The meeting was called to order by Ed Martin. After introductions, the minutes of the 2004 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Administrative Advisor, Rang Narayanan, informed the committee that the new proposal was approved effective October 1, 2005 and complimented the committee on its work.  Rang encouraged the committee to recruit more participants.
State and agency reports were presented:

Ted Sammis, New Mexico State University, has been using the aerial photos from Google-Earth (www.earthgoogle.com) along with Adobe Photoshop to determine the percent canopy coverage in Pecan orchards. He is “ground truthing” by using a camera on a balloon to take pictures of Pecan canopies to estimate canopy cover. With this information and a variant of SEBAL, he is estimating ET.

Rick Snyder, University of California-Davis, has been working on a Landscape Irrigation Management Program called LIMP. A copy can be found on his website at http://biomet.ucdavis.edu. The program just needs estimates of some local information such as wind speed, solar radiation or amount of shading to get local and regional ET estimates for landscape plants. He is also looking at the effect slope has on radiation interception for grapes, orchards and golf courses

Peter Palmer, US Bureau of Reclamation, AgriMet, demonstrated the AgriMet website where pictures of the weather station have been added. Also a new weather station has been installed at Beatty, Oregon. The Bureau operates 72 automated weather stations in the Pacific Northwest and 21 in the Great Plains (Montana and Wyoming).

Tom Scherer, North Dakota State University, reported the software powering the applications on North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN) website has been rewritten in the JAVA computer language. This past year the crop water use application was rewritten and Tom demonstrated some of the new features. 

Ed Martin, University of Arizona, made improvement to AZSCHED version 1.13 and said there is a working copy of version 2.0 which will include citrus crops. 

Tom Marek, Texas, reported that the North Plains ET network and the South Plains ET network are combining to form Texas High Plains ET. A new website is under development (http://txhighplainset.tamu.edu) to provide more uniform access to crop ET information.  They are still faxing daily ET information to about 450 growers but are moving more towards a listserv for automated emailing of daily ET data sheets. 

Dan Smeal, New Mexico State University, Ag Science Center, Farmington, NM, talked about the new Urban Landscape Water Conservation Coordinating Committee that was formed to coordinate delivery of information about water conservation and desert landscaping.  The committee is organizing a conference on arid landscape water conservation to be held in March, 2006. 

Jose Payero, University of Nebraska, North Platte, is working with 2 weighing lysimeters to measure ET of corn and soybeans and using the Bowen Ratio for comparison. He is also trying to measure the ET of native pasture with a lysimeter. 

Suat Irmak, University of Nebraska, Clay Center, has been researching crop water use in a 36 acre subsurface drip irrigated field using both the Bowen Ratio and Eddy Correlation methods.

Ted Sammis led a discussion about using the imagery products from Terra satellite to work with models like SEBAL.  Andy French gave a presentation on an alternative model TSEB.
The next day started off with the business portion of the meeting.  Tom Scherer was elected Chair.  Mahbub Alam of Kansas State was elected Secretary.  Ted Sammis was designated as an alternate for secretary. The next meeting will be in Fargo in June.

Discussions of wireless sensors for ET calculations took place. Tom Scherer discussed the need for seasonal crop water use data by the state.  Further discussion took place regarding the use of Growing Degree Days (GDD) as a basis for Kc values.

Meeting Adjourned.

