Brief Summary of Minutes of Annual Meeting – June 13-14, 2011
The meeting of WERA-97 was held at the University of Minnesota in St. Paul June 13-14, 2011 and was hosted by Ruth Dill-Macky.   The meeting began Monday at noon with lunch and Field tours that were held in conjunction with   Borlaug Global Rust Initiative Technical Workshop being help concurrently in St. Paul.  
Tours done in conjunction with the BGRI  included Small grain disease (Rusts, Head Blight), Rust Pathotyping and Molecular Analysis, and the UMN premier of the film “Rust Never Sleeps”. Ruth Dill-Macky then gave a tour of her Small Grains pathology plots at eh St. Paul campus. 
On Tuesday morning, the business meeting was held, followed by state reports and presentations.  The 2012 meeting is planned for Pullman WA, hosted by Tim Murray. The meeting was adjourned at noon, June 14th.

Presentations
Blake Vander Vorst, an agronomist from Ducks Unlimited (Bismarck, ND) described efforts by DU to promote the planting of winter wheat throughout the upper mid-west. The is is due to the fact that ducks will nest to a higher density in winter wheat than spring wheat due to fewer disturbances during critical times. Their goal is to double the winter wheat acres in a 20 year time frame. Their biggest problem currently is what streak mosaic virus whose infection increases when a green bridge is left between the harvesting of spring wheat and the planting of winter wheat.  
Ruth Dill-Macky (UMN) described research in her lab on bacterial leaf streak. These began with the development of inoculation methods to obtain reliable infection. These studies have shown that last spring inoculation with a high level of inoculums works best. She will now look at yield impact of the disease, investigate the population structure of the pathogen and develop screening nurseries to determine host reaction to the disease of different varieties. 
Ryan Syverson, a Postdoc in Carol Ishimaru’s lab, described work done in her lab on Xanthamonas translusens, the causal agent of bacterial leaf streak. Numerous isolates have been collected from both wheat and barley. Green house inoculation procedures have been developed looking for plant resistance by monitoring lesion length and area. They are also investing the possibility of seed transmission of the disease. A genetic fingerprinting analysis is being developed using Multi-Locus Sequence Typing (MLST). This analysis uses the PAMDB database to differentiate between 4-10 loci, which can differentiate down the isolate and pathovar level. 

State Reports

Oregon
Chris Mundt reported that stripe rust levels are very high with very aggressive and variable populations. Barley Yellow Dwarf is the highest in 25 years. Septoria is present, but controlled by fungicides used for stripe rust. There is a concern that increased planting of wheat after wheat will lead to an increase in take-all.

Montana

Alan Dyer and Bill grey reported that wide spread stripe rust has been reported once the weather  warmed up. Sawfly continues to be a problem. Tan spot has been high because of the weather, as has what streak, snow mold and Septoria. 
Minnesota
 Ruth Dill-Macky reported that good snow cover allowed for good winter wheat survival. There is some stripe rust, leaf rust and powdery mildew in some locations. Head blight was down in 2010. In 2010, spring wheat yielded 55 bu/acre, and winter wheat 47 bu/acre. Barley acres have continued to decrease (down to 85,000 acres, the lowest since 1875) due to head blight and low prices for feed barley even though yields were good (62 bu/acre). Oat acres were down (265,000 acres), and yielded 69 bu/acre.  The outlook for 2011 for small grains is good.
