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Agenda Items

1. Introductions were made.

2. Minutes of the April 22, 2004 annual meeting held in Honolulu, Hawaii, were reviewed and approved.  

3. Agenda for the meeting (prepared by J.Elliot) was reviewed.  
4. Discussion of SAES-422 multi-state research activity accomplishments and reporting were discussed. The report is basically the report/minutes generated from the 2004 Honolulu meeting.  The URL for access the report is http://lgu.umd.edu/lgu.v2.  

5. Status reports for each objective were then discussed. Discussion of the past years accomplishments and progress of WERA-207 sub committees ensued.  
6. D. Cox shared what needs to be accomplished in the next year: Publications and Impacts
Objective 1 – M. Swan and G. Thompson

Develop a process to obtain categories and organize Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) baseline knowledge and data.  The information would be assembled in a research report and be used as a benchmark for the remainder of the committee’s existence and for further research.

Comments:

D. Spielmaker presented the results of the online report surveys conducted in 2004 (2003 data)  and 2005 (2004 data).  Baseline data on 45 states was collected in 2004 (the report summary can be downloaded at www.agclassroom.org/consortium/reports.htm).  Thirty nine states reported in 2005.  D. Spielmaker shared the raw data and total/min/max frequency scores for 2005 (2004 data).  C. Igo raised some concerns about the validity of the data collected from the states.  D. Spielmaker will analyze the data for inconsistencies and follow up with individual states that appear to have data inaccuracies.  D. Spielmaker will also conduct a training workshop this summer with state directors, who are responsible for the report, to clarify and train directors about responding to the survey/report items and how to write impact statements.  D. Cox suggested that all of the data and the abstracts/papers concerning agricultural literacy from the Western Region Research (WRAEC) meetings and National Agricultural Education Research Council (NAERC) meetings for the last three or four years should be placed on a website.  J. Elliot asked how much something like that would cost.  D. Spielmaker is the Web Administrator for both the USDA-AITC and AITC Consortium (AITC National Professional Organization).  She stated that an agricultural literacy research page already exists on the Consortium page and that it would be easy and permissible to add the research paper pdf files to the server/web page.  J. Elliot encouraged members to send D. Spielmaker all publications they were aware of from the period identified no later than May 15th.  The results will be posted on the web immediately when they are received, providing easy access for agricultural literacy researchers and educators.  

M. Swan reported that he and G. Thompson had discussed some possible questions for future baseline data collection and would make an effort to get them to D. Spielmaker no later than December 1, 2005 for inclusion in the 2006 survey (that reflects 2005 data).  M. Swan also mentioned a “preliminary” study looking at AITC curriculum and standardized test questions.  [Possible items copied here from 2004 minutes: How state AITC programs currently measure the effectiveness of their ag-literacy efforts; i.e. do the materials they currently use meet state standards?  If so which ones?  Have they accessed their ag literacy efforts (curriculum, training, classroom materials, etc), and would they welcome research assistance in measuring their impacts?  Does your state develop your own AITC materials?  Does your AITC program use other state AITC materials?  If so what are the top 10 out-of-state instructional materials you use?  Do these materials meet your state standards?  Additional data should also be gathered about the educational qualifications of AITC education staff.  The data gathered from the states can then be utilized by the researchers to develop materials and effective ag-literacy measurement tools (see Objective 3)].  
Carl Igo mentioned that the Food and Fiber Literacy Standards (FFLS) and the FFLS website, which WERA-207 adopted as guidelines in 2003, were no longer being maintained.  He suggested we contact J. Liesing about moving the web pages to the agricultural literacy research section of where the other research findings/papers are listed.  D. Spielmaker said she would contact J. Liesing and suggest the opportunity.

Objective 2 – M. Frick and D. Spielmaker

Identify those specific components and practices, which correlate with AITC measurable program successes.  These would include:

a. Quality and Comprehensive program indicators that delineate program success, and

b. Data collected which supports analysis of successful components and correlates significant impacts with organizational structure, funding practices, and learner outcomes. 

Comments:

D. Spielmaker discussed the other information gathered in the online report relating to the organizational structure, and funding practices.  She also collected information about AITC program impacts.  The results of the 2004 survey (2003 data) can be viewed at the website noted above.  The 2005 (2004 data) survey will be posted June 1, 2005, along with program impacts.  These impact statements are possible research areas.  D. Spielmaker suggested that each state AITC program has raw data and opportunities for committee researchers.  Funding is also available ($7,500-$15,000) for these types of projects through state AITC programs.
Objective 3– J. Elliot and R. Andreasen
Determine the significant impacts of AITC measurable program successes, which include:

a. Research outcomes that will serve as a mechanism to develop a model, which results in AITC changes for success measured by increases in efficiency and program effectiveness. 

b. Demonstrated increase in students’ knowledge and appreciation of agriculture (agricultural literacy) as it relates to science, technology, society, economics and global issues; resulting in a better informed citizenry, consumers, and a future agriculture workforce ( i.e., business leaders, scientists, educators).

Comments:

J. Elliot introduced the research of three studies in Arizona.  

1. K. Schmidbauer presented a report on the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) and the Impact of the Arizona Agriculture in the Classroom Program. Objectives: a) Compare AIMS scores of 3rd grade classes who had teachers who completed Arizona Summer Agricultural Institute (ASAI) training with 3rd grade classes who were instructed by teachers who did not receive ASAI training. b) Compare AIMS scores of 5th grade classes who had teachers who completed ASAI training with 5th grade classes who were instructed by teachers who did not receive ASAI training.  Findings will be reported during this research meeting and the paper can be viewed at www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research. 
2. R. Glassman presented a report on the Interactive Agricultural Experiences of 4th Grade Students in the Arid Southwest: A Pilot Examination of the Impact of Hands-on Learning Experiences as a Component of [Arizona] Agriculture in the Classroom Curriculum.  Objectives: a) Identify and describe components and practices which correlate with Agriculture in the Classroom program success buy identifying which educational settings (in-class, field trip, field trip and in-class) increases agricultural literacy by using a modified Food and Fiber Literacy Framework to meet district curricula.  M. Pastor explained the necessity for the study based upon the high stakes testing required in Arizona and other states as a result of No Child Left Behind legislation.  She also mentioned that this study methodology will be expanded (a three year project), with USDA-AITC funding, to three other states yet to be identified.  Findings will be reported during this research meeting and the paper can be viewed at www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research. 

3. H. Jepsen presented research she is working on concerning agricultural literacy increases from the ASAI based upon images (pictures drawn by teacher participants) as part of the pre and post ASAI agricultural perception assessment titled:  What Does Agriculture Mean to You?  D. Spielmaker suggested that she stratify the data (images) to note the differences between elementary and secondary teachers. It was also suggested by D. Cox that word analysis could also be used on the definitions written by the teacher participants.
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G.  Thompson joined the group and was asked if he had anything to add to M. Swan’s report.  He mentioned that he had some potential graduate students who might be able to help during the next year.  D. Spielmaker suggested that the Western Region AITC state contacts hold their regional meeting in conjunction with the WERA-207 meeting to explore how the groups might work together on research program impacts, and research funding. M. Frick made the motion that the WERA invite the Western Region AITC Directors to next years meeting, M. Swan seconded the motions and the motion passed unanimously. 
D. Cox reiterated the need to publish research and note impacts from the efforts of this committee.  This kind of effort will be essential if we plan to become a full-fledged research committee.  He also suggested that a panel be set up at next year meeting to familiarize the AITC and agricultural education researchers with each other structure, funding, and research needs.

Due dates for items discussed are summarized in the table below.
Action Items: 

	Item
	Responsible Person
	Date Due

	Send any other research paper pdf files concerning agricultural literacy for the last 3-4 years that have been in the Journal and not at WRAEC or NAERC to D. Spielmaker.
	WERA-207 Committee Members
	May 15, 2005

	Redesign Agricultural Literacy Web Page to include last 3 years of WRAEC and NAERC (papers for these years are all online). www.agclassroom.org/consortium/reports.htm
	D. Spielmaker
	June 1, 2005

	Contact J. Liesing at Oklahoma State and suggest that the no longer maintained Food and Fiber Literacy web pages be moved to the Ag Literacy Research section of the Consortium website for on-going maintenance.
	D. Spielmaker
	June 1, 2005

	2005 Online AITC Report Posted on the website
	D. Spielmaker
	June 1, 2005

	Submit WERA-207 Report to USDA (NIMSS)
	J. Elliot
	June 20, 2005

	Send survey questions to D. Spielmaker for inclusion in the 2006 survey (which collects data on 2005)
	G. Thompson & M. Swan
	December 1, 2005


Next year’s meeting will be held in Boise Idaho April 18-22, 2006
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Spielmaker, Secretary 
