Western Educational Research for Agriculture (WERA-207)

Annual Meeting, April 19-22, 2006 

DoubleTree Hotel, Boise, Idaho
Minutes - April 19, 2006
Meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the following present:
Members in attendance:  
David Cox, Administrative Advisor, University of Arizona


dcox@ag.arizona.edu
Jack Elliot, Co-Chair, University of Arizona 



elliot@ag.arizona.edu
Martin Frick, Co-Chair, Montana State University



mfrick@montana.edu
Debra Spielmaker, Secretary, Utah State University Extension (AITC)
debras@ext.usu.edu
Carl Igo, Montana State University




cigo@montana.edu
Monica Pastor, University of Arizona Extension (AITC)


mpastor@ag.arizona.edu
Greg Thompson, Oregon State University



greg.thompson@orst.edu
Members Absent:

Michael Swan, Washington State University)



mswan@wsu.edu
Non-member University Ag Educators & Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) Directors/Members

Brian Warnick, Utah State University




brian.warnick@usu.edu
Cary Trexler, University of California, Davis



cjtrexler@ucdavis.edu
Kathleen Cullinan, USDA National Program Leader


kcullinan@csrees.usda.gov
Jody Davis, Colorado Foundation for Agriculture



cowgirlpoetd@peoplepc.com
Bette Blinde, Colorado Foundation for Agriculture


bblinde@growingyourfuture.com
Erin Barkey, Colorado Foundation for Agriculture



Judy Roush, Ohio AITC






jroush@ofbf.org
Dennis Hellwinkel, Nevada AITC




dhell@oasisol.com
Judy Culbertson, California Foundation for Agriculture


jculbertson@cfbf.com
Dalene Hodnett, New Mexico AITC




dhodnett@zianet.com
Denise Stewardson, Utah State University Extension – AITC 

denises@ext.usu.edu
Grace Struiksma, Utah State University Extension – AITC 

graces@ext.usu.edu
Pamela Justice, University of Arizona Extension – AITC 


pjustice@ag.arizona.edu
Graduate Students
Cassie Brock, University of Arizona



brockc@email.arizona.edu
Heather Jepsen, University of Arizona



jepsenh@email.arizona.edu
Agenda Items

1. Introductions
2. Minutes of the April 20-23, 2005 annual meeting held in Prescott, Arizona, were reviewed and approved.  

3. Agenda for the meeting (prepared by J.Elliot) was reviewed and discussed as follows: 
a. Justification of Western Extension Research Academic Committee Project (WERA 207)Jack discussed an email message he had received from Dave Cox and Harriet Sykes, the USDA Administrative Analyst. H. Sykes was reminding D. Cox about the termination of WERA scheduled for 9/30/06, and stated that the committee had a few alternatives: 

(1) request an extension, (2) prepare either a revised or new project outline, (3) prepare a

WERA/WCC-207 petition. These options were addressed by D. Cox and discussed among the group. It was decided by the group to go for option 2.  J. Elliot said he would obtain the USDA Appendix A application and we would begin working on that document at our next morning meeting (4-20-06).
b. Accomplishments on WERA 207 Objectives:

Objective 1 – Thompson & Swan 
Develop a process to obtain categories and organize Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) baseline knowledge and data.  The information would be assembled in a research report and be used as a benchmark for the remainder of the committee’s existence and for further research.

Comments:

G. Thompson discussed that M. Swan and he had developed an e-mail survey and shared the results of 19 AITC state contacts that had responded. J. Elliot asked if any of the information gathered was a surprise. As the group looked over the data, D. Spielmaker mentioned that she was surprised at the number of Masters Degrees held by the respondents. She also mentioned that it might appear high because only 19 of a possible 50 states responded and that perhaps the most educated were also the most motivated. D. Spielmaker suggested that G. Thompson try the same survey next year within the confines of the AITC state report, in an effort to collect more data. M. Pastor mentioned that she was surprised to see the number of states that had matched AITC materials to align with state education standards.
D. Spielmaker reported under this Objective as some of her data collection from Objective 2 included benchmark data that addressed Objective 1. She specifically addressed the online state reports concerning baseline data and demographics. 

K. Cullinan asked how the group was defining agricultural literacy. M. Frick stated that most studies were using the definition of agricultural literacy he developed in the 80s. C. Trexler also briefly mentioned the National Ag Education Special Interest Group we was a member of concerning agricultural literacy.

Objective 2 – M. Frick and D. Spielmaker

Identify those specific components and practices, which correlate with AITC measurable program successes.  These would include:

a. Quality and Comprehensive program indicators that delineate program success, and

b. Data collected which supports analysis of successful components and correlates significant impacts with organizational structure, funding practices, and learner outcomes. 

Comments:

D. Spielmaker discussed the other information gathered in the online report relating to the organizational structure, and funding practices. She also collected information about AITC program impacts. The results and comparisons of the 2006 and 2005 survey (2005 and 2004 data respectively) can be viewed at http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/reports.htm. The 2006 (2005 data) survey will be posted June 1, 2006, along with program impacts. These impact statements are possible research areas. D. Spielmaker suggested that each state AITC program has raw data and opportunities for committee researchers. Funding is also available ($10,000-$20,000) for these types of projects through state AITC programs. She also mentioned that a number of the questions that had been asked for the last three years will be deleted from the current state report this year and that some of G. Thompson’s questions or any others that the committee would like collect through state reports is possible. Questions for consideration should be sent to D. Spielmaker by November 1, 2006. 
D. Spielmaker also reported that all of the data and the abstracts/papers concerning agricultural literacy from the Western Region Research (WRAEC) meetings had been posted on the web at this address: http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research.htm. She mentioned that she had not received any abstracts from members who have access to the National Agricultural Education Research Council (NAERC) meetings/CDs for the last three or four years. She would like to post these abstracts. If the members of the committee who have access to these abstracts would send them to her she will get them posted on the site.  J. Elliot encouraged members to send D. Spielmaker all publications they were aware of from the period identified. The results will be posted on the web immediately when they are received, providing easy access for agricultural literacy researchers and educators. Last year, C. Igo mentioned that the Food and Fiber Literacy Standards (FFLS) and the FFLS website, which WERA-207 adopted as guidelines in 2003, were no longer being maintained. He suggested we contact J. Liesing about moving the web pages to the agricultural literacy research section of where the other research findings/papers are listed. D. Spielmaker said she would contact J. Liesing and suggest the opportunity. Upon follow up with J. Liesing, it was determined that nothing would be added to the pages and that a link to the FFLS page was sufficient for now.
Objective 3– J. Elliot 

Determine the significant impacts of AITC measurable program successes, which include:

a. Research outcomes that will serve as a mechanism to develop a model, which results in AITC changes for success measured by increases in efficiency and program effectiveness. 

b. Demonstrated increase in students’ knowledge and appreciation of agriculture (agricultural literacy) as it relates to science, technology, society, economics and global issues; resulting in a better informed citizenry, consumers, and a future agriculture workforce ( i.e., business leaders, scientists, educators).

Comments:

J. Elliot introduced the research of two research projects in Arizona.  
H. Jepsen reported on research she was conducting with J. Elliot and M. Pastor that addressed this objective. She provided the group with a brochure and briefly explained her project – What does Agriculture mean to you? This research analyzed the pre and post drawing of teacher who had attended the Arizona Summer Agricultural Institute over the last 5 years. She would make a formal presentation in the research sessions to be conducted on Friday and her poster presentation is part of the conference proceedings.

C. Brock reported on research she was conducting with J. Elliot and M. Pastor that addressed this objective as well. She provided the group with a brochure and briefly explained her project concerning the Academic Achievement of students whose teachers had completed the Arizona Summer Agricultural Institute with teachers who had not. This research has not been completed but results should be available at next year’s conference. 
c. Future Direction and Summary Comments

It was again discussed that the group would work on Appendix A to begin working on new project outline. D. Cox shared what needs to be accomplished by submitting the new project outline: Publications and Impacts. M. Frick commented on the increased of educational standards and increased urbanization of students and mentioned that our research efforts should also serve educators who are not ag educators. He stated that it was very good to have the AITC state leaders present to assist with WERA agricultural literacy objectives. J. Elliot commented that the application deadline for Appendix A was May 15th and that we would need to draft the application over the next two meeting sessions to meet the deadline to continue the WERA 207 research objectives. C. Trexler stated that the application should somehow focus on “issue based” agricultural literacy. The group agreed but wanted to complete the application with open language that would allow some flexibility for researchers. M. Frick mentioned that most issues facing agriculture fit some where within existing curricula, most falling into the category of science. D Spielmaker mentioned that ag literacy concepts need to be measured within the confines of content curricula such as science, social studies, and nutrition, not the basics of reading, writing and arithmetic because it would be hard to say that ag literacy education was responsible for increases and or decreases in standardized test scores as they might relate to reading, writing and arithmetic. She also mentioned that this is why it is important to correlate agricultural literacy concepts with state and national content standards. C. Igo asked that if results to any study find that AITC programs are ineffective should they be reported? Most said yes that it would be an opportunity for programs to make changes. C. Trexler asked if measuring national education standards would be enough to meet agricultural literacy objectives. 
C. Trexler asked about funding sources for agricultural literacy research and wondered if private funding affected the credibility of the research. Most agreed that it did, but funding sources would need to be part of each researcher’s responsibility and noted in the research as a limitation. 
It was formally moved by G. Thompson and seconded by M. Frick that the WERA-207 complete Appendix A to begin a new WERA-207 project. The motion passed unanimously. 

M. Frick asked to step down as chair of WERA-207 and nominated C. Igo to serve as the chair. D. Spielmaker seconded the nomination and the motion passed unanimously. D. Spielmaker was asked by M. Frick if she would continue to serve as the WERA-207 secretary. She agreed to continue serving in this capacity.

J. Roush commended the WERA-207 on their collaboration with AITC in the western region and inquired about how this group or this group’s mission could be expanded to the nation or other regions. It was suggested that other regions could form agricultural literacy committees or that perhaps this committee could be expanded.

J. Elliot thanked D. Cox for participating and meeting with the group.

The meeting was adjourned by J. Elliot at 9:00 PM. There were no objections.
Minutes - April 20, 2006
Members in attendance:  

David Cox, Administrative Advisor, University of Arizona


dcox@ag.arizona.edu
Jack Elliot, Co-Chair, University of Arizona 



elliot@ag.arizona.edu
Martin Frick, Co-Chair, Montana State University



mfrick@montana.edu
Debra Spielmaker, Secretary, Utah State University Extension (AITC)
debras@ext.usu.edu
Carl Igo, Montana State University




cigo@montana.edu
Monica Pastor, University of Arizona Extension (AITC)


mpastor@ag.arizona.edu
Greg Thompson, Oregon State University



greg.thompson@orst.edu
J. Elliot reviewed the application, Appendix A, for a new WERA-207 project. There were five questions and J. Elliot assigned various members to respond to each item and report back to the group the next morning so that the application could be submitted on time.

Minutes - April 21, 2006

Members in attendance:  

David Cox, Administrative Advisor, University of Arizona


dcox@ag.arizona.edu
Jack Elliot, Co-Chair, University of Arizona 



elliot@ag.arizona.edu
Martin Frick, Co-Chair, Montana State University



mfrick@montana.edu
Debra Spielmaker, Secretary, Utah State University Extension (AITC)
debras@ext.usu.edu
Carl Igo, Montana State University




cigo@montana.edu
Monica Pastor, University of Arizona Extension (AITC)


mpastor@ag.arizona.edu
Greg Thompson, Oregon State University



greg.thompson@orst.edu
J. Elliot accepted the member’s response to the Appendix A questions and each were briefly discussed. J. Elliot will prepare the final application and submit it with the report and minutes.

Next year’s meeting will be held in Cody, Wyoming April 18-21, 2007
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Spielmaker, Secretary 
