Minutes of NC1034 Annual Meeting 3/16/2013

The annual Business Meeting of NC1034 “Impact Analyses and Decision Strategies for Agricultural Research” was held in conjunction with the group’s annual research conference held in Tucson, Arizona March 15-16, 2013.  The research conference theme was “Biotechnology Trade and Transfer: Barriers and Opportunities” (see attached conference program).  

Conference attendees: 

David Bullock, University of Illinois

Steven Miller, Michigan State University 

Wallace E. Huffman, Iowa State University

Tom Redick, Global Environmental Ethics Counsel

Gregory Graff, Colorado State University

David J. Spielman, International Food Policy Research Institute

Xingliang Ma, International Food Policy Research Institute

Charles Moss, University of Florida

Andrew Schmitz, University of Florida

Genti Kostandini, University of Georgia

Bradley J. Rickard, Cornell University

Yu Jin,  Shanghai University of Finance and Economics

George W. Norton, Virginia Tech

Russell Tronstad, University of Arizona

Tatiana Marquez, University of Arizona (USDA, National Needs Fellow)

Gan Jin, University of Arizona
The NC-1034 Business Meeting was held on March 16 1:00 – 2:00 pm 


Business Meeting Participants:

· Chuck Moss (Florida)

· Bradley Richard (Cornell)

· George Norton (Virginia Tech)

· George Frisvold (Arizona) 

· Marshall Martin (Purdue, AA) 

· Steven Miller (Michigan State) 

· Gregory Graff (Colorado State)

· David Bullock (Illinois) 

Report from Marshall Martin (Purdue) (project AA) We’re about halfwary way through our current 5-year authorized period of operations. 

· The past two years have experienced declines in participation.  Moving forward, we should consider if we want to continue operating as an NC unit or if we would like to consider changing to a CC.  Most NC units are developing protocols for research or developing data for research.  The NC1034 is currently more in line with a CC group where the focus is on sponsoring and hosting conferences to discuss topics.  

· We should have a roll call to identify those still associating themselves with the NC1034.  Several appear on the reports, but we have not heard from them in some time.  

· Annual NC reports due in December are third-party reviewed by department heads.  

Some participants noted that their institutions would support travel to participate in an NC project, but not a CC project.

It was also noted that a way to facilitate the NC unit status would be to produce a group publication as we have done with several book projects in the past.  A book effort was discussed, but conversation quickly switched and centered on special issues in journals.  One such special issue worth pursuing is the topic area “Economics of Research on Emerging and Invasive Biological Threats” that would focus on implications of emerging pathogens and pests for research and research management. The committee agreed this would be the topic to be explored in our next meeting and research conference.  The emphasis could be on merging biological research to economics.  Chuck Moss (Florida) brought up the issue of emerging and invasive biological threats and provided orange greening disease as a key issue affecting more than just Florida oranges.  Wheat rust was also brought to light.  Chuck also offered the possibility of having the University of Florida host the 2014 conference and business meeting.  

It was decided that an internet poll of participants be sent out to settle on a date for the conference, so that people could get it on their calendars sooner and to facilitate general announcements and participation of other scholars and government agency officials outside NC1034.  

Election of officers:

George Frisvold (Arizona) was nominated and elected to continue as project President and 

Steven Miller (Michigan State) was nominated and elected to continue as project Secretary

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

Biotechnology Trade and Transfer: Barriers and Opportunities
A Conference Organized by USDA Multi-State Research Project NC-1034
“Impact Analyses and Decision Strategies for Agricultural Research”

University of Arizona Campus, Tucson AZ, March 15-16, 2013

Friday, March 15 

7:30 – 8:15

~ Continental Breakfast / Registration ~
8:15 – 8:30 am

~ Welcome ~ 
George Frisvold, University of Arizona
8:30 – 10:00 am


The Economics of Labeling of GM Foods 

Wallace E. Huffman, Iowa State University and Jill McCluskey, Washington State University

The “Stacked” Pipeline of Biotech Crops and Regulatory/Market Barriers 

Tom Redick, Global Environmental Ethics Counsel

10:30 – noon


Not Quite a Myriad of Gene Patents: The changing landscape of U.S. patents that claim isolated nucleic acids 

Gregory Graff, Colorado State University, Devon Phillips, Zhen Lei, Pennsylvania State University, Sooyoung Oh, Pennsylvania State University, Carol Nottenburg, Cougar Patent Law, and Philip Pardey, University of Minnesota

Private Sector Incentives and the Diffusion of Agricultural Technology: Evidence from Developing Countries

David J. Spielman and Xingliang Ma, IFPRI

Noon – 1:30 pm 
~ Lunch Provided ~

1:30 – 3:00 pm


Genetically Modified Organisms and Agricultural Productivity: A State Dependent Analysis Charles B. Moss and Andrew Schmitz, University of Florida
Farmers’ Perceptions of Biopharming: Insights from a Tobacco Biopharming Survey 

Genti Kostandini, Michelle Hayes and Jeffrey Jordan, University of Georgia

3:30 – 5:00 pm


Optimal Licensing Contracts for Patented Fruit Varieties 

Bradley J. Rickard, Cornell University, Timothy J. Richards, Arizona State University, and Jubo Yan, Cornell University
The Economics of Co-Existence between GMO and Organic Agriculture 

Wallace Huffman and Jesse Strzok, Iowa State University

6:30 pm 

~ Dinner provided at Wilko ~




   http://www.barwilko.com/

   943 E University Blvd  Tucson, AZ 85719

   (520) 792-6684

   a 3 minute walk from the Marriott 

   a 7 minute walk from the Marley Building on the University of   

      Arizona campus (Conference site)

Saturday, March 16 

7:30 – 8:30 am

~ Continental Breakfast / Registration ~
8:30 – 10:00 am

Reduced US Funding of Public Agricultural Research and Extension Lower Future Agricultural TFP Growth Prospects

Yu Jin,  Shanghai University of Finance and Economics and Wallace Huffman, Iowa State University

Public R&D, Private R&D, and U.S. Agricultural Productivity Growth: Dynamic and Long-run Relationships 

Sun Ling Wang, Paul Heisey, Wallace Huffman, and Keith Fuglie

10:30 – noon

Donor Methods to Prioritize Investments in Agricultural Research and Development

George W. Norton and Jeffrey Alwang, Virginia Tech

Weed Resistance Management and the Future of Herbicide Resistant Crops

George Frisvold, University of Arizona

Noon – 1:00 pm 
~ Lunch Provided ~
1:00 – 2:00 pm 
NC-1034 Business Meeting

2:00 pm

~ Adjourn meeting ~
