ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES OF CONTRIBUTING PROJECT TO 

COOPERATIVE REGIONAL PROJECT W-1185

Biological Control in Pest Management Systems of Plants

October 10-12, 1006
Tanque Verde Ranch, Tucson, Arizona

BUSINESS MEETING

8:30–9:00 AM Business Meeting (Saguaro Room)

· Welcome and Introductions.  Molly Hunter (2006 Chair) 

· Approval of 2005 minutes.  Minutes were approved.  

· Annual reports and deadlines for 2006 reports.  Please send reports to Lynn LeBeck by Nov. 15, 2006.  

· Election of Member-at-Large (for 2007).  Peter McEvoy, Oregon State University, was selected as Member-at-Large for 2007.  

· 2007 Annual Meeting Information. (Ross Miller, 2007 Chair, University of Guam). Ross Miller detailed several potential venues for the 2007 meeting.  Because Guam is a distant and costly location, he offered 3 locales in Hawaii.  The membership voted for a conference center in Volcano on the Big Island of Hawaii, with a second choice in Kona.   

9:00 – 10:00 AM Agency/Cooperator Updates

· USDA, ARS. Ernest S. Delfosse, ARS National Program Leader for Weed Science.  Delfosse discussed several issues relating to weed control and highlighted how global climate change may effect weeds in general (increasing tolerance to herbicides, more combustibles).  He mentioned ARS would be seeking reviewers for an upcoming national program review, so if anyone was interested, please let him know.  Priority areas for USDA-ARS (weeds) include support for systematists for overseas labs and invasive species.  

· USDA, CSREES and NRI Updates. Bob Nowierski , Bio-Based Pest Management National Program Leader, USDA CSREES.  Dr. Nowierski updated the members on the RAMP, Crops at Risk, and “Weedy and Invasives” programs, among others.  His full presentation will be posted on the W-1185 website.  He also discussed his new appointement to the APHIS PPQ Permitting Board of Advisors, and emphasized that the review of the NAPPO process and permitting/shipping issues in general, will be receiving high priority in the coming year.  General discussion about problems researchers have been experiencing with the process followed.  

· USDA, APHIS. CPHIST – Ken Bloem.  Ken reviewed the APHIS-CPHIST pest/biological control list, for projects they have been steering this past year.  

· USDA, ARS, European Biological Control Lab (EBCL) – Walker Jones.  Walker updated the status of EBCL in France and included information about their two satellite labs in Italy and Greece.  He briefly outlined their 5 year plan.  

· BBCA, Italy, and CABI – Joint project on perennial pepperweed, Massimo Cristofaro (BBCA) 

10:00 – 10:30 AM Coffee Break 

10:30 – 11:20 PM W1185 Project renewal (discussion led by Molly Hunter and Lynn LeBeck)

a) Discussion of current goals and objectives – do we want to modify?  The members considered the current Goals and Objectives for the project and revised several objectives and created a new Goal (outreach).  These will form the backbone for the renewal project, work on which is starting now. 

b) New issues for next 5 years work

c) Writing the proposal: assignment of small tasks.  Discussion centered around “how” the document would be written this year.  Emphasis will be placed on the strongest multistate components of our work.  We will remove the “matrices” that was appended 5 years ago, and also emphasize the considerable outreach implemented by the members and highlight that in a new Goal.  A draft should be ready for the group to work on by the end of January 2007.  

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
Many of the presentations will be posted on the website as PDF files, as customary in previous years.  

Fundamental research in support of biological control. (Molly Hunter and Ted Evans, co-organizers)

11:20 Implications of parasitoid life history research for whitefly biological control. Mark Asplen, University of Arizona.  

11:40 Parasitoid foraging behavior and biological control. Jen White, University of Arizona.

12:00 – 1:00 PM Lunch at reserved tables in main dining room

1:00 The use of neutral genetic markers for biological control. Richard Stouthamer, University of California, Riverside. 

1:20 How an examination of molecular population structure of proposed agents may benefit biological control efforts: A case study with Ceutorhynchus spp. on garlic mustard. Steve Rauth, Colorado State University. 

1:40 Herbivores caught in the squeeze between diet and disease. Peter McEvoy, Oregon State University.

2:00 Genetics and host specificity of Psylliodes sp. near chalcomera, a potential candidate for the biocontrol of yellow starthistle. Massimo Cristofaro, BBCA, Italy. 

2:20- 2:40 Coffee Break

2:40 The contribution of predator and pathogen biodiversity to pest suppression. Ricardo A. Ramirez II and Bill Snyder, Washington State University.

3:00 “One, two, three…?” Impact of single versus multiple biocontrol agents. Ted Evans, Utah State University.

3:20 Exploring the relationship between predator biodiversity and biological control. Bill Snyder, Washington State University

3:40 Do spotted and diffuse knapweed provide evidence for the novel weapons hypothesis? Ruth Hufbauer, Colorado State University.

4:00 – 4:20 PM Coffee Break

4:20 – 5:00 Topics in Weed Biological Control

4:20 Selecting weed targets for classical biological control. Rich Hansen, USDA, APHIS.

4:40 A two-year survey of vine mealybug and its parasites in the European-Mediterranean area. Renè Sforza, USDA, ARS, EBCL.

5:00-6:00 Free time

6:00-8:00 PM Ranch BBQ outside in the Cottonwood Grove

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2006

8:00 – 8:30 AM  Breakfast 

8:30 – 12:00 Seeking concurrence: A discussion of the ethical choices made in biological control (Del Delfosse, Organizer)

8:30 Introduction. Ernest Delfosse, USDA ARS

Biological control codes of conduct and behavior

8:45 NAPPO and TAG. Bob Nowierski, USDA, CREES.

9:05 The code of conduct for biological control of weeds. Joe Balciunas, USDA ARS.

9:25 A best-practices certification process through IOBC. George Heimpel, University of Minnesota.

The ethical decisions: Difficult choices in a fuzzy world

9:45 Olive fruit fly as an example of the difficulties of arthropod host-specificity testing. Kent Daane, Marshall Johnson, Russell Messing, and Charlie Pickett. University of California, Berkeley.

10:05 Break

10:30 Uromyces heliotropii and attack on threatened and endangered species. Del Delfosse, USDA, ARS.

10:50 Ethical decisions in the process of risk assessment of Ceratapion basicorne for biological control of yellow starthistle. Lincoln Smith, USDA, ARS.

11:10 Ethics of targeting grasses for biological control. John Goolsby, USDA, ARS, Weslaco, TX.

12:00 Noon Meeting Adjourned.

