NCERA-197 Agricultural Safety and Health Research and Extension
Annual Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 21, 2019
1:00 pm-5:00 pm (Eastern Time)
Wednesday, May 22, 2019
8:00 am-12:00 pm (Eastern Time)

National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA 800 9th Street SW; 
Washington, DC 20024
For those that could not make the face-to-face meeting, NIFA arranged a call-in service

Toll-Free Call-in #: 888-844-9904 

Access code: 99-204-33 

Four documents have been attached to the end of this agenda. 
a) Minutes of November 14, 2018 NCERA-197 Meeting Conference Call
b) Minutes of the May 16, 2018 NCERA-197 In-Person Meeting

c) NCERA197 2015-2020 Objectives
d) Appendix E: Active list of participants identified in NIMS System
Tuesday, May 21
1:00pm Chair Dee Jepsen called the meeting to order and performed roll call of membership.
Members in attendance:

John Shutske, University of Wisconsin Madison

Marsha Salzwedel, National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety

Dee Jepsen, Chair, Ohio State University

Aaron Yoder, University of Nebraska Lincoln and University of Nebraska Medical Center Omaha

Linda Fetzer, Penn State University

Connie Baggett, Penn State University

Michael Pate, Secretary, Penn State University

Marshall Martin, Administrative Advisor, Purdue University

Bob Aherin, University of Illinois

Bill Field, Purdue University

Karen Funkenbusch, University of Missouri

Brad Rein, USDA NIFA

Steven Thomson, USDA NIFA

Mark Purschwitz, University of Kentucky

Chris Johnston, University of Maryland

Paul Ayers, University of Tennessee

Farzaneh Khorsandi, University of California Davis

Chuck Schwab, Iowa State University

Walter Brace, ASABE

Marcel Hacault, Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

Brad Husberg, NIOSH

Guest: Kelly Chege, Penn State University graduate student

Welcome and introductions were made by Administrative Advisor Martin and Chair Jepsen. Administrative Advisor Martin reported the committee has been completing paper work and required documentation for the NIMSS system but will need to submit the continuation request in September for the next five year project. Martin stressed the need to complete the final report of this five-year project to facilitate the approval of the committee next project. Martin reported NIFA will be moving and to consider this in as part of the planning process for next year.
Guests Paul Ayers and Chris Johnston shared their interests and area of expertise in agricultural safety. Chair Jepsen encouraged them to complete the membership requests with their experiment station administrators.

Chair Jepsen called for committee members to review the meeting agenda. Committee member Karen Funkenbusch reported corrections on spelling of her name and dates. Dr. Field requested addition to the agenda concerning the discussion of the Journal of Agricultural Safety and Health editorial on homemade ROPS, and discussion on the 2018 summary report of Confined Space incidents. Connie Baggett made the motion to accept the corrected agenda with John Shutske second. Agenda was approved by the committee. 

Chair Jepsen called for a review of the Fall Conference Call Minutes. Corrections of names were requested and removal of participant Marsha Salzwedel. Member Schwab made the motion to accept the corrected minutes and seconded by Member Funkenbusch. Minutes were approved by the committee. 
Objective 1. National Research Agenda Review: Update– 

Chair Jepsen opened discussion with committee members on reviewing the Current Project Objectives. Members discussed topics as emerging including technology (UAV) and rural health issues such as Opioid abuse. Membership discussed that outreach, education, training, and engineering are areas the committee holds expertise. Additional discussion was generated on a lack of engineering expertise within the committee as well as expertise on rural health issues such as stress or substance abuse. Other comments highlighted the applied research that committee members should focus on. Additional comments noted the intersect of AgrAbility and farmer health. Summary comments noted to focus on committee expertise in safety and health. Pate commented on status of the revision to the research agenda. The revision of the agenda would be a launch point for the next five-year project. 
Objective 4. Encourage research & Outreach at land grant universities Discussion - 
Report on eXtension and FReSH update was provided (Funkenbush and Fetzer). Strategies for engaging Ag Program Leaders survey to communicate the need for agricultural safety and health in extension programs (Shutske); and use the survey as a template to determine future priorities (especially among all 1862, 1890, 1990, & 1994 institutions). Bill Field noted that we should go to the 1890 institutions because they often lack funding. Membership discussed cultural topics to add to the next five-year project relevant to 1890 and 1994 institutions. 
Objective 2. Develop a white paper on a current topic and it’s impact on public policy & technology: Update on ATV White Paper – (Khorsandi).
A presentation of the paper was made by Khorsandi. ISASH 2019 will have a round table discussion and ASABE will have a concurrent session on the White Paper concerning ATV Safety. Current draft version is 90% complete and seeking additional input. Field ask about the addition of insurance and non-coverage as industry is resistant to cover farms with ATVs. Policy recommendations were discussed by Aaron Yoder. Target date of June 20th for feedback from committee members to supply Khorsandi. 
Field shared that Purdue was working on revising the Farm Rescue book. Field will be using the DAACUM process. Additional discussion was made on potentially adding a white paper on emergency preparedness as part of the next five-year project.

Afternoon break was taken
Objective 3. Collaborate with other organizations – 

National Children’s Center project update (Salzwedel) – ATV informational card request was made for input from committee members. New project on ATV outreach safety. child.safety.org email Marsha with feedback. There is an opportunity for other organizations to co-brand ATV materials with National Children’s Center.

Bob Aherin shared an open position for Assistant/Associate Professor at University of Illinois.
ASHCA Roundtable Sessions at ISASH Conference to be held. 


Bill Field shared the draft editorial that ROPs are not homemade. Field shared that Agriculture teachers do not know the difference between a grade five and a grade eight bolt. The report was shared that no high school agriculture program should be installing ROPs on tractors as a service project. 
Objective 5. Update on ASABE Standards by Walter Brace – Numerous safety updates were shared with the committee. Revision in place to look for at the 2019 ASABE AIM in Boston. Committee members were encouraged to participate in the standard development process. 
Chair Jepsen provided closing comments. Committee recessed until Wednesday June 22 at 8:30am. 
Wednesday, May 22
At 8:33am Chair Jepsen called the meeting back into session.

Discussion was led by Chair Jepsen on Objective 6. Work to increase infrastructure support for agricultural safety and health within the land grant system: 

A reminder was provided by Pate on the Google Form to collect committee efforts. Updates were made on research activities, conference participation, and manuscripts. Chair Jepsen shared that partnering in capacity with Rural health and leaders from Michigan State would be helpful. Other comments noted potential with Risk Management Centers focusing on Human and Legal Liability.
Chair Jepsen lead discussion on the next Steps for NCERA Project Renewal.
Consideration was mentioned to seek funding to host a conference with 1890 faculty in coordination with the ISASH 2020 Conference in Asheville, NC. It was discussed that this could be a pre-conference activity supported through a NIOSH grant application. The format could be a Leadership Academy to mentor individuals in the areas of rural health, agricultural engineering, and agricultural business/economics. 
Marshall added to consider stress associated with climate change affecting planting seasons and rushing work resulting in more injuries.

Discussion was made on the new project potentially collaborating with NAMIC, agriculture teachers, and Women in Agriculture. 
A morning break was taken 
Marcel indicated a center in Saskatchewan has potential identify students for PhD programs. Bob and Marshall noted that to focus on sustainability of the profession would be needs driven especially when communicating with Deans.
Program/Agency Updates
USDA NIFA – (Thomson)
Jepsen and Steven Thomson shared the RFA on Mental Health / Rural Stress.

NORA/NIOSH/Ag Centers – (Husberg)
No report

AgSafe BC formerly FARSHA – (Wendy Bennett)
No report

CASA – (Hacault)
Mental health struggle was noted among farming community and gaining attention. Government hearings to be held on recommendations to improve resilience. Grain safety and firefighting training Conference in Quebec. First ever negligence case in Canada was handed down by court to a father. 

ASHCA – (Yoder)
Aaron Yoder shared a conference update and the retirement of ASCHA’s Executive Director. New leadership is connecting to USDA NIFA.

AgrAbility – (Field)
Bill Field shared the most recent newsletter from the National Project. It was requested to spread the word about the move on grain entrapments.

ISASH – (Jepsen)

Chair Jepsen shared an update on the 2019 conference and potential 2020 conference.

National Children’s Center for Rural & Ag Safety and Health (Salzwedel)

Child Agricultural Injury Prevention Workshop will be held at ISASH and two other locations this year. Resource guides are available in Spanish and French. Ag Work Guidelines are being finalized and updated.
Other agency and organization updates (Others)




No report
In the final comments from Administrative Advisor (Marshall) April 2020 will need an approved 2020-2025 project. The following timeline will guide our committee to this deadline:

• September- submit intent letter.
• October – Problem Statement & Methodology

• Dec/Jan – Internal review from Research Directors; and may ask for clarifications. The key will be to tell the story.
• Feb – NCERA Directors meeting – give final approval

• April – Receive notification of approval

Wrap up discussion/fall conference call to be scheduled. Members to look for a Doodle poll in summer. 
Adjourn – A motion was made by Aaron Yoder, and seconded by Bob Aherin to adjourn; all in favor approved.
NCERA-197 2015-2020 Project Objectives
1) Revise the National Agenda for Action document that was published by this committee in 2003 to provide land grant researchers and educators assistance in prioritizing agricultural safety and health issues.

2) Develop a white paper that addresses topics such as: 2.1. current and potential impact of existing and emerging technologies on safety and health in agriculture. 2.2. summary and impact of public policy and regulations related to agricultural safety and health.

3) Collaborate with other organizations (e.g., NIOSH Ag Centers, ASHCA, ASABE, ISASH) to sponsor regional or national conferences focused on safety and health issues associated with topics such as: livestock handling, best safety practices, organic and market growers, mental health, substance abuse, and public policy and regulations.

4) Encourage research and outreach at Land Grant universities that utilizes their expertise in addressing safety and health issues associated with agricultural injuries.

5) Encourage new and improved standards to reduce hazard and risk exposures within agriculture by investigating where the priority areas are within the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineering and other standard developing organizations and groups.

6) Work to increase infrastructure support for agricultural safety and health within the land grant system by: 
a) 6.1. continuing the support of the Farm and Ranch eXtension in Safety and Health (FReSH) Community of Practice at www.eXtension.org/AgSafety. 
b) 6.2. maintaining a current inventory of ongoing research and extension activities being conducted by various components of the Land Grant system. 
c) 6.3. providing appropriate recognition of Land Grant system researchers and educators who are addressing critical agricultural safety and health issues through nominations to current award mechanisms or creation of new mechanisms. 
d) 6.4. pressing the need for additional funding to be allocated to agricultural safety and health issues by creating a new committee within the NCRA system that is eligible for internal funds and experiment station acknowledgement, and 
e) 6.5. encourage and support positions of “agricultural safety and health specialist” in Land Grant colleges and universities to study, research, advise, teach agricultural safety issues and problems in each state.
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Participant Name

Aherin, Robert
raherin@uiuc.edu
Baggett, Connie
bbc@psu.edu
Bennett, Wendy
wendy@agsafebc.ca

Cedarquist, Scott
cedarq@asabe.org

Fetzer, Linda M
Imf8@psu.edu

Field, William
field@purdue.edu

Freeman, Steven A
sfreeman@iastate.edu
Funkenbusch, Karen E
funkenbuschk@missouri.edu

Hacault, Marcel L
mhacault@casa-acsa.ca

Husberg, Brad
bjh9@cdc.gov
Jepsen, Dee
jepsen.4@osu.edu
Maghirang, Ronaldo
rmaghir@ksu.edu
Pate, Michael L
mip79@psu.edu
Purschwitz, Mark A
purschwitz@uky.edu

Salzwedel, Marsha
salzwedel. marsha@mcrf.mfldclin.edu

Schwab, C.
cvschwab@iastate.edu

Shutske, John M
john.shutske@wisc.edu
Skjolaas, Cheryl A

skjolaas@wisc.edu

Slocombe, John
slocombe@ksu.edu

Yoder, Aaron
aaron.yoder@unmc.edu
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