W1002 Multisite Research Meeting
Oregon State University

November 27, 2007

MEETING MINUTES

Present: Host – Emily Ho (OSU), Tammy Bray (OSU), Connie Weaver (Purdue), Joy Winzerling (UAz), Cynthia Thomson (UAz), Barbara Stoecker (OkSU), Barry Shane (Berkeley), Janos Zempleni (UN), Rich Bruno (UConn), Andy Clifford (UC-Davis)

Absent: Denis Medeiros (KSU), Eric Decker (UMass), Sung Koo (UConn), Mary Ellen Camire (UM), Judy Driskell (UN).
Meeting was called to order at 8:30 am.

Introductions were made by each individual investigator following a brief welcome from the Oregon State University Associate Dean College of Agriculture, Dr. Larry Curtis and Dr. Tammy Bray.

Dr. Ho announced the successful submission of the W1002 5-year renewal grant and requested names of potential reviewers. A minimum of 5 reviewers are needed, ideally 10 names to be considered for potential review. Reviewers should be established researchers in nutrition science who are employed at land-grant universities and represent wide geographic distribution and broad expertise that is within the realm of the grant proposal (i.e. targeting bone, cancer, iron and bioactive food components). Reviewers should be familiar with multisite USDA grants, but not be a collaborator of the current investigators.  The list is due to USDA by January 15, 2008. Dr. Ho requested that names be submitted to her electronically within the next 2 weeks; 7-8 names did arise as a result of the discussion.

Dr. Ho then reviewed the meeting agenda and the goals of the face-to-face meeting.
USDA Report was provided by Dr. Etta Saltos.

USDA grant budgets update. The budget is in a continuing resolution through December 14, 2007. HATCH funding appears relatively stable for next year. However, the president requested an increase in NRI-section 406 integrated food safety, water quality for next year which could indirectly result in reduced nutrition science funds related to reallocation. This same scenario could take place in order to fund House directives regarding 20M for biofuels research. The Senate supports additional funds for Biofuels research 9also 20M). Overall the current discussions may result in modest cuts with the exception of Biofuels research.
Dr. Saltos reviewed several documents with the attendees including:

1. ASN Health and Nutrition Public Policy newsletter of November 20, 2007. Action alert regarding the farm Bill and related research funds. Dr. Saltos suggested we stay abrest as the new bill evolves and is voted upon. Ideally designated funds for food research will remain within the Farm Bill as currently drafted.
2. USDA “ONE SOLUTION”. Updates coming. Goal is to develop a single-entry point for web-based research tracking.

3. Joint priority – 32.0/71.1: Functional Foods and Obesity research.
4.  IFT-ASN call for letters of intent (LOI). Due date: 11/30/07. Dr. Weaver is proposing a grant writing workshop led by David Morrison that would bring together junior scientists/young investigators to cultivate clinical nutrition-Food science research projects and programming. Ten research teams would be funded for attendance. April due date for applications.

5. Summary documents – CSREES Food and Nutrition Research Opporutnities. Dr. Saltos announced that both Dr. Bruno and Dr. Thomson have received USDA funding for new BAFC research projects. In 2007 150 LOI; 75 invited applications; 20% success rate. Human nutrition and Obesity –no LOI, 80 applications received.
6. Integrative Research Projects. – LOGIT Model required in future application. No greater than 75% of budget can be directed to any one component.
7. USDA Center for Food Policy and Promotion announced new leadership

Station Reports

Station research reports were provided in the following order:

1. Barbara Stroecker – Oklahoma State Univ – effects of zinc on maternal and child cognition; cadmium and dried prune and health.
2. Connie Weaver – Purdue – Phytoestrogens and bone health

3. Joy Winzerling – Univ Arizona – Iron research in mosquitos; cell penetrating peptides as new methodology for studying the role of minerals in infectious disease.

4. Richard Bruno – Univ Connecticut – obesity, non-alcoholic liver disease and green tea; vitamin E and nonalcoholic steatorrhic hepatic disease.

5. Barry Shane – Berkeley – Folate metabolism using mathematical modeling; gene-folate interactions; epigentics of folate.

6. Andy Clifford – Univ California Davis – Vitamin E deposition in man; quantification of total folate in whole blood; folate in beer.

7. Janos Zempleni – Univ of Nebraska – Epigenetics, chromatin structure and gene function related to biotin status; histone biotinolation.
8. Emily Ho – Oregon State Univ -  Diet and prostate cancer –epigenetic events; HDAC/methylation; cruciferous vegetable feeding studies.

9. Cynthia Thomson – Univ Az – Dietary interventions in cancer prevention; USDA vegetable feeding trial

Investigators then participated in a tour of nutrition science research laboratories and were provided with an overview of select research projects being conducted at OSU including those related to bone health, fatty acids, alcohol and epigenetics.

An enjoyable dinner with related collaborative conversation was provided at the home of Dr. Tammy Bray.

Further discussions:

The W1002 selected Dr. Thomson (current secretary for the group) to be the 2008 Chairperson and Dr. Barbara Stroecker will serve as the upcoming secretary and 2009 Chair.
