NCERA 197

Conference Call Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
1:00 – 5:00pm (Eastern)
Thursday May 18, 2017
8:00 am – 12:00pm (Eastern)

National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA building

800 9th St. SW, Washington D.C. - Room 2311  
Phone connection: +1(888)844-9904 
Participant code: 99-204-33 
Members in Attendance:

Michael L. Pate, Utah State University

Aaron Yoder, University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Bob Aherin, University of Illinois

Dennis Murphy, Penn State University

Linda Fetzer, Penn State University

Bill Field, Purdue University

Dee Jepsen, The Ohio State University

Chuck Schwab – Iowa State University

Karen Funkenbusch, University of Missouri 

Mark Purschwitz, University of Kentucky

Cheryl Skjolass, University of Wisconsin

Kitty Hendricks, NIOSH

Aida Balsano, NIFA

Steven Thomson, NIFA

Scott Cedarquist, ASABE

Marshall Martin, Purdue University, Administrative Advisor

Marcel Hacault, Canadian Agricultural Safety Association 

Marsha Salzwedel, National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety

Beth Holtzman, Vermont Extension, representing National Women in Ag Program
Call to Order:

1pm (EST) - meeting was called to order by Committee Chair Michael Pate.

Roll call and introductions of members and 1 guest.
No additions to the agenda as distributed by Committee Chair Michael Pate.

Minutes of the Fall Conference Call meeting held on Friday, October 18, 2016 were reviewed by the committee. Motion by Aaron Yoder and seconded by Dennis Murphy to accept the minutes. Motion passed; Minutes were approved.

Marshall Martin provided welcoming comments. He thanked committee members who contributed to the Summary Report, and indicated the Research Agenda was submitted. He suggested (that if not already done), the Summary Report needs to be distributed to the appropriate NIFA leaders. The map on the cover showed good representation, and suggested we look for a representative from Michigan to replace a past member (Larry Olsen), and get additional members from MN, SD & ND.
This meeting will be to review our 2015-2020 Project Goals, and they will be reported by goal as discussed in the meeting: 

Objective 1: National Research Agenda Update (Murphy, Yoder and Pate) 
A report with info graphic was developed (special thanks to Serap Gorucu – a research associate at PSU – for her writing and graphic design). The review tabulated scholarly products between 2004 – 2015; there were a total of 1,121 journal articles, technical conference papers, and educational products. Two ag-focused journals published 60% of all peer-reviewed manuscripts: Journal of Agromedicine and Journal of Agricultural Safety and Health. A national map graphic showed distribution of products by state. Some educational products were found in Spanish and French versions. The priority area of ‘Special Populations and Enterprises’ was the priority area with the most products produced.
This document provides the snapshot of what our committee accomplished in the past, and will help set the new agenda. We need Action Plans, Funding, Key Players, Methods, etc. from Extension for the next 2-3 years. Discussion about adding a topic on ‘resident instruction’ or ‘collegiate training’ to gather more information about what is being taught and additional information such as: online vs traditional classroom; required vs. elective; syllabus content; who is offering the course. 
Up-coming work will be for authors to submit their work in Journal of Extension, ASABE conference technical papers and/or special issue articles, eXtension pdfs and links, NASD pdf articles, etc. NIFA can create a news release and link to NIMSS for the report. Submit this to all people identified in the report (NIOSH Ag Centers, other Research Centers, etc).

Story mapping can also be added to this document (quotes from users could be “I took this training, and now we have ear protection and use seat belts on my farm where I didn’t before the training”).

Another topic under this Objective discussed: NCC9 – Midwest Plan Service – Reported Fall 2015 White Paper. Our NCERA Chair should contact their committee chair and let them know that we met in DC. 

Updates for Objective 5: Encourage new and improved standards to reduce hazard and risk exposures within agriculture 
a) Reverse Signal Device for Ag Machinery – (Field)
Two JASH articles were published by Purdue on this topic. A recommended standard was submitted to ASABE, however voted down for multiple reasons. Some international standards are including this technology, but at this time not a mandatory standard for US / commercial machinery. Discussion about how some skid loaders must have audible signals, however this standard doesn’t apply to ag equipment. 

b) Field of Vision – (Field)
It may be possible to apply the same technology in SUV standards to ag equipment – where area around tractor can be seen. Industry standard development in this area is limited to committee members only. 
c) ANSI workshop on UAV’s. –  (Cedarquist) 

Machinery Systems 60 Committee includes spraying; and an ISO proposal from Germany is being written for pesticide application

d) Safety Colors for educational and training laboratories – (Pate & Richard Cavaletto)
This is in revision – requesting ESH committee members to review their documents.
e) Mobile platforms standards –  

Need to look at construction / greenhouse lifts that ride on heating rails. Wendy Bennet (FARSHA) will have more info about what she is seeing in Canada.

f) Bin Standard - continues to be bogged down – edits are required before a ballot can be submitted, but no projected date for when that will happen. Some items surrounding this issue include:

a. There is a general feel that the committee wants an engineer standard first - before there can be a best management practice / recommended practice standard;
b.  Opening greater than 23 inches (will need to re-engineer bin roofs)

c. No transfer station (except on the ladder)

d. No emergency shut-off 

e. No label for grain bin as confined space

f. Downgrade from danger to caution (cannot produce a product that is “dangerous”)
g. Label grain wagons (only complimentary by manufacturer – not required)
h. Anchor points for fall arrest - need a tie off recommendation established, then move forward with other committee/projects
i. Fumigants issues - (airtight with rubber seals) makes the bin design a much tighter vessel  
j. Wind load standard (civil engineering document) – doesn’t address bins
k. Age of bins – when do you decide when bins are no longer safe (Wayne Bauer is working on this issue) – will collapse on someone – NORA (may have a publication / information regarding this topic) 
l. Overall concern that small country elevators are transferring ownership and risk to farmers – who can manage the grain storage without OSHA compliance
m. Ladder/ rails on stairs

g) ASABE Standard Procedures – Scott Cedarquist

Why have standards? A Power Point presentation was given outlining the standards process; describes committee and collaboration of stakeholder groups. “ANSI is not a law, it is an organization.”

Objective 2: Next White Paper Topic

Thanks to Dr. Field and also past Chair Dr. Yoder for their work on the past White Paper. Discussion about the process of white papers – and the benefits/incentives that get committee members involved to lead and write them. Future topics to explore include: 

• Emerging Technologies 

• Public Policy - especially for documents that apply to child labor in agriculture, SAY resources, Texas A&M may have regulations for youth working on farms, other labor codes (compare & contrast to Canada), 

• Falls – possible resources include 2017 Injury Facts, NORA, NIOSH & OSHA ladder standards & other working at heights recommendations, AgrAbility work surface recommendations to prevent trips & falls, hay holes, and application to agricultural workers as support service personnel (electricians, builders, Amish builders, forage & grain storage structures), self-propelled platforms for picking instead of using ladders.  A team of Skjolass, Jepsen, & Funkenbusch will start to put an outline together for further discussion.  

Review Committee Efforts and Membership Roster (Pate)

• John Shutske put together a survey earlier this spring to identify ag safety personnel in the U.S. NCERA committee could use this list as possible future committee members.

• Scott Cedarquist will stay on representing ASABE

• Can invite others: Kerrie from KS; 1890’s from Missouri, Pennsylvania, Tusgee; need to get all PI’s from the NIOSH Ag Centers & AgrAbility projects; possible new faculty in Florida & UCDavis;

• Michael started a Google Doc and asked everyone to add their tasks completed towards the NCERA Committee Goals 
• Northeast coalition work – outreach project (5yrs) – Training for agritourism in county Extension

• IL – online course (1 hr sessions X2) for farmer NIOSH EIC training session in Chicago. Pilot ready for June/July – replicate what GEAPS is doing with ‘safety during bin erection’

• Indiana – Purdue study of 165 kids suffocating in grain wagons led to a Susan Harwood Training Grant @ agconfinedspaces.org; 5-part curriculum for teachers: teaching young and beginning workers 

eXtension and FReSH update (Yoder and Fetzer)
Fetzer provided activity report – 105 members from over 40 universities & organizations;  answered 50 “Ask and Expert’ questions; 161 published articles; social media presence on Facebook and Twitter; 

Top FReSH articles 2016-17 are: National Safe Tractor and Machinery Operation Program, Mechanical Hazards, Preventing Bale Fires, Safety in Ag for Youth (SAY), Job instructional training, Tire Safety: Expiration Dates, Preventing Tractor Overturns, Skid Steer Safety
Women in Ag update (Funkenbusch and Guest Beth Holtzman)

National multi-state teams are organized into 4 broad teams with one focused on Farm Safety, Mechanization and Ergonomics (Karen is lead for this group). Looking for additional train-the-trainer projects with evaluation instruments to add to their online resources. Number of women farmers are increasing and they want information tailored to their situation. Possible topics discussed: risks working with animals, ergonomics, full-body vibration, mechanization. This national team is doing story mapping, social media, and videos for “how to” targeting women and women issues.

Recess of business agenda.
Resume Discussion of 2015-2020 Project Goals: Thursday, May 18 at 8am
Objective 3: Collaborate with other organizations (e.g., NIOSH Ag Centers, ASHCA, ASABE, ISASH)

Because there are others working in agriculture with diverse target audiences, can we ask questions about future needs from these groups?
• Public Health – NIOSH ERC Centers, HHS, Rural Health/Rural Medicine
• National Children’s Center Revised Guideline Update - Salzwedel 

Ag Youth Work Guidelines (steering committee) – every 3 days a child dies, every 33 days is an injury – injuries going down – 

Federal Child labor laws: FLSA 1938, updated in 1970; updated non-ag in 2010; tried in 2011/stalled in 2012; 

Age Appropriate Tasks (NAGCAT) 62 jobs: Developed in 1990’s; Changes since then technology & diff jobs; posters developed but these are not like the Internet; not interactive on mobile devices; and need to be culturally appropriate; and adaptive to equipment color 

Steering Committee – Pate, Hard, Blahey, Boswell, Eric Vanasso (Mutual Insurance NAMIC), Murphy, 4-H, FFA, farm parents, etc. 

Link:  afa.065.myftpupload.com/work/

Will be interactive – “Can they do…”

What supervisions are needed; modified for tractor colors, skin tones, etc

Communication plan for reaching help, but not a distraction (cell phone);

Debut at ISASH – 20 guidelines – work in next phase will complete 30 more

• National insurance company associations, ag risk inspection schools, worker comp insurance, etc. Nationwide (insurance company) is being asked to sponsor projects, and need to have a concerted effort of where to go with their efforts! 
• ASABE – have specific committees to reach out: specialty crop engineering/lighting & marking/etc. 
ASABE will have a Special Issue specifically on ag safety and health; Discussion about the types of topics to include:
Coalition building; Importance of Standards; Lighting & Marking; Sensors and/or wearable technology; Progression of ROPS; Assistive Technology; Farmers perspective of technology & size; Student involvement and or safety as a career; international connections; Drone UAS/autonomous vehicles; Ergonomics; Confined Spaces & falls;  

This is an opportunity to include NCERA work and products reported to ASABE members; there can be links to our White Papers in the respective topic sections.
Objective 4. Encourage research and outreach at Land Grant universities that utilizes their expertise in addressing safety and health issues associated with agricultural injuries. – (All)
• NCERA and other USDA groups –

Maintain regular contact with state Extension / Research Directors. Marshall will send out a letter to them about the importance of our agenda & objectives. 

• Academic Dept chairs in USDA regions  – they also meet regularly; NCAC – dept head committees; review at midterm review or new projects  
John Shutske’s national survey – went out to other academic depts to see if they are doing work in ag safety and health; How many safety leaders are tenure track?

Infrastructure support will be most crucial issues – How to maintain current Ag Safety positions; must include applied researchers too;

• EDEN just went through strategic plan – should have a place within the NCERA committee
• Marshall talked about C committees, and if we should try to create a committee that focuses on a Research Agenda. These committees actually receive funding to do the work; some are narrowly focused, and must have outputs. Our group feels we are the best to address any new initiatives that would be put forward. 
Additional discussion about Next Steps for Objective 1:  Should this be a new document (perhaps a Strategic Plan, not a National Agenda). Questions were asked, “Does Infrastructure come before topics?”  “Should this document focus on existing NCERA 197 objectives?”  It may be possible to use eXtension Foundation for Specific Projects.

Pate and Yoder – will draft something for next meeting
Objective 6. Work to increase infrastructure support for agricultural safety and health within the land grant system.  (Yoder, Fetzer, Pate, Hendricks, Murphy, Aherin)

• ASABE has a Safety Award – several NCERA members have already received this award;
Schwab – will look for other awards to submit for an NCERA member to ASABE; 

• Discussion about other groups that are working collaboratively include:  NE Consortium; 
IN, IL, OH – Multistate activity;
• PSU/Serap’s work for keeping record for outputs / journals / - where do we store it – NIMS annual reports / state Research Work reported through us here / can CRIS/REEPORT look at this report
• NIFA – will host traveling scholar to look into systems – ECOP, Associations, etc – to look at Ag Safety initiatives 

Agency Updates:
USDA NIFA – (Balsano and Thomson)
There is a budget in place, AgrAbility remains the same level as 2016 & YSEC added 4 years;
A new Secretary of Agriculture is in place;
Current NIFA initiatives: Ag Production (women, veterans) & Public Health initiatives;

Health and FCS – National Health Outreach conference (old Preister) – started attracting CDC outreach educators, Robert Wood Johnson, looking at systems approach to affect health; need to include occupational issues; farm safety should be involved at this conference; 
Funding for health – Lisa Shipley / Aida Balsano – important for Cooperative Extension to link frameworks to health model (handout provided).

Aida can help get more people invited to our NCERA committee meeting, however may need travel support for them to attend the meeting;

Brad Rein  – Stakeholder listener session (NIFA wide) – insight on the science/research/education/extension: will be 4-5 locations for broader input; technology for gaining input; need a list of stakeholders with POC

NIOSH – (Hendricks)
NIOSH wrapping up internal surveillance program – new tables on website – data for National Ag Worker survey will be released soon – 

Ag Surveillance Document to be released by director (next month), this is the last report
Hendricks will step down; and all dollars will go through Ag Centers/RO1; still have access from CFOI, CPSC Emergency report data, etc. 
Discussion about the future release of the President’s budget with potential cuts 18% HHS / 21% USDA (AFRI) and whether NIOSH Ag Center funding exist; 
CASA – (Hacault)
Grain Safety Program with mobile unit

Edmonton – Oct 3-5 emerging topics (annual meeting)

Legal marijuana – getting lumped into health & safety (cultivation safety practices)

Re-funding justification

ASHCA – (Murphy/Yoder)
Professional development & loss control course for people on farms July 25-28);
Another Ag Safety Summit (Feb 21-23) – in Scottsdale AZ – different structure - look for Frank Gasperini’s email

AgrAbility – (Field) 

NAP funded – NTW was in March (largest yet) – engaging with 1890 institutions;

Dull Knife Indian Reservation (1994) workshops, including violent crime with NAP and veteran; 3yr effort with CHS and Farmer Veterans grants; Open House w/ Home Grown by Heroes with Governor Pence; 
Website enhancement w/ 5 new adaptive aids per week and Webinars and DACUM process (core competencies) for developing a H&S graduate course (3credits online)
National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Safety and Health (Salzwedel)

(see above report)
Kristi Boswell – now working with Sonny Purdue, Secretary of Agriculture
Final comments from Administrative Advisor (Marshall)

Thanks for continuing efforts to keep objectives at the forefront, and infrastructure support – keeping students in the pipeline – keeping state representation around the table – and for maintaining the NIMS reports
Wrap up (Pate) – plan for a fall conference call
• Future conferences:

ISASH conference – Logan Utah, June 25 - 29
ASABE – Spokane Washington, July 17-20
EDEN – Moline Illinois, September 19 – 22

(21 abstracts received, space for 12 – Post conference is working with volunteers)
Aherin moved to adjourn, Funkenbusch seconded. Meeting adjourned at 12pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dee Jepsen.

