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2019 - Annual Meeting of Regional Project NE1731

January 3 and 4, 2019
College Park, Maryland
Location: Holiday Inn, 10000 Baltimore Avenue

AGENDA

1. Call to order, additions and approval of agenda, approval of minutes from last meeting
Mark Clough welcomed us and called meeting to order at 1:15 PM.  Agenda unanimously approved (moved by Porter, seconded by De Jong).  2018 minutes unanimously approved (moved by Porter, seconded by Arancibia).
2. Introductions – Craig Yencho (NC State), Mark Clough (NC State), Adam Canal (NC State), Walter De Jong (Cornell U), Greg Porter (U ME), Kristen Brown-Donovan (U ME), Ramon Arancibia (VA Tech), Xinshun Qu (PA State), Francesco di Gioia (PA State), Matt Kleinhenz (OH State (called in)), Brad Halladay (Medius Ag).
3. Appointment of Committees

Site selection – Beltsville MD, January 6-7, 2020 (unanimous; moved Porter, seconded Arancibia).
Resolutions – Greg Porter, Craig Yencho, Walter De Jong
Nominations – non-rotation continues.  Porter as chair, Clough as deputy chair, De Jong as secretary.

4. Local Arrangements
Dinner tonight – Meet in hotel lobby at 6:00 pm. 
5. Administrative Advisor Report – F. Servello
AA Servello was not able to attend.  We will soon have a new AA, Mark Hutton, from U ME.  No formal report provided.
6. National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Report – A.M. Thro
Dr. Thro could not attend, due to current federal government shutdown.

7.  Invited presentations – S. Delheimer and S. Lupis
Neither could attend to give workshop on writing impact statements, due to federal government shutdown.  In lieu, Brad Halladay provided an overview of the Variety Data Management (VDM) system that Medius Ag has developed, and how it could be used to manage NE1731 trial data.  One attractive feature of the VDM is the ability to compare the performance of any two clones, e.g., a current variety and clone that is a candidate to replace it.  VDM can be accessed at https://potatoesusa.mediusag.com/
8. State Site Reports
ME – 50,000 acres.  60% fry and chips, 20% fresh, 20% seed.  Cool and dry until mid-July, then warm and relatively wet depending on shower activity.  Yields were good, but maturity was delayed, with lots of hollow heart and nonuniform tuber shapes.  Wettest and coldest harvest season of Greg’s career.  Program recently purchased a ~$100,000 Grimme single-row harvester, that has cut time and labor for harvest in half
NY – 15,000 acres.   Similar to Maine, wettest harvest season of Walter’s career.  One on-farm trial could not be harvested as a result.  Yields were high but specific gravities were low.
NC – 14,000 acres.  One storm dropped 11 inches of rain.   Acreage remains steady, but number of growers is decreasing; 40% of acreage controlled by just two growers.  70% chip, 30% table.
OH – Acreage is declining, with few growers focusing on potatoes, but many growers producing specialty potatoes on small acreage.   Record high yields in 2018 trials.  Traits that matter in Ohio: earliness, color, texture.
PA – 5000 acres.  50% chip, 50% table.   Record high rainfall; 6-7% of potatoes could not be harvested.  Research trial was planted late, and harvested 96 days later; this led to record low yields.  Began evaluating russet clones in 2018.  Observed some late blight in state at end of August.
9.  Comments from Industry

None – other than VDM demonstration, above.
10.  Pathology Reports

Greg Porter noted that his scab trial was so poor in 2018 that it was not worth distributing the data.  Noted that Jay Hao continues to screen for resistance to pink rot, although no data to present this year.
Xinshun Qu distributed results of early and late blight testing from PA, as well as common scab trial results.  No longer running a powdery scab trial.
Yencho reporteds that the guava root knot nematode, Meloidogyne enterolobii, has been detected in NC.  Potato is a host.
11. Breeding/Genetics Reports

Maine.  50% russets, 40% whites, 10% reds and specialty.  Some numbers: planted 52,000 single-hills, saved 1480; planted 1530 2nd-year clones, saved 249; planted 337 third-year clones, saved 84.  Current focus is on bringing in resistance against PVY, from sto, chc and adg.  The recently released cultivar ‘Caribou Russet’ continues to do well; 448 seed acres in 2018.  Released the specialty variety ‘Pinto Gold’ in 2018.

The Tan lab at U ME is using IVP48 as a haploid inducer, pollinating Atlantic, Caribou and NY121.  Using molecular markers diagnostic for various late blight resistance genes, Kristen is working to develop a catalog of LB R genes in US cultivars.  
[Adjourned 4:45 pm.  Resumed 8:05 am on January 4]

New York.  NY140 was released as ‘Brodie’, NY152 was released as ‘Niagara’.  Both are chipping clones, although Brodie tubers are attractive and can also be marketed as tablestock.
North Carolina.  Some numbers: planted 15600 first-year clones, saved 781; planted ~700 second-year clones, saved 160; planted ~280 third-year clones, saved 125.  Half of the first-year clones had a PVY-resistant parent.   For 2019 will be moving to test first-year clones in four hill plots (instead of single-hill plots), and most crosses will have a PVY-resistant parent.   Are hopeful that two PVY-resistant clones, NC470-3 and NCB3171-7, will be in national SNAC trials in 2020.
12. Seed orders, shopping list, new entries – Greg Porter 
Cost for seed this year will again be $75/cwt, but will likely increase in near future.  All seed in Maine is now evaluated with a lab test instead of a winter grow-out in Florida.  
Breeder’s choices (all sites must evaluate these):
AF5280-5 (round white, competitor for Envol)

NDAF102629C-4 (white table)
NDAF113484B-1 (red)

NY164 (red)

NY165 (chips)

Standard varieties to include in all NE1231 trials:

Atlantic

Dark Red Norland

Snowden

Superior

Yukon Gold
13. Update on the NE1731 website/database/data reporting

Consensus: if funding can be found, we’d prefer VDM to host our trial data going forward
14. Eastern Region Potato Special Grant
Good chance will be in federal budget again.  Note: we cannot submit a new proposal with same objectives as a prior award.  Funds on current award must be spent by Aug 31, 2019. 
15. New funding opportunities.
Our group should (still) consider a submission to OREI.

16. Old Business
Porter will soon distribute a draft impact statement, input was requested.
17. New Business – none.

18. Committee Reports 
Resolutions (approved unanimously):
Be it resolved on this 4th day of January 2019, that the NE1731 group expresses sincere appreciation to:

a) Kathy Haynes, USDA-ARS, for her gracious service as host to our annual meetings in Beltsville, MD during these past three years.  We further congratulate Kathy on her recent retirement from USDA-ARS and her 30+ years as an outstanding plant geneticist, potato breeder, and research colleague.  Her leadership, friendship, and collaboration has been a key element to our regional project’s long-term success.  

b) Dean Fred Servello of the Univ. of Maine, College of Natural Sciences, Forestry, and Agriculture for his enthusiastic support as our Administrative Advisor during the past year.  We welcome Dr. Mark Hutton, Associate Director of the Maine Agricultural and Forest Experiment Station, as our new Administrative Advisor.  

c) Greg Porter from the University of Maine for his leadership and service as our project coordinator, including shepherding the special grant through each year.

d) The University of Maine technical and professional staff for their extensive efforts planting, rogueing, sampling, harvesting, packing, and shipping seed potatoes from the NE1731 seed potato nursery.

e) Mark Clough of North Carolina State University for his leadership during this annual meeting and for his on-going database management efforts on behalf of the NE1731 project.

f) Brad Halladay of Medius Ag for attending this meeting, presenting an overview of VDM, and discussing opportunities for use of VDM to manage data from our potato variety trials.  

g) All NE1731 presenters, potato breeders, industry collaborators, and trial cooperators for their dedication to our group effort and their intellectual engagement in the process of potato improvement, selection, and variety development.  We are fortunate to have such good collaborators!

19. Other Business – none
20. Adjournment – 11:25 am.
