Minutes and Report of the Technical Committee Meeting 
UDC Campus

6/12/2017-6/13/2017
Members Present:  Prema Ganganna (UDC), Sabine O’Hara (UDC), Sarah L. Francis (ISU), Nancy Cohen (UMass), Chery F. Smith (UMN), Matthew Delmonico(URI), Ingrid Lofgren(URI), Furong  Xu(URI), William J. Belden (Rutgers), Melissa Marra (WVU), David Buys (MSU), Kathleen Woolf (NYU), Judith Gilbride (NYU), Nadine Sahyoun (UMD)
· The 2016 annual meeting notes were unanimously approved.  David Buys (MSU) was elected as the new member-at-large (2 year term)
· All stations discussed project-related successes during the 2016-17 year. 

· The team broke into smaller groups to discuss and revised the experiments listed under each  NE-1439 research objectives. The goal was to show better collaborative cross the sites and show better impact.

· Objectives 1 (Melissa and Bill)

· Objective 2 (Nancy, Prema, Chery, Sabine, Nadine)

· Objective 3 (Judith, Kathleen, Sarah, Ingrid, Matt, David, Furong)
USDA update (Mallory Koenings)
· Mallory was introduced as a guest speaker to discuss USDA update and grant opportunities
· Member introduced themselves to Mallory
· USDA updates by Mallory
· Staff updates: Program coordinators for institution of food security/safety challenge 
· USDA grant opportunities

· Change: Back in October, NIFA, EFNEP, and three other USDA agencies, now all come under one grant system (ezFedGrants). If your state manages Hatch, you may or may not interacted with that system yet. This new system helps streamline the agency’s grant application and award process, such as strengthen financial oversight
· No-cost extensions that would increase the length of an award to 3, 4, 5 years can be granted one time by a land-grant university.  If requesting a no-cost extension that would increase the length of an award to a 6th year you will need to follow the process outlined in the handout Mallory provided. 
· Funding opportunities
· AFRI foundational function & efficacy of nutrients

· 12% success rate to 14%

· AFRI education and literacy initiative which allows support for undergraduate, pre-doc and post-doc
· Topics: Doesn’t has to be childhood obesity as long as it fits program descriptions (RFA)
· Collaboration: For the undergraduate one, still need to have partner. The funding support students who may not have had access those type of experience (e.g., you have bod pod at URI but another university might don’t  have)
· Funding support for students: Funding goes students like tuition support, student travel support
Project update (Sabine O’Hara)

· Emphasized the collaboration efforts and increase multi-disciplinary 
· Good interdisciplinary representation in our group

· Good progress for research efforts as there are more collaborative works not so much site specific
· Going forward
· Consider a way to better share information within the group
· Frame the big theme in a way that is easily communicate with people in other fields that could be beneficial just in generating additional resource and additional interests of collaborators in related  field

· 2018 farm  bills – make sure nutrition and health stay prominently focus in the farm bills
NIH update Joseph Lyndon 
· Ingrid introduced Joseph Lyndon

· Sarah provided Dr. Lyndon a overview of the group work
· Dr. Lyndon: NIA has four divisions and he is the program officer for DGCG
· Division of Aging Biology (DAB)

· Division of Behavioral and Social Research (DBSR)

· Division of Geriatrics and Clinical Gerontology (DGCG)

· Division of Neuroscience (DN)

· Dr. Lyndon suggested that team members resist trying to answer every single question and to chase after the specific topics (RFA). In fact, 85% people are not funded by RFA (specific topics)
· Dr. Lyndon explained program project: 

· $1.5 million top
· have at least 3 related research projects  that share a common focus

· have an administrative core to lead the project
· NIA also prefers training (e.g., graduate student training, new investigators <10 years)
· Need to get a approval from NIA before apply

· Strong preliminary data

· Strong justification

*GSI – Grant score index, out of hand of program officers

· NIA grant mentor program to help new research to apply grant like K01Mentored Research Scientist Development Awards: An early or mid-career award for individuals with some prior postdoctoral research experience (fresh out of PhD 1-2 years) 

Solicit Grant Funds – pilot data show capabilities 

Grant for mid-career researchers who made a switch 

CSR website – information available for Junior researchers who want to become grant reviewers
IAGG Symposium presentation practice session of what will be presented at IAGG
· Went through different part of presentation and make it more cohesive

· David and Judith– the goal of symposium is to expose audiences to what the multistate research mechanism is. Then talking about our specific NE 1439 (history, objectives, strength of our group,  introduction the order of today’s presentations)
· Questions and feedback
· Nancy, Melissa, Kathleen & Sarah – Specific multi-state project: Recommendations to support enabler of healthy eating in older adults in diverse communities –This project focuses on neighborhood influence on food choices.  Use the environment factors to explain food factors. Background information, theory model (environment, policy), method (focus group), recommendations to improve key health eating enablers including affordability,  knowledge, transportation  accessibility, living accommodations, social support and empowerment. 
· Questions and feedback
· Matt’s presentation was their project on indentify sarcopenia in older women using current definitions.  Sarcopenia definition, working group criteria, results, discussion. 
· Question and feedback
· Sarah’s presentation was about the project factors influencing the nutritional risk and food intake of community-residing older adults, dietary factors, consequences of malnutrition, research design, dietary screening tool (DST), results, conclusions. 
· Question and feedback
· Melissa’s presentation was improving weight status in obese middle-aged and older men  through tele-nutrition.  Background information, guidelines, rational, purpose, design, results, and discussion. 
· Question and feedback
· All presentations will be revised based on team members feedback and comments

Tour of UDC gardens
Team dinner sponsored by Dr. O’Hara, Dean of CAUSES
6/13/2017 (NE1439 Annual Meeting, Day 2)
Discussion of future meeting dates and locations. Possible locations: RI, MA, NH, Iowa
· 2018 meeting could be hosted in Boston, MA right after American Society of Nutrition.  Rhode Island could be another option.  Ingrid and Sarah will discuss this further and find out which one is more economic. Once finalized, host will be in-charge of arrangements and scheduling guest speakers. 

· 2019 meeting could be hosted in New Jersey or Iowa. William and Sarah for prepare estimates for the team by the 2018 annual meeting.

· Possible dates: 2018 June 13-15; 2019 TBD
About zoom meeting (Tele-conference)
· Sarah suggested to decide topics ahead of time for each zoom meeting, also guest speakers, administration things to discuss for each zoom meeting.
· August 2017 zoom meeting is about annual report (online this year). Sarah will walk people through the process

Research Presentation: NE 1439 Changing the health trajectory for older adults through effective diet and activity modification
· UDC research assistants ( Aisha Moten, Tornia Anderson Morgan, Melissa Fett, Michelle Jasso) and Dr. Prema Ganganna presented one NE1439 research project which was to identify barriers for people to access healthy food and  implementing some forms of intervention to eliminate those identified barriers. 
Revised NE1439 Research objective 2 (MA, MN, DC)
· Group reviewed, revised and finalized the objective 2 to make sure it was global rather than site specific

Identify 2018 goals: what do we want to achieve during 10/1-2017-9/30/2018

· Collaborative projects and/or grant applications

· Kathleen and Ingrid will working on resubmission for a USDA grant: AFRI education and literacy initiative, NYU and URI will take the lead

· Begin to working on a special issue for  Topics in Clinical Nutrition,  NYU and MSU will lead

· Finalize common core questions

· Active recruit new members

· Joint publications  
· 2-3 joint manuscripts will be published
Revised NE1439 Research objective 2 (MA, MN, DC)

· Group reviewed, revised and finalized the objective 2 to make sure it was global rather than site specific as well as no overlapping with other objectives

Research presentation: Association of serum carotenoids and leukocyte telomere length in a middle-aged Appalachian population. 

· Melissa and Bill presented their study that was a collaborative effort between Rutgers and WVU.  The presentation was about what the study was (telomere), where it was done, how it has been done. Their results revealed that dietary carotenoids correlated with serum levels, an inverse relationship between carotenoid and telomere. 
Annual research award discussion (David Buys)

· Can self-nominate or nominated by someone from our group
· Keep the criteria as simple as possible

· Full CV

· One page description on  NE1439 

· Leadership to NE1439 and the field

· Priority to joint efforts with NE1439 members

· Training of any kind including students, community members, professional, etc.

· No financial incentive

· Whoever won this award will be the keynote speaker for the following year

· Deadline: 

· January 15

· E-board phone call by February 15

· Award will be announced by March 1
· Name: Research Excellence Award

· It will be coordinated by member-at-large

· If member-at-large is a candidate for the award, the secretary will assume responsibilities for this award. 
· Approval of the Research Excellence Award and its criteria and procedure. 

· All members voted unanimously, and it passed. 
What to achieve during 10/1/2017-9/30/2018 (continued)
· Topics in Clinical Nutrition, Aim for publication in June 2018, proceeding from IAGG symposium, future directions in nutrition, physical activity and aging.  Abstracts due to Judith by October 15 (250 words) and she will reply by November 15 with feedbacks. 
NE 1439 Brochure review

· Indicate places where changes are needed and give it to Sarah

2:10-2:30pm Wrap-up

3:00pm Adjourn 
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