (Kenyon College) was unanimously elected vice-chair/chair elect. Congrats to both who will serve two-year terms! We are in excellent hands for the next four years. The remaining leadership positions are stable, with John Cromartie (ERS) as secretary, Eddy Berry (Utah State) as program/listserve coordinator, and Joe Molnar (Auburn) as publications manager. The full roster is bulleted below:
1. Chair: Shannon Monnat (2 yrs)
1. Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Shaun Golding (2 yrs)
1. Secretary: John Cromartie
1. Program/listserve coordinator: Eddy Berry
1. Local arrangements: Shannon Monnat (1 yr)
1. Publications manager: Joseph Molnar
Thank you, each, for your service to the group! 

And thank you, all, for the opportunity to serve as the group’s chair during the past two years. Given your serious and steadfast commitment to the group, the job was relatively easy and most certainly enjoyable. I look back with gratitude, and forward with enthusiasm.

Katherine




